
 

 

The articles assembled here serve important functions, both individually and collective-

ly. Some tend to be more analytical (e.g., Olaf M e r t e l s m a n n  on Estonia); others tend 

more towards the descriptive (e.g., Vykintas V a i t k e v i č i u s  on Lithuania, or Cosmin 

B u d e a n c ǎ ’ s  account of armed anti-Communist resistance in Romania); and some (e.g., 

Ioana U r s u ’ s  fascinating discussion of women in the Romanian anti-Communist re-

sistance, and Valentin V o s k r e s e n k s k i ’ s  fine wide-ranging discussion of the Goryani 

movement in Bulgaria) admirably combine the two. Many contributions include useful, 

often extensive guides to the literature in the languages of the countries being investigated 

and to sources of documentary evidence. Together these shed considerable light on 

Europe’s early postwar years, and thus on contemporary European history more generally. 

This collection will therefore serve as a valuable reference work, and clearly was intended 

as such—a reason that the publication is in English, enabling it to reach a wider interna-

tional readership (although in places the prose might have benefited from a more rigorous 

editorial hand). For similar reasons, a glossary of the (very numerous) abbreviations in the 

articles would also have been useful. 

Nevertheless, this collection could have been enhanced with an extended introduction 

(or concluding essay) outlining the broader context of the materials presented and address-

ing general interpretative themes: How does our understanding of this violent resistance 

change the ways in which we understand the history of postwar Europe generally? Is the 

phenomenon presented in so many richly detailed articles simply a matter of doomed anti-

Communist rebellion as the Stalinist tyranny was imposed in Eastern Europe? How does 

the story that unfolds here contribute to what might be described broadly as memory poli-

tics in Eastern Europe?  

In sum, this collection comprises an important work of reference, buttressed by well-

drawn maps and useful bibliographies. While it offers a wealth of detail about the postwar 

struggles in Eastern Europe, the impression persists that the forest is sometimes being 

missed for the trees.  

York Richard Bessel

 

 

Lukasz Krzyzanowski: Ghost Citizens. Jewish Return to a Postwar City. Aus dem 

Poln. von Madeline G. L e v i n e . Harvard University Press. Cambridge, MA 2020. 333 S., 

Ill. ISBN 978-0-67-498466-0. ($ 35,–.) 

“Shortly after liberation, Jewish survivors returned to their native villages, towns, and 

cities, but no one awaited them; no relatives, friends, or neighbors were there to greet 

them.” And their former homes “were occupied by others and no longer belonged to 

them.”1 An increasing library of scholarship has documented the unthinkable yet sadly 

human tragedy that befell Holocaust survivors in immediate postwar Poland, when a great 

many of their non-Jewish neighbors met them with hatred, even violence, rather than 

Christian compassion or pity. While Jan Gross’s graphic 2006 investigation of the 1946 

Kielce pogrom triggered extensive scholarly and popular discussions,2 Lucjan Dobro-

szycki’s 1994 classic (quoted above) laid the groundwork for such research with its sweep-

ing analysis of the circa 230,000 Jews across immediate postwar Poland, of whom only 

89,000 remained by March 1947 and 5–7,000 after the antisemitic persecution of 1968/69.3 

Like Dobroszycki, many researchers were survivors themselves: Szimon Redlich wrote 

about his formative years in the short-lived Łódź community,4 while Jakob Egit revisited 

his experiences as the leader of a community in Lower Silesia, where chaos amid the 

expulsion of Germans temporarily spared Jews from persecution on the scale of that in the 
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Polish heartland.5 Adding to this plethora of case studies was Lukasz K r z y z a n o w s k i ’s 

2018 article on survivors in Kalisz.6 Drawing upon archival material and interviews, he 

humanized their fleeting attempts to make lives in the trauma-laden spaces that had been 

their home and (thanks to their neighbors) never could be again. 

This English-language translation of K.’s 2016 monograph7 is fresh and timely in two 

ways. First, K. exploits his distinctive background as the descendent of non-Jewish neigh-

bors, rather than survivors, to gain access to oral testimonies across the local terrain where 

he grew up: Radom, a central Polish industrial town typical for its size, its rich Jewish past, 

and the starkness of that past’s absence in the present. One-third of the town’s 90,000 in-

habitants were Jewish in 1939, most of them concentrated in the historic core where the 

Nazis established a ghetto. Second, K. has tenaciously gathered testimonies and widely 

dispersed records with a sense of urgency before witnesses are lost forever. “Most of their 

stories have not been recorded in history as anything special,” he reflects. “They were 

ordinary people living in extraordinary times, whose fates, I am convinced, are worthy of 

being told. Studying the fates of ordinary people provides better insight into the wider 

social processes and daily life of a society than does focusing on privileged and excep-

tional individuals” (p. 3). Informed by the larger context in which his story takes place, K. 

delivers an evenhanded account of the bitter tragedy that befell his hometown’s Holocaust 

survivors. Aided by formal and informal interviews, K. deciphers IPN security archives in 

Warsaw, Kielce, Radom, and Gdańsk, survivor repositories in the United States, and the 

uniquely intact records of Radom’s District Jewish Committee (Okręgowy Komitet Żydo-

wi, OKŻ). While most OKŻ files vanished after 1950, the Radom collection survived by 

chance, “packed in three cabinets, two chests, and several sealed parcels” in a remote site 

at the edge of town (p. 4). When students from a nearby school started using Hebrew-lan-

guage archival materials as scrap paper, the secret police seized what was left in 1974 and 

(finding it less than useful) put it in the state archive. 

