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un d Sowjetzonenflüchtlingen , Statisti k der Bundesrepubli k Deutschland , 

Bd 211; Statistische s Jahrbuc h der Bundesrepubli k Deutschlan d 1956 (hrsg. vom 

Statistische n Bundesamt , Wiesbaden) . 

Industriel Transformation, Population Movement 
and German Nationalism in Bohemia 

Th e German-nationalis t labor movemen t in th e Habsbur g Empir e was 

inextricabl y boun d up with th e Czech-Germa n conflict . Th e "Deutsch e Ar-
beiterpartei" , founde d at Trautena u in 1904, counte d mos t of its adherent s in 

Bohemia . Th e Germa n an d Czech Socia l Democrat s in Bohemi a were divided 

int o Internationalis t an d nationalist-oriente d wings tha t oppose d each othe r 

with increasin g bitternes s in th e decad e before 1914. If th e German-Austria n 

Socia l Democrat s were th e first politica l leader s in Europ ę to attemp t a 

theoretica l Solutio n to th e proble m of nationa l an d social liberty , the y were 

also th e targe t of bitte r criticis m as "Germanizers " from thei r Czech comrades . 

Th e Czech Socialis t leader s on thei r par t often appeare d to have adopte d th e 

nationa l progra m an d ideology of th e radica l bourgeoi s Czech parties . Durin g 

th e last decad e of th e monarch y man y worker s in Bohemia , bot h Germa n 

an d Czech , who remaine d formall y loyal to th e idea l of internationa l prole -
taria n solidarity , were in fact nationalisti c to a degree or were incline d to 

adop t an opportunisti c attitud e towar d nationalism . By 1918 perhap s th e 

majorit y of all Germa n an d Czech worker s in Alt-Oesterreic h ha d com e to 

th e conclusio n tha t thei r pressin g social an d economi c problem s coul d be 

solved onl y in th e framewor k of a nationa l stat e an d no t in a federate d empir e 

of man y nationalitie s with differen t economi c an d cultura l levels. 

A militan t minorit y since th e mid-ninetie s on each side ha d proclaime d tha t 

th e interest s of th e natio n cam e before thos e of th e individua l or an y specia l 

class. The y declare d tha t thei r aim was to improv e th e conditio n of thei r 

respectiv e nation s by radica l social an d economi c reforms , bu t the y too k an 

ambiguou s line on th e necessit y of maintainin g or overthrowin g th e centra l 

economi c an d politica l institution s of moder n Europea n civilization . By 1918 

thes e self-styled Nationa l Socialist s ha d abandone d muc h of th e humani -
taria n ideals of libera l demoerae y an d Marxism . Thei r positio n canno t be easily 

fitted int o th e convenien t nineteenth-centur y classification s of Righ t or Left. 1 

1) Th e ter m "Nationa l Socialism " in th e contex t of thi s articl e refers to 

th e progra m an d outloo k of th e adherent s of th e DAP/DNSAP . Th e contentio n 

of some writers , an d of th e late r Hitler-movement , to preemp t th e ter m for 

th e Nazi s cannot , in th e author' s opinion , be admitted , especially retroactivel y 

to th e perio d before 1918. Ther e is no satisfactor y Substitut e for th e ter m 

"Nationa l Socialist " when referrin g to th e "Deutsch e Nationalsozialistisch e 

Arbeiterpartei " an d its adherents . N o causa l influenc e or particula r connectio n 

between Austrian Nationa l Socialism before 1918 an d th e late r Hitler -
movemen t is intended . 



262 Andre G. Whitesid e 

Th e ultimat e source s of cours e of Austrian Nationa l Socialism before 1918 

mus t be looked for in change s in th e though t an d behaviou r of th e people s of 

Western Europ ę tha t ha d been going on for some on e hundre d an d fifty years. 

Grea t materia ù an d intellectua l changes , mos t of which ar e though t of as 

representin g progress an d thei r effects considere d praiseworthy , combine d to 

creat e th e psychologica l climat e in which radica l partie s coul d germinate . 

