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Sarah Dietz: British Entrepreneurship in Poland. A Case Study of Bradford Mills at 
Marki Near Warsaw, 1883-1939. (Modern Economic and Social History Series.) Ashgate. 
Burlington/VT – Farnham 2015. XII, 296 S., Ill., Kt. ISBN 978-1-4724-4138-6. (₤ 75,–.)  

The economic and social history of Poland has always been inextricably linked to its 
political history. This dependence is particularly visible in the case of the textile industry 
in the 19th century. A new division of Polish lands took place after the Vienna Congress in 
1815. In the Kingdom of Poland, the part of Poland joined to Russia, the textile industry 
was centred mainly around the Łódź district. The dynamic development of the textile 
industry, increasing rapidly from the 1870s, was possible when the Russian market opened 
wider for Polish goods, after the introduction of protective customs tariffs by the Russian 
authorities. Apart from the Łódź region, in the period of 1870-1880 a new centre of textile 
industry developed as a result of the influx of Belgian, French and German capital. Yet at 
the same time another centre of wool industry was set up with English funding in the town 
of Marki situated next to Warsaw. In 1883 Edward Briggs, a Bradford worsted manufac-
turer, his brother John and Bradford-based German merchant Ernst Posselt embarked on a 
visionary foreign enterprise in the Kingdom of Poland. Informing Russian administration 
and the British consul in Warsaw about their plans, they bought an estate in Marki where 
they founded one of the greatest and most modern worsted-manufacturing enterprises in 
Central and Eastern Europe, producing mainly for the Russian market.  

The aim of the reviewed book is to show the fascinating history of a modern factory 
and workers’ community in Marki against the backdrop of political, social and economic 
environment (e.g. the policy of the Russian Empire, protectionism, foreign competition, 
political and social instability especially at the beginning of the 20th century). The topic 
raised by the author is very important mainly because the Marki mills played a unique role 
in the Russian Empire textile industry and greatly contributed to the development of the 
Marki region.  

The research objectives designated by Sarah D i e t z  have been fully met. This excep-
tional business venture is described vividly (organizational structure, investments, employ-
ment policy, modern marketing techniques to promote, product range, the role of the Eng-
lish capital in the development of the region, diffusion of British industrial technology 
etc.). The overall functioning of the company is explored. The work presents a very impor-
tant impact of British entrepreneurship on the industry development of in the Kingdom of 
Poland at the turn of the 19th century. Also the social dimension of the Briggs’ activity 
was not without significance. Among others the Bradford men founded workers’ housing 
estate in Marki and the building of an elementary school, which serves as a culture centre 
in Marki nowadays. They managed to integrate their interests with those of the local cos-
mopolitan.  

The study is based on an impressive range of international and various sources includ-
ing archival materials created by the Russian bureaucracy, records of the Warsaw Commit-
tee for Industry, letters, memoirs, contemporary Polish press, state industrial surveys, 
inspectors’ and police reports as well as documents by the British Foreign Office. The is-
sues have been highlighted by 19th-century literary works such as the novel Ziemia obie-
cana [The Promised Land] written by the Polish Nobel laureate Władysław Reymont.  

The history of Polish textile industry belongs to the well-developed sections of Polish 
historiography. Against this background, previous research of Bradford Mills in Marki 
comes out quite poorly. Despite its importance and the fascinating circumstances of its 
original foundation very few Polish historians have been interested in the subject.  

In spite of a significant number of sources available for this case study only several 
short articles appeared before the reviewed book was published. As it turned out, a foreign 
scholar was needed, with a great emotional involvement in the study. This personal interest 
was caused by the fact that D. was working at Briggella Mills in Bradford in the early 
1990s and―as she admits―the story of the Bradford Mills in Marki was largely forgotten. 
Unpublished memoirs of John Hinchliffe, her late husband’s great-grandfather, who had 
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spent some years in Marki at the beginning of the 20th century, provided inspiration for 
her interest in the story of the mills in Marki. This personal involvement and the hard work 
of the author resulted in the most detailed and comprehensive study of the Bradford Mills 
in Marki depicted in a broad context of political and economic history of the late 19th cen-
tury. The work is easy to read and receive because of its excellent narrative style and the 
language. D. has been conducting her research work for more than five years. As a result 
the volume constitutes a substantial contribution to the industrial history of Poland and 
Britain.  

