Besprechungen 7f0 JECES 671201814 623

bringen lieBen. Als Folge dieses Sachverhalts wurden nicht etwa die Daten der Kyffthau-
sen-Ausgrabung gefilscht, wie man heutzutage vielleicht erwarten wiirde, sondern deren
Publikation erst verzogert und letztendlich eingestellt.

Der Wert dieser Studie iiber die Burgenforschung im NS-Staat besteht gerade darin,
dass sie sehr prizise die wissenschaftlichen und politischen Mechanismen aufzeigt, die zu
einem solchen Resultat fithren konnten.

Amsterdam Martijn Eickhoff
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Schoéningh Verlag. Paderborn 2017. 400 S., I1l. ISBN 978-3-506-78448-3. (€ 39,90.)

In less than two decades between the First World War and the establishment of the
Third Reich, Germany transitioned from monarchy to democracy to totalitarian state. In
this exceptionally detailed political biography of Hans Adolf von Moltke (1884-1943),
Bernard Wiaderny gives readers an opportunity to contemplate Germany’s political
transformations through the life story of a man who was raised in the German Empire,
witnessed its downfall and, for the most part of his diplomatic career, represented the
Weimar Republic and the Third Reich in Poland.

W. relies on extensive biographical research and intriguingly narrates the life of Moltke
from his upbringing in the conservative Prussian tradition to the struggle of balancing bel-
ligerent Nazi ambitions with his own pacifistic convictions. In this way, the author man-
ages to strip away any prejudice against Moltke as the Nazi government’s ambassador and
provides a comprehensive account of his difficult role in mediating between Germany and
Poland throughout the 1930s as he strove to forestall a war within the strict confines of his
official position.

By virtue of his educational background and heritage as a Prussian elite, Moltke es-
poused conservative views and advocated an eventual revision of the Treaty of Versailles.
However, he envisioned the recovery of Germany’s lost territories only by peaceful
means—primarily by improving economic and cultural relations and by preserving the
German minority abroad. W. explains that Moltke’s political thinking was shaped by two
ideational concepts: Middle-Europe (Mitteleuropa) and culture-bearing (Kulturtragertum)
(p- 250). In accordance with these concepts, the ambassador believed that Germany was
fated to play a dominant role as the bearer of culture and civilization in East-Central Eu-
rope, notably Poland, which Moltke regarded as a culturally inferior country.

When the National Socialists rose to power and the Third Reich replaced the Weimar
Republic, Moltke remained in the Foreign Office. Until the late 1930s, his approach
largely correlated with Nazi foreign policy goals. Moltke shared a vision of restoring Ger-
many’s great power status by means of non-military territorial revisionism and fostered the
idea of refocusing the attention on Eastern Europe as Germany’s desired sphere of eco-
nomic, cultural and political influence. In order to increase the Reich’s power in Poland
Moltke was passionately engaged in German-Polish cultural diplomacy and facilitated the
Reich’s strategy of protecting and economically strengthening the German minority
abroad.

In March 1939, Adolf Hitler’s thrust to the East signaled a change of political course:
he resolved to go to war and conquer Eastern Europe. This decisive shift to an aggressive
foreign policy clashed with Moltke’s beliefs. In the months preceding the outbreak of the
Second World War, the ambassador attempted to dissuade Nazi leaders from annexing
Danzig, a major point of contention between Germany and Poland, and encouraged Polish
diplomats to withstand the Reich’s assertive territorial claims. Nonetheless, W. observes
that while Moltke dissented from the hostile Nazi policy, his diplomatic efforts cannot be
described as resistance, because he did not intend to bring the regime down, nor did he join
the conservative opposition (pp. 92, 173).
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Herein lies the tension in Moltke’s character: the diplomat disapproved of both the war
and the revolution against the regime, which, in the context of Nazi determination to anni-
hilate its perceived enemies, became impossible to reconcile. Disappointed as he was in his
government’s destructive and racial politics, its disregard for the German past and neglect
of conservative values, Moltke conformed to the regime’s demands. After his diplomatic
mission in Poland had been terminated at the onset of the war, Moltke continued to work
for the Nazi government. He helped its propaganda machine to portray Germany as a
peace-loving state, which had allegedly been provoked by Poland and Great Britain to en-
gage in hostilities.

Moltke’s refusal to publicly oppose the dictatorship’s unchecked aggression despite his
own proclaimed belief in the peaceful restoration of the Greater Germany could well be
seen as cowardice and sheer opportunism. However, W.’s painstaking study of Moltke’s
life, which extended through the most turbulent decades of German history, prompts a dif-
ferent consideration. The diplomat’s hesitant compliance with the Nazi regime conflicted
with his desire for peace but fitted the traditional Prussian worldview, which fundamental-
ly rested on the values of national unity and loyalty to the state. The “rational republicans”
(Vernunftrepublikaner) of the Weimar Republic, most notably Gustav Stresemann,
remained monarchists at heart notwithstanding their pragmatic conversion to supporters of
the democratic state. Even more contradictory was Moltke who, undeterred by his paci-
fistic stance, carried on as a servant of the totalitarian government, if not by reason then
out of a sense of political and personal necessity.

While it is impossible to reconstruct with certainty the thinking underpinning Moltke’s
actions, W.’s solidly researched political biography presents a nuanced perspective of the
diplomat’s moral dilemmas, thereby illuminating the complexity underlying his choices. It
thus makes a remarkable contribution to the scholarship on the predicament of traditional
conservative elites during Germany’s political transitions and their role inside the Third
Reich’s power structure.

Kaunas Agne Cepinskyte
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Der Slowakische Nationalaufstand von August bis Oktober 1944 ist in Deutschland und
Westeuropa bislang wenig beachtet oder thematisiert worden. Der zu besprechende Sam-
melband ist daher schon deshalb zu begriiBen, weil er einem des Slowakischen nicht
méchtigen Publikum Grundlegendes zu diesem fiir das nationale Selbstverstindnis der
Slowakei zentralen Ereignis vermittelt. Dariiber hinaus zeigt er an dessen Beispiel ,,die
Realitdten des Partisanenkrieges und zum anderen seine Mythologisierung und Instru-
mentalisierung® (S. 21) auf.

Neben der einleitenden Studie der Hrsg. Martin Ziickert, Jirgen Zarusky und Vol-
ker Zimmermann wird der Slowakische Nationalaufstand durch einen wichtigen Bei-
trag von Boris Barth iiber den neuzeitlichen Partisanenkampf als asymmetrischen Kon-
flikt, den oft entgrenzte Gewaltanwendung kennzeichnet, in den Kontext weiterer, vor
allem ost- und siidosteuropdischer Widerstandsbewegungen im Zweiten Weltkrieg gestellt.
Beide theoretischen Beitriage setzen den Anspruch fiir die folgenden Fallstudien recht hoch
an, denn die im Sammelband unternommene Kontextualisierung verstehen die Hrsg. ,.als
Anregung und zugleich als Beitrag zu einer vergleichenden Partisanenforschung® (S. 26),
die einzelne nationale Fallstudien in einen gesamteuropdischen Kontext einordnen soll.
Angesichts der Heterogenitdt der Partisanenbewegungen in den verschiedenen Léndern



