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Nancy M. Wingfield: The World of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria. Oxford
University Press. Oxford 2017. XV, 272 S., I1l., Kt. ISBN 978-0-19-880165-8. (£ 60,—.)

Arthur Schnitzler’s famous play Reigen (Round Dance) consists of ten interlocking
scenes, each involving a chance sexual encounter between a man and a woman in 1890s
Vienna. The opening scene comprises a prostitute and a male customer and ends with the
same prostitute propositioning a count. The prostitute thus provides the dramatic and the-
matic nexus linking the scenes and brings the drama to a circular close. The message is
clear: this is a medieval danse macabre transposed to end-of-the-century Austria in which
sex and death, eros and thanatos, become collusively intertwined dancers.

Nancy M. Wingfield’s impressive new study of prostitution in late imperial
Cisleithanian Austria demonstrates that Schnitzler’s drama was not a fiction but a truthful
reflection of the complexity of male-female sexual relations in the Habsburg Monar-
chy—which was why the play could not be staged until 1920 and, even then, was greeted
with shock and moral outrage. W.’s carefully argued and deeply researched book shows
that female sex workers in the Monarchy were not simply victims of an oppressive patriar-
chal system but enjoyed a degree of autonomy and agency as they navigated dexterously
between the poles of Catholic conservatism (embodied by the Emperor himself) and the
forces of liberalism that made the late Monarchy so workable and flexible. Reflecting that
tension between religious conservatism and liberal pragmatism, prostitutes were neither
banned nor encouraged but tolerated as a “necessary evil.” In the words of the liberal
German mayor of Brno in Moravia, “so long as instinct acts more strongly than the de-
mands of propriety, morals and legal precepts, prostitution must be treated as a necessary
evil and strictly regulated instead of repressed” (p. 82).

The “repressive hypothesis,” inaugurated by Sigmund Freud around this time, was
gaining increasing currency among the liberal political elites in the Monarchy—to such an
extent in fact that prostitution was regarded as a valuable safety-valve for the sexual urges
of the male population, ten percent of which was infected by syphilis. The welfare of the
women themselves was a lesser concern and was always subordinated to the needs of their
male clients. Such was the porous nature of this trans-national polity that sex trafficking
became a burgeoning industry from Bohemia in the north to the Dalmatian coast in the
south, from Trieste in the west to Czernowitz in the east. Some, but not all, of these sex
traffickers were Jewish, a statistic that was inflated and inflamed in the anti-Semitic press,
in order to demonize Jews as depraved predators of innocent girls. The infamous Riehl
trial of 1906, which exposed abuses in Vienna’s brothels and the exploitation of the female
sex workers to unscrupulous madams and pimps, helped to pour gasoline on this anti-
Semitic fire since two of the main actors in the scandal were of Jewish descent.

The trial was widely covered in the press and led to sweeping changes and reforms in
the Empire, which W. documents in a series of chapters, the first of which is a blow-by-
blow account of the Riehl trial itself. Subsequent chapters deal with two categories of
prostitutes, those who were confined to brothels and therefore more successfully subjected
to police regulation and surveillance and so-called “clandestine” prostitutes whose move-
ments were more difficult to keep track of. W.’s capacious study is not just limited to the
imperial capital but broadens its focus to the regional cities of Prague, Trieste, and Czer-
nowitz as well as the rural provinces, including the garrison town of Theresienstadt. The
author’s impressive command of the requisite languages (German, Czech, Polish) has
allowed her to mine the archives with particular effectiveness in order to present a com-
plex and nuanced picture of regional differences as well as overall consistency in imperial
policy. These regulations were so effective that they survived in many of the newly inde-
pendent states of East Central Europe long after the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire in 1918.

The penultimate chapter of the book chronicles the panic created by the sex-trafficking
phenomenon, and as such resonates powerfully with the present-day situation in the Euro-
pean Union where open borders and free movement has created a similarly fraught set of
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problems and has brought the issue of sexual exploitation of young women once more to
the fore.

For all the reasons given above, W.’s study of prostitution in late imperial Austria is a
welcome and valuable addition to the growing number of books on the subject within other
parts of Europe. It will prove to be of great value and insight to scholars and students of
what has often been claimed to be the oldest profession in history.

