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Nachdem die Bände 4, 5 und 6 der Stiftungsgeschichten2 den Blickwinkel der Reihe 
vom Reich weg auf byzantinische Quellen und die Erforschung islamischer Stiftungen ge-
richtet haben, liegt nun der fünfte in diesem Rahmen erschienene Sammelband vor. Die 
Breite der hier dargelegten Forschungen der letzten 20 Jahre zur Stiftungsgeschichte er-
möglicht einen tiefen Einblick in die Stiftungstätigkeit des polnischen Adels und seiner 
Monarchen im Hoch- und Spätmittelalter und offenbart viele Parallelen, aber auch Unter-
schiede zum Reich. Daneben wird aber auch deutlich, dass die vom Hrsg. angeregte Me-
thodendiskussion (S. 11, Anm. 22) von einem Teil der Autoren für unnötig erachtet wird: 
Auf das frühe Stadium der polnischen Forschung angesprochen, entgegnet Józef Dobosz, 
dass „es hier keiner terminologischen und historischrechtlichen Diskussionen [bedürfe], 
sondern nur einer Stärkung der Erforschung der monarchischen Stiftungen“ (S. 202). Als 
Einstieg in die Forschungsdiskussion zur polnischen Stiftungsgeschichte wird der bespro-
chene Band eine wertvolle Hilfe sein. 

Dresden Emanuel Priebst
                                  
2  MICHAEL BORGOLTE (Hrsg.): Stiftungen in Christentum, Judentum und Islam vor der 

Moderne. Auf der Suche nach ihren Gemeinsamkeiten und Unterschieden in religiösen 
Grundlagen, praktischen Zwecken und historischen Transformationen, Berlin 2005; 
ASTRID MEIER, JOHANNES PAHLITZSCH u.a. (Hrsg.): Islamische Stiftungen zwischen ju-
ristischer Norm und sozialer Praxis, Berlin 2009; TIM GEELHAAR, JOHN THOMAS: Stif-
tung und Staat im Mittelalter. Eine byzantinisch-lateineuropäische Quellenanthologie in 
komparatistischer Perspektive, Berlin 2011. 
 
 

Schwertmission. Gewalt und Christianisierung im Mittelalter. Hrsg. von Hermann 
K a m p  und Martin K r o k e r . Schöningh. Paderborn u.a. 2013. 212 S., Kt. ISBN 978-3-
506-77297-8. (€ 25,60.) 

When the process of crusading began to be examined intensively in the historiography 
of the 19th c., a fundamental problem was encountered: what was the relationship between 
crusading and the Christian missions, and between the coercion used in the missions and 
peaceful missions? While raising these questions in a pluralistic historiography of crusad-
ing, attention is paid to the location (geographical factor), time (chronological factor) and 
motives (ideological factor). The ideological factor of the crusading movement is the most 
interesting and the most problematic for researchers. The volume under review here was 
published on the basis of reports made during the scientific conference “The Missions of 
the Sword” held in Paderborn in February of 2013. The conference was organized by the 
Institut zur interdisziplinären Erforschung des Mittelalters der Universität Paderborn and 
the Museum in der Kaiserpfalz des Landschaftsverbandes Westfalen-Lippe. 

The collection consists of the concise introduction by Hermann K a m p  and eight scien-
tific studies; each article is supplemented by a map with the geographical names men-
tioned in it. The works form a whole entitled the “Missions of the Sword” (Schwertmis-
sion) as they attempt to precisely analyze the main issue: why and how the contradiction 
between the theory of missions (peaceful preaching) as declared by the Church and the 
practice of the missions (coercive missions) arose. Kamp shows three attitudes towards 
coercion: as a factor helping to stabilize the state (“Mission als Form der Herrschaftsstabi-
lisierung”), as a means of justifying violence (“Die Rechtfertigung der Gewalt zu Mis-
sionszwecken”) and as the action of religious piety, where coercion is understood to be the 
shedding of blood in God’s name (“Blutvergießen im Namen Gottes”). Referring to the 
last case we encounter a certain religious experience where violence is understood as an 
offering to God (as described in the article by the Danish researcher Kurt Villads 
Je n s e n ).  

