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fiigten sie allerdings nur, solange sie fiir die Bekdmpfung von Infektionskrankheiten von
den deutschen Gesundheitsbehdrden gebraucht wurden. (S. 239).

Von den Arzt:innen, die im Warschauer Ghetto arbeiteten, kann C. 831 namentlich
identifizieren. Ein Verdienst der Studie ist es, diese Namen sowie grundlegende biografi-
sche Angaben und teilweise Fotos zusammenzustellen und damit fiir weitere Forschungen
verfiigbar zu machen. Auf ein Verzeichnis der verwendeten Quellen und der Literatur
verzichtet sie allerdings. Unscharf bleiben die deutsche Besatzungspolitik sowie Tatigkei-
ten und Funktionen der NS-Arzte der Gesundheitsabteilung des Generalgouvernements
und des Gesundheitsamtes der Stadt Warschau. Zu ihren Aufgaben gehorte die Kontrolle
und gesundheitliche Beaufsichtigung des Ghettos. C. legt ihren Fokus vielmehr auf die
Perspektive jiidischer Arztiinnen sowie einzelner Krankenpfleger:innen und Pharma-
zeut:innen, ihre Tétigkeiten, Erfahrungen und Deutungen. Sie zeigt detailliert und ein-
driicklich, wie Arzt:innen unter den von den deutschen Besatzern geschaffenen Bedingun-
gen von Mangel, Hunger und Gewalt bis hin zu Deportation und Mord eine medizinische
Versorgung der jiidischen Bevolkerung und damit das Leben im Ghetto organisierten, ja
Uberleben — zumindest temporir — ermdglichten. Mit ihrem Blick auf jiidische Arzt:innen
im Warschauer Ghetto kann C. Forschungsliicken beseitigen und erschlie3t bislang unbe-
kannte, vor allem polnische Quellen.

Hannover Wiebke Lisner

Jan Hendrik Issinger: Militirische Organisationskultur im Nationalsozialismus. Das
Reserve-Polizeibataillon 61 und der Zweite Weltkrieg in Osteuropa. (Schriften des Han-
nah-Arendt-Instituts fiir Totalitarismusforschung, Bd. 69.) Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. Got-
tingen 2022. 642 S., Kt. IBSN 978-3-525-31737-2. (€ 75,-.)

The question of why “ordinary men” turned into ruthless mass murderers has kept his-
torians busy ever since Christopher Browning’s seminal study of Reserve Police Battalion
101.! Jan Hendrik Issinger deals with this question for Reserve Police Battalion 61.
This seems to invite comparison, however, the author chooses what one might call a “pa-
rochial” approach. Comparisons with similar units in similar situations would be possible,
he tells his readers, but he makes it clear that this is not what is happening in this study
(p. 581). This confession comes rather late in the book and does not fit the book’s sweep-
ing title, which suggests that the author is writing about a larger structural pattern of vio-
lent practices in Nazi Germany.

The “parochial” approach comes with limitations. The reading of the secondary litera-
ture is restricted to works dealing with Reserve-Police Battalion 61, or at least, mentioning
it. This is very consistent, but also excludes literature that could have been very useful to
discuss the author’s findings. The problems of the author’s approach become palpable in
chapters III and IV, which deal with the unit’s personnel and operational history. These
chapters are written almost exclusively on the basis of primary sources, army files and
court records. A lot of what is said there could have been compared with other units and
put into the larger context.

One of the few places where the book engages with the wider literature is in chapter IV,
when I. presents an account of the unit’s antipartisan activities. He dismisses Hannes
Heer’s thesis about “antipartisan-warfare without partisans” referring to the primary
sources and the fact that the unit’s files mention partisan activity in abundance (p. 340).
However, this misses the central point of Heer’s argument—that German units active in
the Soviet Union justified killings of civilians by dubbing them partisans or people sup-

I CHRISTOPHER BROWNING: Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final
Solution in Poland, New York 1992.
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porting partisans.> The author also misses the point that Heer’s thesis mainly refers to the
beginning of the campaign, not to later stages for which the existence of partisan activity is
undisputed. The author’s judgement is even more surprising, since he later admonishes his
audience that, of course, the unit’s documentation could not always be trusted as truthful
depictions of reality (pp. 168—169, 464). Why we should trust the sources when they talk
about partisans but not when they talk about policemen’s bravery in combat remains un-
clear.