Austrian politica l partie s after 1870, like partie s in othe r countries , were laying 

increasin g emphasi s on immediat e materia ù goals an d were less concerne d 

with th e good of humanit y tha n with th e welfare of particula r economic , 

social or geographica l groups . I n Bohemi a th e struggle for libert y an d equalit y 

becam e also, unfortunately , a struggle for nationa l domination . I t is no t surpri -
sing tha t Nationa l Socialism , which combine d th e two goals, foun d its 

inspiratio n an d chief strengt h in tha t historicall y borde r province . 

Th e mer e presenc e of two linguisticall y an d historicall y differen t people s in 

on e politica l unit , in th e genera ù condition s prevailin g after 1870, doe s no t 

however explain why extremis t nationalis m develope d in Bohemi a amon g a 

considerable , if minority , elemen t of Germa n labor after abou t 1895 an d 

produce d a Nationa l Socialis t Party . 

A glance at a list of Germa n "national-socialist " trad e union s of 19092 

shows tha t th e movemen t was well establishe d in th e following trades : bakers , 

leatherworkers , taver n employees , störe Clerks, buildin g trades , ceramic , textile , 

silk, glass, metal , wood, chemical , paper , rubber , tobacco , an d transpor t wor-
kers, railwaymen , coa l miners , posta ù employees , wigmakers an d barbers . 

Thes e union s were establishe d chiefly in th e Northwes t Bohemia n coa l 

distric t (Brüx , Dux , Teplitz , etc. ) an d in th e textil e an d glass producin g are a 

of Northeaster n Bohemi a (Reichenberg , Gablonz , etc.) . Othe r center s were 

Iglau , Mährisch-Trübau , Aussig an d Krumau , an d outsid e of Bohemia-Mora -
via at Vienna an d Graz . 

Thi s list shows tha t th e place s wher e nationa l antagonis m led to organize d 

anti-Czec h labor organization s were not , as migh t have been supposed , alon g 

th e "linguistic frontier " betwee n th e two people s within Bohemia , which 

Heinric h Rauchber g foun d was surprisingl y clear-cu t an d stable in 1900.3 

Articulat e nationa l hostilit y amon g th e German s was strenges t in th e interio r 

of th e German-speakin g area . 

Th e German-nationalis t labor movemen t an d th e self-styled Nationa l Socia -
list Part y tha t grew ou t of it will be illuminate d by an analysis of Czech 

immigratio n int o th e interio r of "Germa n Bohemia " in th e perio d from 1880 

2) Cf. Der Bergmann (Karbitz) , Dec . 14, 1911, p. 4; Deutsche Arbeiterstimme 
(Gablonz) , Aug. 3, 1907, p . 5; Deutsch e Gewerkschaf t (Wien) , Jan . 1, 1913, p. 4; 

Protokoll des ersten Kongresses der deutschen Gewerkschaften Österreichs 
(Wien , 1909), p . 72; Alois Ciller , Die Vorläufer des Nationalsozialismu s (Wien , 

1932), pp . 46, 64, 96; Statistisches Handbuch des Königreiches Böhmen {Prag, 

1913), p . 282. 

3) H. Rauchberg , Der Nationale Besitzstand in Böhmen (Leipzig , 1905), 
pp . 51—58, 87—94. 
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to 1900 when th e nationalis t labor movemen t was in genesis. Such an analysis 

will help to clarify why th e Czech immigratio n create d th e basis of a Germa n 

nationalis t labor movemen t in some localitie s while in other s it did not , an d 

why th e size of th e Czech immigratio n was decisive in some industrie s while 

in other s th e conditio n of th e individua l industr y was th e dominan t factor . 

On e of th e best source s of Informatio n abou t th e interna l migration s in 

Bohemi a is Rauchberg' s stud y of th e Czech an d Germa n "Besitzstand " in 

Bohemia , th e ter m for th e absolut e an d relative number s of th e two nationali -
ties, thei r geographica l distribution , an d thei r economi c an d social condition . 