Chicago Alfred Thomas

Manfred Klein: Preuflens Litauer: Studien zu einer (fast) vergessenen Minderheit.
Verlag Dr. Kova¢. Hamburg 2017. 269 S. ISBN 978-3-8300-9732-7. (€ 95,80.)

An der nordostlichen Peripherie des preuflischen Staates, in der sog. ,,preuflischen Ach-
selhohle®, gab es eine Bevolkerungsgruppe, die Preulischen Litauer, die auch in der Un-
terscheidung zu den Litauern jenseits der Grenze als ,,Kleinlitauer bezeichnet wurden und
sich selbst ,,Lietuvininkai® nannten. Neben ihrer litauischen Sprache fielen sie Besuchern
vor allem durch ihre eigene spezifische Kultur auf. Eine breitere Offentlichkeit erfuhr
erstmals von dieser ethnischen Gruppe, als der Tilsiter Fotograf Robert Minzloff im Jahr
1894 einen Bildband Bilder aus Littauen. Photographische Momentaufnahmen' verdffent-
lichte, der zahlreiche ethnografische Szenen zeigte und bei vielen Betrachtern ein Interesse
fiir die Eigenarten dieser Region weckte.

Manfred Klein hat sich seit vielen Jahren mit historischen, kulturellen und linguisti-
schen Phanomenen der Preuflischen Litauer beschéftigt und regelmiflig Aufsitze dazu
ver6ffentlicht, die der vorliegende Band versammelt. Fragen der ethnischen Identitét dieser
Volksgruppe stehen im Zentrum der elf Texte. Dazu gehoren neben der Schilderung einer
jugendlichen Subkultur aus dem 19. Jh., die in sommerlichen Vergniigungen wihrend der
Nachtweide der Pferde ihren Ausdruck fand (,,...waren die Jungen bereits iiber alle
Berge®), Erorterungen zu Momenten, in denen sich Bilinguale in einer zweisprachigen
Welt der eigenen Sprache schamen (,,Wann ,schdmt man sich seiner Muttersprache*), Be-
trachtungen zu Termini aus beiden Sprachen, die zu neuen Wortschépfungen fiihren (,,Ein
interkulturelles Produkt — der ,Putzmaliinas‘*) und Betrachtungen zu kulturellen Persén-
lichkeiten der Region wie Kristijonas Donelaitis oder Martynas Jankus. Der Vf. verharrt
nicht auf der linguistischen Ebene, stets bezieht er Fragen der Kommunikation und des
kulturellen Habitus mit ein und argumentiert vor einem breiten kulturgeschichtlichen Hin-
tergrund.

So sehr die einzelnen Beitrdge durch ihren Inhalt und die jeweilige Darstellung auch
bestechen, trifft man bei durchgehender Lektiire dieser sdmtlich schon veréffentlichten
Beitrdge doch auf Wiederholungen einzelner Topoi und Gedankengénge, was sich immer
wieder als kleiner Schonheitsfehler solcher Editionen herausstellt. Doch die Aufsitze die-
ses Sammelbandes gehen weit tiber Forschungen aus einer regionalen Perspektive hinaus.
Einige von ihnen liefern hervorragende methodische Ansitze filir unterschiedlich ausge-
richtete Untersuchungen in der historischen Forschung wie auch zu ostmitteleuropéischen
Themen: Als Erstes sei hier der Riickgriff auf Romane des 19. Jh. als ,,Quelle fiir Kultur-
und Rechtsgeschichte™ sowie der ,,Etnographie (S. 144) genannt, in diesem Fall Romane
des Gelegenheitsschriftstellers Jodokus Donatus Temme, denen der Vf. zwei Beitrige
widmet: ,,,Wer war Anna Jogszies® und ,,J. D. H. Temmes literarisches Denkmal fir die

' Dieses Album wurde jiingst in einer deutsch-litauischen kommentierten Edition vom

Thomas-Mann-Kulturzentrum in Nida herausgegeben: LINA MOTUZIENE, VASILIUS
SAFRONOVAS (Hrsg.): Vaizdai i§ Lietuvos: Roberto Minzloffo etnografiniy sceny albu-
mas / Bilder aus Litauen: Ethnografische Aufnahmen von Robert Minzloff, Neringa
2017.