There are other inconsistencies, for example when the author takes up Sénke Neitzel’s
and Harald Welzer’s model of “frames of reference.” The unit had been the only frame of
reference for the policemen, the author claims (p. 405). However, this is not only incon-
sistent with the model that presupposes the existence and effect of different frames of
reference to explain different or even contradictory patterns of the behavior of individuals;
it is also inconsistent with the author’s own findings. After all, boasting about military
combat experience or displaying military decorations to relatives and members of the
public at home (p. 529) clearly referred to another frame of reference, and so did ruptures
in the unit’s community (pp. 476-482).

Method and stringency of the argument are certainly not strengths of the study. Chap-
ters III and IV seem to be designed as “mere” descriptions of facts which the author then
interprets in chapter V on influences on the practices of the policemen. From a theoretical
point of view this is problematic because it suggests that it is possible to have description
without interpretation. From a practical point of view, the lack of criteria for relevance
produces something which is closer to a summary of primary sources than their analysis.
The recruits’ bad teeth (p. 148) might have been relevant for the authorities at the time, but
knowing about them does not help answer the guiding questions of the study.

The fifth chapter of the book is the strongest. Here the author interprets the policemen’s
behavior not only implicitly, but explicitly. The concept of “military organizational cul-
ture” is not developed in great detail, but it seems to be an umbrella term for Browning’s
elements of explanation, however, shifting emphasis from pragmatics to institutionalized
structures of formal and informal rules. Between these two poles, 1. seems to see the space
of discretion even ordinary members of the battalion found to act according to their per-
sonal interests and desires. There is, indeed, evidence that the latter played an important
role. Serving in the battalion was voluntary and usually deliberately favored by its mem-
bers over other possible forms of service on the home front (p. 557). Display of military
masculinity brought reputational gains; pilfering and stealing material ones. Having almost
unlimited power over helpless people was a source of enjoyment for many policemen
(pp- 286, 292). Like Browning, the author dismisses the idea that antisemitism explains the
policemen’s violence. He also dismisses the thesis that there was a need to kill, or “coer-
cion by orders from above.” Policemen could kill, they did not have to (pp. 417, 423).
While there was a certain pressure from individual superiors and “Jew haters,” nobody was
forced to fall in line (pp. 561, 583). Most members of the battalion regarded violence as
“currency” in a system of exchange with the NS-regime that bought them a good life in
times of war (p. 574).

Since desire for personal gain seems to be the dominant driver of the policemen’s ac-
tions, the author characterizes the battalion as a “greedy institution” (pp. 389, 570-571).
While this seems to be an adequate description of the policemen’s behavior, it is question-
able that the concept adds to our understanding of the atrocious quality of mass murder.
After all, the latter seems to be completely dependent on context and opportunities.

2 HANNES HEER: Die Logik des Vernichtungskrieges: Wehrmacht und Partisanenkampf,
in: Verbrechen der Wehrmacht, Hamburg 1995, pp. 104—156, here p. 114.

3 SONKE NEITZEL, HARALD WELZER: Soldaten: Protokolle vom Kimpfen, Téten und
Sterben, Frankfurt am Main 2011, pp. 18-19.
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There are some interesting thoughts in this study, however, many of them are not new,
and they should have been compared and discussed in the framework of the existing sec-
ondary literature on police battalions and the warfare behind the front in the Soviet Union
during World War I1.#

Thick books are not necessarily better books. The study under review is an example of
this. Given the author’s self-parochializing approach, the book justifies its size neither by
depth of analysis, nor scope of discussion. It is an example of a missed opportunity. A
thinner, but more analytical and better contextualized book based on the substance of
chapter V would have better served the reader.