Usin g th e Austrian censu s as his chief source , with corroborativ e materia ù 
drawn from statist s on schoo l attendance , lan d ownership , wages, an d occupa -
tiona l groups , Rauchber g compile d exact Informatio n on th e movemen t of 

Populatio n within Bohemi a between 1880 an d 1900.4 Th e Austrian censu s ha d 

mad e th e "Umgangssprache" , or language of daily use, th e test of nationalit y 

since 1880, when ethnologica l an d cultura l criteri a were abandone d as un -
workable , an d its reliabilit y is convincingl y defende d by Rauchberg. 5 On th e 

basis of th e "Umgangssprache " as indicate d by censu s statistic s he divided th e 

96 prefecture s (Bezirke ) of Bohemi a int o four lingua l categories : Germa n — 

over 80% German-speaking ; German-mixe d — 50% to 80% German-speaking ; 

Czech-mixe d — 50% to 80% Czech-speaking ; an d Czech — over 80% Czech -
speaking . By correlatin g record s of wher e th e resident s of a prefectur e ha d 

been bor n with th e lingua l categor y of th e prefectur e of birt h h e determine d 

bot h th e tota l numbe r of immigrant s an d th e numbe r of each nationality . 

I n some area s he applie d thi s procedur ę to unit s as small as township s or 

even villages, thoug h th e smalle r th e uni t th e greate r th e proportio n of 

possible errors . H e conclude d tha t th e majorit y of bot h nationalitie s still 
resided in 1900, as the y ha d since th e beginnin g of reliable populatio n statistic s 

in th e lat e eighteent h Century , in two virtuall y homogeneou s part s of Bohe -
mia — tha t is, in area s in which 90% of th e inhabitant s spoke th e same 

language . Th e minorit y tha t lived in mixed prefectures , however , ha d greatly 

increased . Man y "German " prefecture s ha d becom e "German-mixed". 6 

In 1900, accordin g to Rauchberg' s figures, 1,519,667 nativ e Bohemian s were 

living in prefecture s othe r tha n thos e in which the y were born . Of thes e 

327,267 ha d been bor n in prefecture s at least 80% Germa n — it mus t be 

assume d the n tha t at least 80% would be German-speaking . Mor e tha n on e 

millio n (1,007,384) ha d been bor n in Czech prefectures . I n othe r words, 22% 

of th e Bohemian s living in a prefectur e to which the y ha d migrate d cam e 

from Germa n districts , 67% from Czech districts . While thes e figures refer to 

4) On e of his chief source s was th e Österreichisch e Statistik publishe d yearly 

by th e K. K. Statistische Zentralkommission, Wien. Th e hea d of thi s burea u 

in 1909 was a respecte d scholar , Dr . Kar l Theodo r von Inama-Sternegg . 

5) Cf. Thoma s v. Inama-Sterneg g on th e questio n of th e fairness ähd 

accurac y of th e Umgangssprach e as a criterio n of nationality , "Die nächst e 

Volkszählung", Statistische Monatsschrift, XXVI, 5. Jahrg. , (Wien, 1900), 
pp . 455—493, an d H . Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 12—19. 

6) H . Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 87—94. 
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All this movement was of course part of a European phenomenon in which 
tens of millions of people left their homes between 1830 and 1930, many for 
other continents. Much has been written about these migrations and their 
causes. In the area we are discussing, as has been stated, the mechanization of 
agriculture threw many farm hands out of work and made small peasant 
holdings submarginal, machine industry encroached on the peasant handica-
rafts which often saved rural families from starvation, and industry had the 
irresistible attraction of being able to pay higher wages than agriculture. 
Moreover, in the nineteenth Century wages for all kinds of work were usually 
higher in the German-speaking part of Bohemia than in the Czech part, so 
that the German part exercised a continuous pull.12 The difference in wages, 
however, regulated the direction of the movement rather than operated as 
its basic cause. When German-speaking peasants changed to industrial work 
they almost always remained in the German area, often in their own pre-
fecture. Their places on the land were likely to be filled by Czechs, though the 
majority of Czech migrants became miners or factory workers. 

