Besprechungen und Anzeigen 635

Nach seiner Nominierung wandelte er sich von einem pro-ruthenischen Parlamentarier zu
einem ,,Politiker, der bereit war, ukrainische Forderungen zugunsten des politischen Pro-
gramms der Regierungspartei zu opfern™ (S. 53), auch wenn er manchmal als ,,Ruthene*
von allpolnischen (wszechpolscy) Studenten mit Eiern beworfen wurde (S. 109) und insge-
samt ,,den ukrainischen Forderungen eine offenere Einstellung entgegenbrachte (S. 53).
Somit waren auch seine Erfolge aus ruthenischer Sicht bescheiden, wenn auch M. klar
macht, dass hier die starken anti-ruthenischen Tendenzen im galizischen Landesschulrat
sowie an der Lemberger Universitdt Zugestindnisse an die ukrainische Bevolkerung un-
moglich machten. Die in der polnischen Forschung nur selten erwéihnte Nationalisierung
der Professoren erlaubte es dank der akademischen Autonomie, die polnische Vorherr-
schaft auf der Hochschule auch gegen den Willen des Ministeriums und der Statthalterei
zu zementieren. Der galizische Schulrat dagegen blieb trotz hiufiger Forderungen rutheni-
scher Politiker nach einem eigenen Landesschulrat fiir Ostgalizien ungeteilt und von Polen
dominiert und konnte somit die pro-polnische Schulpolitik fordern. Interessant ist hier
auch die Feststellung von M., dass die Errichtung von utraquistischen Schulen keineswegs
als Zugestiandnis von polnischer Seite zu verstehen ist — vielmehr waren sie ein Instrument,
um die Errichtung ukrainischer Schulen zu verzégern. Somit blieb der ukrainischen Bevol-
kerung vor allem im Bereich der weiterfilhrenden Bildung entweder der Weg durch das
polnische Schulwesen oder aber durch ukrainische Privatschulen, die Anfang des 20. Jh.
zahlreicher und auch (vereinzelt) in Staatsschulen umgewandelt wurden.

Mit seiner deskriptiven und chronologischen Argumentation zeigt das Buch in gelunge-
ner Weise die Komplexitit der damaligen Diskussionen. Sehr schade ist, dass M. dabei
nicht auf neuere Ansitze wie ,,Loyalitdt oder ,,nationale Indifferenz* eingeht, die es ihm
erlauben wiirden, die minutios gesammelten Quellen mit der Forschungsliteratur zu ver-
binden. Fiir an Galizien interessierte Historiker ist das Buch dennoch eine Pflichtlektiire.

Marburg Jan Surman

Mark R. Hatlie: Riga at War 1914-1919. War and Wartime Experience in a Multi-ethnic
Metropolis. (Studien zur Ostmitteleuropaforschung, Bd. 30.) Verl. Herder-Inst. Marburg
2014. VII, 362 S., 1ll., graph. Darst. ISBN 978-3-87969-377-1. (€ 59,—.)

The First World War, the Russian revolution and the struggle for Latvian independence
literally, at least in part, played out on the streets of the multi-ethnic city of Riga. During
the period from 1914 to 1919, the city and its population lived through mass evacuation,
siege, economic decline, starvation, plunder, inter-ethnic tension, violence, terror and a to-
tal of seven different regimes. This makes Riga a highly relevant and fascinating object of
study.

Mark R. Hatlie’s book seeks to provide the reader with two things: on the one hand,
a ‘description of the major events in Riga’, and on the other an ‘interpretation of how the
three major ethnic groups in the city—the Germans, the Latvians and the Rus-
sians—experienced the war’ (p. 4). This twofold aim is also evident in the book’s division
into two major parts. The first part presents a chronological outline, while the second part
is thematic, concentrating on the three ethnic groups and their experiences in turn. These
are preceded by an introduction presenting the aim and outline of the study, and the book
then concludes with a short epilogue.