Colchester Felix Schnell

4 For police battalions, e.g.: EDWARD B. WESTERMANN: Hitler’s Police Battalions: En-
forcing Racial War in the East, Lawrence, KS 2005; IAN RicH: Holocaust Perpetrators
of the German Police Battalions: The Mass Murder of Jewish Civilians, 19401942,
New York 2018. For the larger context of the war behind the front, e.g.: BERNHARD
CHIARI: Alltag hinter der Front: Besatzung, Kollaboration und Widerstand in Weil3-
russland 1941-1944, Diisseldorf 1998; BEN SHEPHERD: War in the Wild East: The
German Army and Soviet Partisans, Cambridge, MA 2004.

Filip Ganczak: Jan Sehn und die Ahndung der Verbrechen von Auschwitz. Eine Bio-
grafie. (Studien zur Geschichte und Wirkung des Holocaust, Bd. 7.) Wallstein Verlag.
Goéttingen 2022. 238 S., I11. ISBN 978-3-8353-5321-3. (€ 25,—.)

Auch wenn die Justiz gemeinhin als Apparat gilt, dessen ,,Miihlen” wie von selbst
»~mahlen®, waren es gerade bei der Verfolgung der NS-Verbrechen haufig engagierte Ein-
zelpersonen, die erst dafiir sorgten, dass die Titer nicht straffrei davonkamen. Uberlebende
wie Hermann Langbein und Simon Wiesenthal oder ehemalige Exilanten wie der Frank-
furter Generalstaatsanwalt Fritz Bauer waren es, die Ermittlungen anstieBen, Beweise
sammelten und die Tédter vor Gericht brachten. In Polen gehdrten Staatsanwalt Jerzy
Sawicki, der Vorsitzende der Hauptkommission zur Untersuchung der Naziverbrechen in
Polen Czestaw Pilichowski und eben Jan Sehn, Untersuchungsrichter in Krakau, zu diesem
Kreis der mitunter reiflerisch als ,,Nazi-Jdger* bezeichneten Personen. Filip Ganczak,
Journalist, promovierter Politikwissenschaftler und Experte insbesondere zur deutsch-
polnischen Nachkriegsgeschichte, geht in seiner sehr gut lesbaren und mit 182 Textseiten
erfreulich schmalen Studie dem Leben und Wirken Sehns nach, dem in Polen ebensolche
Bedeutung zukam wie Fritz Bauer in der Bundesrepublik. Mit Bauer hatte Sehn nicht nur
die Mitwirkung in gleich mehreren groBen Verfahren gegen NS-Verbrecher gemeinsam;
zu denjenigen, die Sehn verhorte, zdhlten unter anderem der ,,Schldchter von Plaszow*
Amon Goth, Auschwitz-Kommandant Rudolf H68, Mitglieder der Auschwitzer Wach-
mannschaft um H6B* Nachfolger Arthur Liebehenschel und Josef Biihler, Staatssekretér in
der Regierung des Generalgouvernements und Stellvertreter von Hans Frank. Auch die
Absicht, nicht nur individuelle Nachweise flir die Schuld der Angeklagten zu erbringen,
wie es das Strafrecht vorsah, sondern vor allem fiir die Offentlichkeit das Funktionieren
des verbrecherischen Systems im KZ Auschwitz und des Nationalsozialismus insgesamt
zu zeigen, verband Sehn und Bauer.

Grundlage des Buches sind vor allem die Ermittlungsakten, aber auch personliche Erin-
nerungen von Weggefihrten sowie intensive Archivrecherchen. Auf diese Weise gelingt es
dem VT., neue Erkenntnisse zur (Rechts-)Geschichte der Aufarbeitung von NS-Verbrechen
zu erzielen — angesichts der nach wie vor eher diirftigen Forschungslage zu den polnischen
NS-Verfahren ist das ein groles Verdienst der Arbeit. So untersucht G. etwa Arbeitsweise
und organisatorische Probleme der im besetzten Deutschland titigen Polnischen Mili-
tdrmission zur Untersuchung der deutschen Kriegsverbrechen, deren Mitglied Sehn war.