The immediate cause of the large-scale migration to the lignite fields of 
northwestern Bohemia was the increased demand for coal created by 
industrialization. After the change-over from wood to coal in factories and 
the lowering of Austrian customs barriers (1850) the mines were greatly 
expanded. Production was further stimulated by the extension of railway 
lines and improved transportation facilities on the Elbe. By 1870 the mine 
owners were unable to fill their labor needs from the local population, and 
workers were imported wholesale. The increase in the number of miners was 
aecompanied, Rauchberg's statistics show, by an increase in the size of the 
Czech minorities. In 1880 the population of Brüx consisted of 30,735 Germans 
and 3,166 Czechs; in 1890 of 38,335 Germans and 9,520 Czechs, in 1900 of 53,787 
Germans and 19,218 Czechs. In Dux, in 1880, the Germans numbered 21,202, 
the Czechs 3,582; in 1890 the Germans numbered 29,645, the Czechs 5,697; in 
1900 the Germans numbered 38,530, the Czechs 13,661. In Teplitz in 1880 there 
were 45,051 Germans and 2,476 Czechs; in 1890, 57,319 Germans and 3,688 
Czechs; in 1900 78,136 Germans and 9,018 Czechs. In Bilin in 1880 there were 
21,091 Germans and 1,543 Czechs; in 1890, 22,651 Germans and 2,077 Czechs; 
in 1900, 27,637 Germans and 3,474 Czechs. Between 1880 and 1900, in the coal 
region as a whole the German population increased about 60%, the Czech 
over 300%.ls 

In 1900, when the development of the Bohemian coalfields reached its 
height, nearly 90% of the miners came from outside the prefectures in which 

12) Karl Kautsky, long afterward, showed that inequalities in the standard 
of living of Slav and German workers existed. "Löhne und Gehälter", 
Schriften des Vereins für Sozialpolitik (Wien, 1925), p. 105 f. Cf. H. Rauchberg, 
Besitzstand, I, pp. 645—658. Bauer, Nationalitätenfrage, p. 252 f. 

13) Cf. H. Rauchberg, Besitzstand, I, pp. 67, 463, 490. Cf. Franz Sigl, Die 
Soziale Struktur des Sudetendeutschtums (Leipzig, 1938), p. 73. Emil Strauss, 
Die Entstehung der Tschechoslowakischen Republik (Prag, 1934), p. 38. 
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the y were living an d working. 14 Thei r place s of origin are shown on th e rolls 

of th e "Central-Bruderlade " of northwester n Bohemia . Of 23,310 active inem -
bers in 1897, 22,791 ha d been bor n in Bohemia . I n Brü x 6,197 cam e from chiefly 

Germa n prefectures , 10,672 from chiefly Czech prefectures ; in Teplit z 3,042 

from chiefly German , 1,717 from chiefly Czech ; in Komota u 771 from chiefly 

German , 392 from chiefly Czech. 15 About half of th e Czech-speakin g populatio n 

of Brü x belonge d to th e "Bruderlade". 1 6 

Immigratio n int o th e manufacturin g center s of norther n Bohemi a was less 

extensive an d less rapi d tha n tha t int o th e coalfields bu t was large in some 

places . In 1900 th e politica l Bezirk of Reichenberg , with a populatio n of 

62,907, containe d 45,327 immigrants , of whom 17,708 were Czechs . Gablonz , 

with 66,147 inhabitants , ha d 28,016 immigrants , of whom 15,016 were Czechs . 

Aussig, with 83,362 inhabitants , ha d 43,458 immigrants , of whom 15,094 were 

Czechs . Leitmeritz , with 48,239 inhabitants , ha d 28,580 immigrants , of whom 

13,918 were Czechs . Othe r importan t citie s containin g a large numbe r of Czech 

immigrant s were Trautenau , with 11,301 (in th e prefecture) ; Mies , with 9,090; 

Hohenelbe , with 5,696; Krumau , with 6,409.17 

Statistic s ar e complicate d by th e fact tha t a prefectur e occasionall y containe d 

a few smal l communities , or Gemeinden , in which th e nationa l complexio n of 

th e prefectur e was completel y reversed . Ther e were, for example , several 

Czech Gemeinde n in Germa n Reichenberg . Rac e relation s depende d to some 

exten t on whethe r th e Czech immigrant s settle d in a Czech or a Germa n 

Gemeinde . 