The book is highly relevant for researchers in the fields of both the Baltic provinces and
the First World War. It gives an insight into the everyday experiences of Baltic Germans,
Latvians and Russians in Riga during the Great War. H convincingly shows that the war-
time experience in Riga was to a large degree dependent on ethnic identity. What gives the
book an edge is that it not only gives important insights into a number of interrelated pro-
cesses and political events, but that the consequences of these events and processes are
viewed from an everyday life perspective. The First World War, the Russian revolution
and the struggle for Latvian independence are not primarily discussed in terms of high pol-
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itics, but rather as they impacted on quite ordinary people living in Riga. Although this
“bottom-up” perspective could have been discussed in more depth, especially in the epi-
logue, it is vital for understanding how these events and processes transformed the Baltic
Provinces during and after the war.

Due to the availability of sources, especially personal accounts, the Baltic Germans’
wartime experience is the most richly described. The way the source material is used and
presented is however somewhat problematical. Descriptions such as ‘one witness’ (p. 212),
‘A Latvian woman’ (p. 207), ‘a Russian witness’ (p. 204), ‘one author’ (p. 200) and ‘an
eyewitness’ (p. 196) are frequently used, especially in the chapter on the wartime experi-
ence of Riga’s Baltic Germans. This makes it difficult for the reader to understand the per-
spective and possible bias of the source in question and therefore to assess their reliability.
The ethnic group or gender of the witness cited is not always stated. Sometimes the name
and standing in society is made clear, for example the young Baroness von Korff (p. 195).
Yet the same source may be presented in different ways, more or less explicitly, at differ-
ent times, which makes it somewhat difficult for the reader to assess its relevance.

Furthermore, the terms “nationality” and “ethnicity” are used as synonyms, without
clarifying whether these are academic concepts based on theoretical perspectives or used
as contemporary people would have used them. There is also no real discussion of the
terms the Baltic Germans or Latvians used to define themselves, Volkstum and tauta, and
how these labels can be linked to “nationality” and “ethnicity”. The absence of a serious
discussion on these matters leaves the reader somewhat at a loss. Ethnic categorization is
highly relevant in the case of the multi-ethnic city of Riga, and there is extensive literature
on this for the Baltic Provinces and the Baltic States. The danger is of course that the eth-
nic groups are seen as more homogenous than they were, for instance in terms of class.
Another problem is that the terms ‘German’ and ‘Baltic German’ are sometimes used in-
terchangeably, which becomes confusing, especially during the description of the German
occupation of Riga.

One of the strengths of the book is H.’s compelling case that the political scene is inex-
tricably linked with more cultural aspects such as schools, theatres and churches. He de-
scribes the Russian perspective as the most elusive, given the scarcity of sources. His dis-
cussion on the Russian Orthodox Church in Riga and their conversion campaign where
missionaries were sent to refugee camps and military hospitals, however, is very interest-
ing indeed. Another strength is that a gender perspective, not often seen in the literature on
the Baltic Provinces, is evident in the very interesting discussion on the Flintenweiber,
Latvian women members of a Bolshevik militia unit during the Bolshevik period in 1919.
The Baltic Germans saw them as ‘the embodiment of evil’, a symbol of everything that
was wrong (p. 203). H.’s argument would have benefitted from using, apart from Klaus
Theweleit’s work from the 1970’s, more recent literature, for example, Gay L. Gullick-
son’s study on les pétroleuses of the Paris Commune."

The epilogue sets out to “summarize findings and take the reader to the present city-
scape of Riga in search of traces of Riga’s early twentieth century wartime” (p. 5). Due to
its brevity, however, it does not reach a higher analytical level. It is unfortunate that H.
does not use the opportunity to deepen the theoretical discussion on wartime experience in
the light of his findings. His decision to dwell on the memorial landscapes of today’s Riga
is somewhat difficult to understand. The concept of wartime experience admittedly in-
cludes pre-war, wartime and post-war considerations, but the book’s focus, as the title in-
dicates, is on the war years.

' Gay L. GULLICKSON: Unruly Women of Paris: Images of the Commune, Ithaca et al.