The first article by Matthias B e c h e r  deals with the submission of the Saxons and 
Christianization in the Time of Charlemagne. It is clear that the Saxons were political ob-
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jects, not independent subjects who were making their own decisions about baptism. One 
such example, as Felix B i e r m a n n  reveals in his article, was Piast Poland at the end of 
the 10th c. and in the 11th c. For this reason, the coercion used by Charlemagne towards 
the Saxons, and the coercion exercised by the first Piasts towards their subordinates dif-
fered in social and political aspects.  

Taken from the same section, an article by Matthias H a r d t  on the Christianization of 
Sorbs, Elbian and Eastern Slavs in Ottonian-Salian times, transports us to the region of 
Polabian Slavs of the 10th-11th c. Hardt shows that the centres of dioceses and churches 
were most often established in the centre of Polabian Slavonic lands, conquered by the 
Saxons. It is therefore obvious that the similar process which took place in the Polabian 
Slavonic lands in Ottonian-Salian times was noticed in other neighbouring lands – in Bo-
hemia, Poland, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. There the “spotted” Christianization was 
noticed first, which, as Hardt concludes, had not been reduced to the level of the ruler’s 
subordinates or the level of the subordinates of the nobility. It is important also that in the 
above mentioned lands, the first churches were also established in military-administrative 
centres – Biermann’s article on the first state of Piast is a good illustration of that, too. 

The above mentioned idea that the model of the conquest of Polabian Slavs was later 
used by the German Order in conquering Prussian tribes should be recognized. Jürgen 
S a r n o w s k y  writes about that very subject. On the other hand, it has been noticed in 
historiography that German Order might have possibly “brought” that model of conquest 
from the Holy Land, where it was created. Before and after the collapse of the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem in the 13th c., Christians had been trying to keep the most important military-
administrative-trade centres, and where circumstances allowed, there was much effort to 
occupy other fortifications. These particular centres established in the lands of Polabian 
Slavs and Prussia primarily performed military-administrative functions. That is proved by 
the fact that in Prussian lands, the Teutonic order established Komturies but not Bailiwicks 
(Balleien), as was done in other European lands. 

The second section of the collection consists of articles analyzing the justification for 
the coercion for the purposes of the missions. Here we encounter the theological and judi-
cial justification for coercion, and the justification for crusading as the form of coercion. 
David Crispin in his article tries to determine the relationship between the crusades and 
missions in the Holy Land. It may be possible to agree with his conclusion that the peace-
ful missions in the Holy Land were secondary (the most important aim was to get back 
what belonged to the Christians, i.e. the Holy Land).  

The article by Kamp on the Wendish Crusade should be also designated to the second 
section. He tries to establish the grounds behind the opinion that the first attempt to con-
nect the idea of crusading to the Wendish conversion occurred during the Wendish 
Crusade. According to Kamp, Bernard of Clairveaux had in mind the struggle before con-
version (with the aim of reaching conversion), rather than the fight for conversion: “Für 
Bernhard geht es um ein Kämpfen bis zur Bekehrung, nicht um ein Kämpfen, um zu 
bekehren” (p. 132). This idea is supported by Jensen in his article. While assessing the 
words of Bernard and their interpretation in modern historiography, the question arises as 
to what conversion he had in mind if there was an attempt to physically destroy pagans. It 
is important to emphasize that Bernard, while actively preaching in the Southern regions of 
France at the time that the Cathar heresy was being spread (in 1145, just a couple of years 
before the Wendish Crusade), did not raise any questions about the alternative of “death or 
baptism”. The alternative is also not mentioned in another equally renowned article dedi-
cated to the Templars De laude novae militiae, dated between 1128 and 1136 (we can wit-
ness a clear struggle against the Muslims, but not the above-mentioned alternative). The 
article Deconsideatione, written most probably just after the Wendish crusade, once again 
expresses the idea of peaceful evangelization. These facts confirm that to see only the 
physical destruction of pagans in Bernard’s alternative would not be correct. 
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Katrin B o u r r é e ,  in her article on the conflict between the German Order and Poland-
Lithuania in 1386, refers to the part of the Order’s Ältere Hochmeisterchronik in which 
there was mention of the presumably not real baptism of the Great Duke of Lithuania and 
the Polish king Jagiełło (Jogaila) and the people making up his entourage (even including 
Duke Vytautas). There is no doubt that the image of Jagiełło created by the German Order 
was used to justify the war directed against the Polish-Lithuanian state, suggesting that Ja-
giełło, in the eyes of the Order, remained pagan. On the other hand, it is noticeable that the 
majority of monarch converts of Middle Europe were not able to avoid a certain negative 
image. This also happened with the Polish Duke Bolesław the Brave, the first king of 
Hungary Steven and many other rulers.  