Germa n worker s in th e handicraf t industrie s as in th e mine s an d factorie s 

feit th e impac t of Czech Immigration . I t ha s been said tha t th e handicraft s in 

onc e Germa n district s were largely take n over by Czech s becaus e th e workin g 

condition s were alread y so bad tha t Germa n youth s avoided them . Man y 

Germans , nevertheless , remaine d in them , an d thei r plight was mad e worse by 

14) H . Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 317—318. 

15) H . Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 313—316. Thi s was an Organizatio n of 

min e worker s for th e collection , administratùon, an d disbursemen t of sum s 

to cover emergencie s such as accidents , illness, death , an d unemployment . 

The y were no t in an y sense union s an d mad e n o wage or politica l demands . 

Th e idea wen t back centuries , a "Bruderlade " bein g mentione d in th e Kutten -
berg (Bohemia ) min e ordinance s of 1280; th e moder n form was establishe d by 

th e Austrian law of 1892 which define d its financia l right s an d obligations . 

Cf. Soziale Verwaltung in Österreich (Wien, 1900), I . Hef t 1, pp . 66—94; 

Handwörterbuch der Staatswissenschaften, Hrsg . von J . Conrad , L. Elster , 

W. Lexis, Edg. Loening , 3rd ed. (Jena , 1909—1911), IV, articl e on mine s an d 

minin g law, pp . 72—73. Th e Centra l Benevolen t Fun d for Northwes t Bohemi a 

or "Bruderlade " was forme d in 1893 by th e consolidatio n of fifteen smalle r 

benevolen t organizations . I t ha d branche s in nearl y all th e mine s of north -
western Bohemia . Cf. Protokolle über die Verhandlungen des österreichischen 
Sozialdemokratische n Parteitage s zu Wien  1894, (Wien, 1894), pp . 131—144. 

16) H. Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 320—323. 

17) H. Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 233, 236. SHKB  (1913), pp . 16—23). 
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th e influx of chea p Czech labor . Amon g th e industrie s tha t were chiefly, or to 

a significan t extent , carrie d on by handicraftsmen , th e greates t with respec t 

to productio n an d labor force was textiles . Other s were shoemaking , clothin g 

manufacture , blacksmithin g an d forge work, porcelain , pottery , an d glass.18 

Of cours e durin g th e late nineteent h Century , especially after 1890, handi -
craft produetio n tende d to evolve int o machin e produetio n an d small factorie s 

int o large ones . Som e manufacturin g concern s in th e region between Tetschen , 

Aussig, an d Leitmerit z on th e west an d Trautena u on th e east — for example , 

Schich t an d Liebig — becam e amon g th e largest in Austria . 

Th e numbe r of Czech immigrant s in th e handicraf t shops fluetuate d with 

seasona l conditions . Thes e me n cam e individuall y in search of work or highe r 

wages, no t in a flood of importe d labor like th e miners . Som e were unskilled 

farm hands , other s skilled or semi-skille d craftsmen . Fe w wholly ne w com -
munitie s were forme d by them , for the y were often take n int o Germa n com -
munities . Bu t in th e crisis-ridde n condition s of hom e industr y th e settlemen t 

of even isolated Czech s in a neighborhoo d caused alarm . 

Unde r th e pressur e of competitio n from machin e industr y th e master -
craftsme n in weaving, woodworking , leatherwork , glass an d porcelai n making , 

an d variou s othe r trada s were obliged to cu t costs an d therefor e to emplo y 

no t only th e cheape r Czech s bu t youthfu l apprentice s in plac e of adul t 

journeymen . In using mor e apprentice s the y were in effect resortin g to child 

labor in orde r to stay in business. Between 1894 an d 1906 th e numbe r of 

apprentice s in a branc h of produetio n tha t as a whole was declinin g in size 

rose from 174,000 to some 300,000; th e numbe r of journeyme n an d master s 

feil sharpl y in th e sam e period. 19 Th e guilds guarde d th e master' s statu s 

rigorousl y despit e its increasin g meaninglessness , an d journeymen , barre d 

from advancement , tende d to continu e with a maste r as so-calle d "Sitzge-
sellen", or permanen t employees . Th e master s at th e same tim e were losing 