1996.
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H. stresses that the city of Riga was “caught up in the maelstrom of world politics”
(p- 311) and that the course of events in Riga during the period between 1914 and 1919
was not caused by inter-ethnic tensions or conflicts. He is adamant that the city was not at
war with itself (p. 311). This argument that Riga should rather be seen as a playground for
forces beyond its inhabitants’ control is a very sound one and is substantiated by compel-
ling evidence. Nevertheless, the proposition also poses a number of intriguing questions,
which H. could have addressed in more detail. What is a city? Is it just the sum of its pop-
ulation and its buildings or is it something more? The book does not really create a feeling
for the city of Riga. This is partly due to the absence of street maps from the period. There
are only two schematic maps, of Riga and of historical police districts. For the reader to
see what Riga looked like, it would have been nice to have more photographs of street
views.

Regarding Riga as a place, a home and a symbol, H. makes a very interesting point.
While, even before the war, the Baltic Germans valued Riga as a special place, a Heimat,
this does not seem to have applied to the same extent for the Latvians before 1917 or even
1919 (p. 274). This perceived difference could be due to the uneven distribution of differ-
ent types of source material between the ethnic groups, and a discussion of this would have
been interesting. The aspect that H. highlights, of Riga as a home and how the city’s dif-
ferent ethnic communities perceived it, is worthy of further study.

Riga at War is a fascinating and important book, but it does not reach its full potential.
Nevertheless, a good book leaves the reader not only with answers but also with questions.

Sodertorn Christina Douglas

Josette Baer: A Life Dedicated to the Republic. Vavro Srobar’s Slovak Czechoslova-
kism. Ibidem-Verl. Stuttgart 2014. XX, 282 S., Ill. ISBN 978-3-8382-0646-2. (€ 34,90.)

Josette Baer beschiftigt sich mit dem politischen Denken und den Aktivitéten des Po-
litikers, Publizisten und Arztes Vavro Srobar (1867-1950), der, wie die V£. betont, von der
europdischen Historiografie vergessen wurde. Der Erforschung der Personlichkeit Srobérs
sind zwar einige Aufsdtze und Sammelbénde gewidmet, jedoch iiberwiegend in slo-
wakischer Sprache (S. XV). B. will keinen weiteren Beitrag zur Erforschung des Nationa-
lismus liefern, indem die Aspekte der tschechoslowakischen und slowakischen nationalen
Identitdt aufgegriffen werden, sondern das ,.erste intellektuelle und politische Portrét Sro-
bars auf Englisch“ présentieren und somit einen Beitrag zur Erforschung der Geschichte
des politischen Denkens und der politischen Kultur in der Slowakei leisten (S. 3).

Srobar war ein wichtiger ,,decision-maker* (S. XV), der zur Gruppe der sogenannten
,Hlasisten* gehorte, die sich um die tschechoslowakistisch orientierte Zeitschrift Hlas
(Stimme) konzentrierte und eine wichtige Rolle in der Griindungsphase der Ersten Tsche-
choslowakischen Republik spielte. Er war eine der wichtigsten Personen bei der Imple-
mentierung der Demokratie in der Slowakei nach 1918. Srobar, der zunichst als Arzt titig
gewesen war, hatte mehrere wichtige politische Amter inne: Er war Minister mit der
Vollmacht fiir die Slowakei (1918-1920), fiir Informationen und Gesundheitswesen (1920-
1922) und fiir Schulwesen und nationale Aufklarungsarbeit (1921-1922) sowie Parla-
mentsabgeordneter der Agrarpartei. Zur Zeit des Slowakischen Staates (1939-1945) war er
im Widerstand aktiv und wirkte an der Vorbereitung des slowakischen Aufstands vom
Sommer 1944 mit. Nach 1945 griindete er die Partei der Freiheit; nach dem Februarum-
sturz im Jahr 1948 leitete er das Finanzministerium und das Ministerium fiir die Verein-
heitlichung der Gesetzgebung in der kommunistischen Regierung von Klement Gottwald.
Somit war Srobér in sechs unterschiedlichen politischen Systemen stets in wichtigen Posi-
tionen tdtig und befand sich dabei immer im Zentrum des politischen Geschehens.

Die Arbeit ist entlang der wichtigsten politischen Zédsuren und der damit zusammenhén-
genden personlichen Entwicklung Srobars chronologisch aufgebaut. B. widmet sich der
Beziehung zwischen Srobar und Toméa$ Garrigue Masaryk und dessen Einfluss nicht nur
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