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	Land Melioration in Belarusian Polesia as a Modernization Factor  in the Soviet Periphery
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	For centuries, Southern Belarus was notorious in neighboring regions for its impassable marshland landscapes. In the course of historical and political reforms and reorganization, this outlying borderland experienced lively changes of rulership and go...
	With Leonid Brezhnev’s assumption of power in 1964, the increase of land yield in the race against the USA was seen as an indicator of the potency of Soviet state power. For this purpose, vast state resources were made available. A side effect of swam...
	Gradually, Polesia started making the headlines. Films were made and countless newspaper articles written. With the expansion of the airport near the transforming city of Pinsk, a direct air connection could be established between the region and the B...
	However, land melioration proved to be an enormous burden on the natural environment. Draining the swampland deprived many animal species of their natural habitats. Many areas that had been drained were also not suitable for melioration. This reduce...
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