thei r independenc e an d becomin g employee s of factors . When th e facto r bough t 

th e ra w materiaù, supervised outpu t to his speeifications , often supplyin g th e 

machinery , paid for th e produe t by th e piece an d sold it, th e maste r was 

virtuall y workin g for wages. H e belonge d to th e proletariat. 2 0 

In some fields handicraf t produetio n actuall y expande d with th e growth 

of machin e manufacture . Operation s like paintin g an d etchin g in glass-making , 

wood an d bon e carving, jewelry-making , th e use of mother-of-pearl , an d some 

processe s in textile-makin g were handle d mor e economicall y by smal l shop s 

18) About 11,165,000 person s were employe d in Bohemia n industr y in 1900. 

SHKB  (1913), pp . 15, 246. Cf. H . Rauchberg , Besitzstand, I, pp . 312—313. 

19) Verhandlungen des Iten Gewerkschaftskongresses (Wien, 1907), pp . 24—25. 

Ther e were abou t 68,000 master s an d abou t 760,000 tota l in handicraf t industr y 

in Austria in 1897. About 1,000,000 worked in factories . Cf. Protokolle über 

die Verhandlungen des Parteitags der österr. Sozialdemokratie 1897 (Wien , 

1897), pp . 131 f. 
20) Cf. Eugen Schwiedland , Kleingewerbe und Hausindustrie in Österreich 

(Wien , 1910), pp . 81—84. Ludwig Kleinwächter , Di e Holzweberei in Alt-
Ehrenberg bei Rumburg in Böhmen (Prag , 1891), pp . 184—185. 
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or individual s at home . But by 1900 even thes e specia l branche s were dominate d 

by factors , an d th e workme n were socially an d economicall y indistinguishabl e 

from factor y hands. 2 1 Smal l shop s often operate d as adjunct s to a factor y in 

th e neighborhood , usually on e tha t ha d seasona l rush period s an d at thos e 

time s liked to pu t ou t work. An occasiona l factor y decentralize d itself int o 

a networ k of smal l shop s with th e owne r becomin g a facto r an d his forme r 

employee s workin g in th e shop s as selfstyled master s or journeymen . Con -
versely, a Communit y of hom e worker s migh t be centralize d int o a factory. 22 

Sometime s a whole farmin g region , particularl y in th e foothill s of th e Riesen -
gebirge, wher e wate r power was available, becam e a collectio n of handicraf t 

shop s which were eventuall y take n over by a factor . Th e industria l city of 

Warnsdor f grew ou t of such a concentratio n of handicraf t workers . A 

peculiarit y of muc h Bohemia n industr y was its rura l location . 

Almost all th e inhabitant s of thes e factor y villages, know n in th e region 

as Waldhufendörfer , were "Sitzgesellen". Earnin g a precariou s living at thei r 

trade , the y often owne d or leased a small plot of groun d outsid e th e town , 

which the y cultivate d in thei r spare time . Th e miner s of th e northwester n 

coalfields also liked to have a garden . In some place s the y petitione d th e 

companie s for permissio n to lease th e ruine d lan d aroun d abandone d pit heads . 

Th e glass worker s in th e Gablon z area an d th e Böhmerwal d sometime s received 

par t of thei r wages in th e form of leases on strips of lan d aroun d th e 

factories. 23 Becomin g strongl y attache d to thei r smal l plots , th e nativ e in -
dustria l worker s of Bohemi a develope d a sense of "Bodenständigkeit " no t often 

foun d amon g proletarians . Thu s th e fear of losing thei r Jobs to chea p Czech 

labo r was compounde d by th e fear of havin g to leave thei r bit of land . In 

consequenc e the y were even mor e susceptibl e to nationalis t agitatio n tha n 

th e urba n proletariat . 

Ther e were certai n cost advantage s in handicraf t productio n for th e manu -
facturer . Th e facto r require d less capita l tha n th e owne r of a business an d 

suffered less from recession s an d seasona l declines . Smal l shop s did no t com e 

unde r mos t of th e social legislation passed after 1880. Th e master s could evade 

some taxes an d th e Gewerbekontrolle. 24 The y coul d exploi t thei r wives an a 

21) Protokolle des Parteitages der deutschen Sozialdemokrati e in Österreich , 

Linz,  1898 (Wien, 1898), pp . 131—134. E. Schwiedland , Kleingewerbe, pp . 21—54, 

81—83. 

