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vielen wichtigen Punkten und dürfte sicherlich rasch zu einem Referenzwerk in histori-
schen und philologischen Seminar- und Handbibliotheken werden. 

 Braunschweig  Stephanie Zloch 
 
 
Mark Pittaway: From the Vanguard to the Margins. Workers in Hungary, 1939 to the 
Present. Selected Essays. Hrsg. von Adam F a b r y . (Historical Materialism, Bd. 66.) Brill. 
Leiden – Boston 2014. X, 333 S. ISBN 978-90-04-22892-4. ($ 154,−.) 

Mark P i t t a w a y  had a very rare talent. Studying a seemingly peripheral detail based 
on the mostly untouched obscure archival materials found in a remote place, he was able to 
grasp the everyday workings of power and the limits of an entire political system. This abi-
lity rested on a sovereign mastery of social theories, an extraordinary instinct for historical 
reality, and a profound knowledge of the research and historiographical debates in his 
field.  

The other great skill P. possessed was his rigorous scholarship. Although he confessed 
a clear leftist leaning due to his family background, inspired by socialist ideas during the 
harsh reign of Margaret Thatcher, his political views never spoiled his scholarship. The 
fact that this volume was published in the series Historical Materialism should therefore 
not lead to the premature conclusion that P. was writing for a limited circle of Marxist 
thinkers. On the contrary: Although he understood the needs and desires of the working 
classes he never idealized them and was always very critical of their shortcomings and 
flaws. In his writings about Hungarian workers in different time periods, he provided 
examples of working class involvement in right-wing radicalism, antisemitism, sexism or 
tendencies to exert ‘revolutionary violence’ against real or imagined ‘enemies’. 

This meticulously and beautifully edited collection of twelve essays by a brilliant his-
torian combines a number of different topics, periods, and approaches. All chapters have 
been published before but this collection sets them in context and makes it possible to fully 
comprehend the wide range of P.’s scholarship. 

Most of P.’s work focused on the industrial working class and the main contradiction of 
the Communist party in Hungary—the fact that it imposed a socialist system without pay-
ing attention to the needs, traditions, interests of what was supposed to be the central, rul-
ing class. The conflicts which derived from this included the revolution of 1956. Yet some 
of these essays show other fascinating aspects of his work. P.’s final subject before he pas-
sed away in 2010 at the young age of 39 was the reconstruction of borderland societies be-
tween Western Hungary and the Burgenland beginning with the Anschluss of 1938, which 
created a new border between the Kingdom of Hungary and the new Greater German 
Reich, and ending with 1956, when the border between the Republic of Austria and the 
People’s Republic of Hungary created a small temporary gap in the Iron Curtain for a few 
weeks, enabling the escape (and return) of thousands of Hungarians. Two other essays are 
dedicated to the problem of ‘Crisis, War and Occupation’ in Eastern Europe, analyzing the 
political, economic, and social situation at the end of World War II. 

The first two chapters are taken from his excellent book Eastern Europe 1939-20001 in 
which he analyzes the social history of the countries between Germany and Russia, the 
Baltics and the Balkans, from a long-term perspective including World War II, the German 
and Soviet occupations, the Communist and post-Communist periods in one critical narra-
tive, embracing social, economic, political, and ethnic conflicts, and how these evolved in 
the context of continental, national and regional power struggles. In these two chapters, P. 
manages to integrate discussions of the impact of war, Nazi and Communist policies on 
population movements, living standards, and the political structures of the region.  
                                  