Kraków Piotr Franaszek 
 
 
Dangiras Mačiulis, Darius Staliūnas: Lithuanian Nationalism and the Vilnius Ques-
tion, 1883-1940. (Studien zur Ostmitteleuropaforschung, Bd. 32.) Verl. Herder-Institut. 
Marburg 2015. 236 S., Ill. ISBN 978-3-87969-401-3. (€ 45,–.).  

The monograph by the two historians Dangiras M a č i u l i s  and Darius S t a l i ū n a s  il-
lustrates how the idea of a Lithuanian nation including Vilnius was established in Lithuan-
ian society from the end of the nineteenth century to the 1940s. The authors try to trace the 
development of the idea of Vilnius as the historical, cultural and political capital of Li-
thuania. The main focus is put on the city of Vilnius and not on the Vilnius region, which 
was also a part of nationalistic claims, because the city was understood as an urban centre 
of power in the region where cultural, religious and political interests crossed. The basic 
sources for this book are Lithuanian, Polish, Russian and Yiddish periodicals (magazines 
and newspapers) from that time. The Herder Institute published this work in English, while 
the Lithuanian Institute of History published an expanded Lithuanian edition a little bit 
later in 2015.1 Both books were funded by a grant from the Research Council of Lithuania. 

This study has five thematic chapters, which describe Vilnius in different historical pe-
riods. The first chapter examines the city during the Tsarist Russian period, when the first 
rudiments of Lithuanian nationalism appeared with the founding of the illegal Lithuanian 
newspaper Aušra in Prussian Lithuania 1883. Real activity of Lithuanians in Vilnius dates 
back to the beginning of the 20th century, when the idea of Vilnius as the capital of mod-
ern Lithuania came into being following the Great Seimas of Vilnius in 1905. Before the 
First World War, Vilnius was the organizational centre of the Lithuanian national move-
ment, where different Lithuanian societies were founded. Those societies played an impor-
tant role in mobilizing the Lithuanian community. The second chapter describes the situa-
tion during the First World War and the proclamation of Lithuanian independence in 1918 
with Vilnius as capital. Chapter three is devoted to the most complicated period of the 
city’s history, 1918-1923, when different aspirations to the city were clearly visible. The 
loss of Vilnius in 1920 caused a wave of patriotism in Lithuania. The Conference of Am-
bassadors of 1923, which confirmed Poland’s eastern borders but was rejected by Lithua-
nia, marked the end of Lithuania’s international aspirations to Vilnius. Chapter four exam-
ines the Lithuanian campaign to liberate the capital during the Interwar Period. The myth 
of Vilnius was by that time an integral part of Lithuanian nationalism, resulting in the crea-
tion of a strong propaganda organ known as the Vilnius Liberation Union (1925-1938), 
which ideologically influenced the Lithuanian population. Symbolic images of Vilnius 
were used for propaganda campaigns, but the passivity of Lithuanian society to the idea of 
the liberation of Vilnius was still predominant. The idea of a Lithuanian Vilnius appeared 
particularly in geography textbooks, descriptions of pilgrimages, poetry, works of art, 
                                  
1  DANGIRAS MAČIULIS, DARIUS STALIŪNAS: Vilnius—Lietuvos sostinė: problema tauti-

nės valstybės projekte (XIX a. pabaiga – 1940 m.) [Vilnius—Capital of Lithuania. The 
Problem of a Nation-State Project (Late 19th c. – 1940)], Vilnius 2015. 