22) Thi s economi c developmen t seems to have been mor e commo n in Bohemi a 

an d th e neighborin g par t of Saxon y tha n elsewhere in Europę . Cf. E. Schwied -
land , Kleingewerbe, pp . 111—114. L. Lehr , Die Hausindustrie in der Stadt 
Leipzig und ihrer Umgebung (Leipzig , 1891), p . 22. POeSD (1897), pp . 145—150. 

PdSDOe (1898), pp . 131—134. 

23) Han s Krebs , "De r sudetendeutsch e Arbeiter" , Sudetendeutsches Jahrbuch 
(Eger , 1926), p . 205 f. Cf. Schwiedland , Kleingewerbe , pp . 20—21, E. G. Bürger , 

"Die Wandlunge n des Waldhufendorfes" , Sudet.  Jahrb. (1929), pp . 168—180. 

F . Jesser, Die Beziehungen zwischen Heimarbeit und Boden (Prag , 1907), 
passim. Rudol f Haider , "Glasmache r un d Holzhaue r im Böhmerwalde" , Sudet. 
Jahrb. (1926), p . 209. 

24) POeSD (1897), pp . 149—150. 
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bias against the m was stron g in man y strat a of th e Czech population . In th e 

Bohemia n provincia l bureaucrac y Czech s were predominant , an d frequentl y 

the y were appointe d to post s in th e imperia l administratio n by a Czec h 

Landsmann-Ministe r like Josef Kaiz l or a Slavophi l Statthalte r like Coun t 

Fran z Thun , bu t in genera ù German s were favored, perhap s of necessity , in 

th e Austrian imperia l civil service. 29 With th e emergenc e of th e masses int o 

politica l life, as a resul t of publi c education , th e popula r press, th e trad e 

unio n movement , an d increasin g politica l democracy , thi s questio n of nationa l 

quota s becam e a burnin g issue. I n 1910 a Nationa l Socialis t charge d tha t while 

th e German s were 36% of th e populatio n of Austria , the y ha d onl y 30% of 

th e imperia l civil service position s an d 10% of th e Bohemia n provincia l posts. 30 

Th e figurę ma y be exaggerated bu t it illustrate s th e sense of wron g tha t 

man y Germa n worker s coul d no t help feeling when th e Czech s applie d thei r 

Version of equalit y to employment . 

In conclusion , th e increasingl y bitte r antagonis m between Czech an d Germa n 

worker s in Bohemi a was no t du e to th e mer e presenc e of th e two people s in 

th e same provinc e but to th e shifts of populatio n tha t accompanie d industri -
alization . Before thi s movemen t began, th e bulk of th e Czech s an d German s 

ha d lived in separate , almos t homogeneou s part s of th e province . Muc h of 

Austrian industr y was locate d deep in wha t German-speakin g Austrian s 

called German-Bohemia . Lower Austria , especially Vienna , was also heavily 

industrialized . As th e temp o of industrializatio n was speede d up , thousand s 

of agricultura l workers , bot h Czec h an d German, , lure d by th e deman d for 

labor an d forced off th e lan d by th e rationalizatio n an d mechanizatio n of 

agriculture , migrate d to th e industria l area s to seek work in th e mine s an d 

factories . A lon g agricultura l depressio n which set in in 1870 gave additiona l 

impetu s to thi s trend . After 1880 man y ne w enclave s of Czech-speakin g 

worker s were forme d in th e mids t of th e German-speakin g inhabitant s of 

Germa n Bohemia . Th e ne w industria l labo r force thu s provided , mad e up 

as it was largely of unskille d farm hands , was necessaril y at th e botto m of 

th e economi c scale. Th e Czechs , moreover , were used to lower Standard s of 

living tha n th e German s an d were therefor e willing to accep t lower wages. 