The third section is most vividly represented by Jensen’s article that deals with the 
coercion and missions of Danish origin in the East Baltic area in the 12th-13th c. The au-
thor, basing his knowledge on the chronicles of Saxo Grammaticus and Henry of Livonia, 
is trying to find out how revenge, which gives birth to coercion, turned into saint zeal and 
saint revenge. Since crusading, according to the author, was imitation Christi, then it was 
not surprising that in the rhetoric of the Medieval Ages, crusaders were depicted as mar-
tyrs, struggling for God and the Christian religion and receiving the salvation of the soul in 
return (p. 155). Thus violence, robbing and war were perceived as being a sacrifice for 
God.  

Thus, the presented collection of articles is important for further discussions on coer-
cion and crusading, and for the analysis of the problem of coercion in Christian missions. 
On the other hand, the discussed articles show how multifaceted and complicated the 
problem of ideological foundation of coercive missions and crusading is.  

Klaipėda Marius Ščavinskas  
 
 
Landscapes and Societies in Medieval Europe East of the Elbe. Interactions Between 
Environmental Settings and Cultural Transformations. Hrsg. von Sunhild K l e i n g ä r t -
n e r , Timothy P. N e w f i e l d , Sébastien R o s s i g n o l  und Donat W e h n e r . (Papers in 
Mediaeval Studies, Bd. 23.) Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies. Toronto 2013. 406 S., 
Ill., graph. Darst. ISBN 978-0-88844-823-1. (€ 80,–.)  

Die interdisziplinäre Arbeitsgruppe „Gentes trans Albiam – Europa östlich der Elbe im 
Mittelalter“ stellt in diesem ansprechend gestalteten Sammelband – der vierten Publika-
tion, die seit 2009 aus der Arbeitsgruppe hervorgegangen ist – die Beiträge einer interna-
tionalen Konferenz vor, die im März 2010 an der York University in Toronto stattfand. 
Fünfzehn Beiträge, umrahmt von einleitenden sowie resümierenden Ausführungen der 
Hrsg., widmen sich den Wechselwirkungen zwischen sozialen und naturräumlichen Gege-
benheiten im mittelalterlichen Osteuropa. „Human societies do not exist in a vacuum, but 
are everywhere shaped by the physical geography and climate they inhabit, as well as the 
animal and plant life with which they coexist. The natural environment, at the same time, 
is gradually transformed in the course of decades and centuries under the influence of hu-
man activity“ (S. 3 f.). 

Auffällig ist dabei, wie breit der Band in zeitlicher, räumlicher und methodischer Hin-
sicht angelegt ist. Von der Spätantike bis ins Spätmittelalter, von der Elbe bis nach Liv-
land, Staraja Ladoga und Ungarn spannen die Autorinnen und Autoren einen breiten 
Bogen. Neben klassisch mediävistischen Untersuchungen von Textquellen sind vor allem 
Archäologie und Siedlungsgeschichte prominent vertreten. Dabei werden auch Relevanz 
und Aussagekraft eher ungewöhnlicher Teildisziplinen demonstriert, wie etwa der Archäo-
zoologie, der historischen Epizootiologie (Erforschung von Tierseuchen), der Archäobota-
nik, der Palynologie bzw. Pollenanalyse oder der Unterwasserarchäologie. Dass solche in-
novativen und für viele Mediävistinnen und Mediävisten wenig bekannten Ansätze einem 
breiteren Fachpublikum vorgestellt und auch Nicht-Spezialisten zugänglich gemacht wer-
den, kann dem Sammelband als großes Verdienst angerechnet werden. 