1  MARK PITTAWAY: Eastern Europe 1939-2000, London 2004. 
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The next three chapters focus on political, social and gender conflicts in Stalinist Hun-
gary, mostly regarding the working class, which had trouble finding itself in a system 
which celebrated workers as representatives of the new ‘ruling class’ without fully trusting 
them. Chapter Six analyzes the ‘disintegration and reconstruction’ of socialism shortly be-
fore, during, and after the uprising of 1956, in which workers played the desicive role. The 
last chapter of the book attempts a more systematic and comprehensive approach ‘towards 
the social history of the 1956 Revolution in Hungary’, including other social groups. Chap-
ter Seven offers a fresh look at the relationship between economic reforms, social rela-
tions, and the politics of the Communist party under János Kádár in the late 1950s and ear-
ly 1960s. The last four chapters are dedicated to different topics: One is a very insightful 
discussion of the value of local and regional archives for the study of Hungarian postwar 
history (Chapter 8), and another (Chapter 10) looks at the deep and traumatic fall of the 
workers during the transition to capitalism, a troublesome history that helps to explain the 
radical political changes after 1989, in which workers would first vote for the Socialists 
and later for Jobbik. Chapter 11 is a lucid social-historical analysis of the career of Fas-
cism in Hungary, from the end of World War I until the post-communist period.  

From the Vanguard to the Margins is a wonderful book, extremely well and carefully 
edited and introduced by Adam F a b r y . The epilogue was written by P.’s former mentor 
Nigel S w a i n ,  who closely observed the career of his former student. This short text also 
introduces the reader to P.’s fascinating intellectual biography. We should be grateful for 
this carefully edited collection, showing how much we have lost, and how much more we 
could have hoped for from this great mind.  

Washington, DC Arpad v. Klimo
 
 

Mirosław Sikora: Die Waffenschmiede des „Dritten Reiches“. Die deutsche Rüstungs-
industrie in Oberschlesien während des Zweiten Weltkrieges. (Bochumer Studien zur 
Technik- und Umweltgeschichte, Bd. 3.) Klartext-Verl. Essen 2014. 591 S., Ill. ISBN 978-
3-8375-1190-1. (€ 39,95.) 

Bis vor wenigen Jahren gab es – von wenigen Ausnahmen abgesehen – zwei Arten von 
historischen Untersuchungen zur Region Schlesien im 20. Jh. Die einen Arbeiten wurden 
überwiegend von Deutschen verfasst und schließen spätestens mit dem Jahr 1945 ab. Die 
übrigen wurden meist von polnischen Forschern verfasst und setzten mit ebenjenem Jahr 
ein. Die vorliegende Arbeit ist also schon aus dieser Perspektive eine Ausnahme: Ein pol-
nischer Historiker, Mirosław S i k o r a ,  untersucht die zwar schlesische, aber eben doch 
deutsche Rüstungsindustrie. 

Zu Beginn der Arbeit wird die Organisation der Rüstungsproduktion im „Dritten 
Reich“ umrissen. Dieser Abschnitt, wenig oberschlesienspezifisch, fasst die Debatten zur 
Rüstungsstrategie – Breiten- oder Tiefenrüstung– zusammen und zeigt auch, wie es zur 
Konzentration der Macht bei Albert Speer kam. Ab S. 79 beschäftigt sich S. speziell mit 
Oberschlesien. Nach dem Überfall auf Polen wurde Ostoberschlesien Teil des deutschen 
Machtbereichs, und der Anschluss des „industriellen Oststreifens“ machte Schlesien so 
groß, dass es in Ober- und Niederschlesien aufgeteilt wurde. Hierbei spielte auch eine Rol-
le, dass Schlesien national wie auch wirtschaftlich differenziert gegliedert war, was eine 
Aufteilung ebenfalls rechtfertigte. Wenig überraschend ist, dass auch hier das Führerprin-
zip, mithin die Gewährleistung der Realisierung der Befehle aus Berlin, eine erhebliche 
Rolle spielte. 

Gleichzeitig sollten die oberschlesischen Hütten und Firmen zusammengeführt und 
formal westdeutschen Unternehmen zugeordnet werden – ein Vorhaben, das mehr als ein-
mal an der technologischen Rückständigkeit der dortigen Hütten scheiterte: „Am Ende 
wurde kein einziger großer Hüttenbetrieb an westdeutsche Industrielle veräußert“ (S. 105). 
Nachdem die „Brautschau“ mangels hinreichender ökonomischer Attraktivität nicht zur 
Fusion führte, griff man am 6. Juni 1942 – und damit mit einiger zeitlicher Verzögerung – 