Thi s gave the m a competitiv e advantag e in th e labo r marke t which led 

Germa n worker s to conside r the m as great a threa t to wage Standard s as th e 

employers ' greed for profits . Th e enmit y arouse d on bot h sides create d a 

popula r psychology receptiv e to nationalis t propaganda . Migratio n establishe d 

entirel y ne w relation s between at least some Czech s an d Germans . Th e massive 

Czech immigratio n int o th e industria l region s of Bohemi a threatene d Germa n 

worker s in a lon g list of occupation s with th e loss of thei r Jobs, status , 

an d homes . 

29) Elizabet h Wiskemann , Czechs and Germans (London , 1939), p. 63. Ther e 

were abou t 35,000 provincia l Bohemia n officials before 1914. SHKB  (1913), 

pp. 46—47. 

30) Deutsche Volkswehr (Gablonz) , 1910, quote d in Alexande r Schilling , 

Dr . Walter Rieh l (Leipzig , 1933), pp . 59—60. 
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In th e northwes t Bohemia n coal fields th e Czech immigratio n was very large 

an d th e lower Czech standar d of living was able to exert heavy pressur e on 

th e wage-level an d Jobs of th e Germa n miners . Thi s pressur e was aggravated 

by th e increasingl y uncertai n economi c positio n of th e lowgrade Bohemia n 

coa l an d lignite industr y after 1900 due to competitio n from highe r grade 

mine s in France , Englan d an d Germany . Czec h immigratio n was no t on a 

massive scalę int o th e handicraf t industries , man y of which were concentrate d 

chiefly in northeaster n Bohemia , bu t it was in thos e industrie s tha t th e 

Positio n of th e worker was worst, threatene d as it was by machin e production , 

declinin g profits , seasona l variations , rapaciou s factors , an d inadequat e socia l 

insuranc e an d safeguards of th e workers ' health . 

Th e place s an d industrie s wher e th e German-nationalis t labo r movemen t 

develope d show tha t th e movemen t is chiefly traceabl e to several paralle l 

relate d events : recen t Czech immigratio n int o industria l work in a pre -
dominantl y German-speakin g distric t wher e labor ha d traditionall y enjoyed 

th e highe r Germa n standar d of living; crisis in th e industr y int o which th e 

Czech worker s flowed as rivals with th e German s for Jobs — th e critica l 

conditio n of th e industr y ha d a close relationshi p to th e sensitivenes s of th e 

German s to Czech s enterin g th e labor force ; a type of industria l work 

emphasizin g skill an d likely therefor e to creat e a high degree of socia l 

cohesio n an d group consciousness ; unusuall y stron g identificatio n with thei r 

home s on th e par t of German-Bohemia n workers, strengthene d often by 

possession of actua l patche s of groun d tha t the y farmed , with consequen t 

reluctanc e to "flow freely" as "factor s of production " to opportunitie s in 

othe r places . 

Andr e G. Whitesid e 

Forschungsbericht e 

Zur polnische n Parteigeschichtsschreibun g von 1945-196 0 

über die Zeit bis 1914 

I . E i n l e i t u n g 

De r Ausbruch des Erste n Weltkrieges, de r den „Zusammenbruc h des euro -
päische n Staatensystems " einleitete , ha t nich t zuletz t eben dadurc h auch eine 

erste Phas e de r polnische n Parteienentwicklun g abgeschlossen un d eine unver -
kennba r neuartig e Konstellatio n ermöglicht. 1 Dies e tiefe Zäsur , nac h der die 

1) Daz u jetzt H. J a b ù o ń s k i , Polityk a Polskie j Parti i Socjalistyczne j w 

czasie wojny 1914—1918 r. [Di e Politi k de r PP S in der Zei t des Krieges von 

1914—18.] Warscha u 1948; vgl. auch W. C o n z e , Polnisch e Natio n un d deut -
sche Politi k im 1. Weltkrieg, Köln 1958, sowie die zu Beginn sehr unzuver -
lässige Würzburge r phil . Diss. von F . H . W u n d e r l i c h , De r deutsch e Reichs -
tag un d die polnisch e Frag e 1914—1918, 1957 (Ms.) , un d W. R e c k e , Di e polni -
sche Frag e als Proble m der europäische n Politik . Berlin 1927. 