In tune with preceding scholarship, K.’s four terse chapters retrace how a survivor 

community largely dissolved due to persecution from Polish neighbors and Communist 

authorities. Surveying the context of increasing antisemitism, nationalism, and segregation 

before 1939, the first chapter notes that Poles active in “anti-Jewish agitation, on picket 

lines outside Jewish shops, and in beatings were definitely a minority,” but so, too, were 

those who actively defended Jews (p. 18). Most Christian neighbors were simply passive, 

sustaining professional interchange alongside a general dislike of Jews. A surviving testi-

mony from a prewar Jewish city council member articulates how this latent hatred explod-

ed under Nazi rule, when Polish inhabitants “began looting, collecting the most beautiful 

furniture, objects, bedding, jewelry. The local population immediately began demonstrat-

ing its hatred of Jews. Children would run after a Jew and call out, ‘Jude, Jude’” (p. 21). 

Drawing from Polish accounts and a wealth of scholarship on other cases, K. concludes 

that Poles were not only fully aware of “the annihilation of the Radom Jews” but that this 

compliance also shaped their bearing toward Jews after the Holocaust (p. 29). 

Compared to the often happy accounts of Poles who returned home to find their houses 

waiting with loved ones inside, Jews came back to find Radom “a social void, even if they 

recognized the walls and streets of their native city” (p. 55). In a climate of unemployment, 
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criminality, and scarcity, “the survivors’ joy at liberation and hopes of finding their loved 

ones and rebuilding” soon “collided with a wall of human indifference, dislike, and often 

enmity. Disillusionment quickly gave way to fear” (p. 61)—or even violence, as the sec-

ond chapter shows. Throughout the first months after liberation, Jews—as “the most de-

fenseless and most vulnerable inhabitants in the postwar city”—suffered violence that was 

abetted by local authorities and Catholic clergy (p. 79). Cows grazed on the Jewish ceme-

tery, and Poles often destroyed the gravestones of their Jewish victims the very night after 

a body was interred. 

While most Jews had already fled in August 1945 in response to hateful flyers, as the 

third chapter recounts, Radom’s heavily armed remnant banded together as “ghost citi-

zens—physically present, but socially nonexistent for the majority of the city’s inhabitants. 

At the same time, in their closed communities the survivors undertook efforts to rebuild 

life under new conditions, in a reality whose every aspect was marked by the Holocaust” 

(pp. 135–136). The unveiling of a Holocaust monument in August 1950, comprised of 

rubble from Jewish tombstones on the site of the former synagogue, marked “the symbolic 

conclusion” of Jewish life in Radom (p. 203). 

As it contrasts postwar legal codes with actual behaviors, the fourth chapter offers re-

peated cases wherein Jews surrendered property claims as the “price” of attempting a 

postwar life in Poland, while the state seized enterprises classified as “post-Jewish” (pp. 

233, 241). Survivors often had to buy back old personal effects “such as a mother’s sugar 

bowl” as dear heirlooms they took with them (p. 255). The end result, K. concludes, is that 

“the transfer of Jewish property into non-Jewish hands and the surrender of private proper-

ty to the state,” which had started “in the period of German occupation,” seamlessly “con-

tinued afterward” (p. 264). 

Through his intimate reconstruction of complex human lives in post-Holocaust Radom, 

K. not only reinforces an incontrovertible scholarly consensus but also delivers a hard-

hitting admonition to his fellow Poles to wake up to “the bitter fact that they live in a post-

genocidal land,” in which the “heavy moral baggage” of complicity in the Holocaust yield-

ed “indifference, dislike, enmity, and outright violence” against its few survivors (pp. 266–

267). Although the text has been deftly translated, the citations are hard to follow, as 

Harvard University Press has once again mandated endnotes in shortened form without a 

bibliography. Given its scholarly audience, one wishes the press would allow bibliogra-

phies in its books. Despite this deficiency, Ghost Citizens will hopefully inspire other dedi-

cated scholars to research the “ghosts” who left few documents, but whose inclusion in 

local history deeply informs the larger context of how to comprehend victims and perpetra-

tors after genocide. 

Washington, DC Andrew Demshuk

 

 

Slavomír Michálek, Michal Štefanský: Age of Fear. The Cold War and its Influence on 

Czechoslovakia 1945–1968. (Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society, Bd. 201.) ibi-

dem. Stuttgart 2019. 400 S. ISBN 976-3-8382-1285-2. (€ 45.–.) 

In this volume, the Slovak historians Slavomír M i c h á l e k  and Michal Š t e f a n s k ý  

tell the history of the first few decades of the Cold War through the lens of Czechoslo-

vakia. The book is organized into four roughly chronological chapters that concentrate on 

major Cold War flashpoints. The first chapter considers how the Cold War began, discuss-

ing events such as the 1945 San Francisco Conference, the Marshall Plan, and the Berlin 

Blockade. The second chapter considers military events in the 1950s, including the Korean 

War and the formation of the Warsaw Pact. The third chapter tackles moments of instabil-

ity in the Soviet bloc in the 1950s and 1960s, including the Polish and Hungarian crises of 

1956, the building of the Berlin Wall and the Prague Spring, while the final chapter ana-

lyzes the Vietnam War. Throughout, the authors do not simply consider these events from 

the vantage point of Czechoslovakia. Instead, they embed the history of Czechoslovakia’s 


