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Begegnung und Konflikt. Schlaglichter auf das Verhiltnis von Tschechen, Slowaken und
Deutschen, 1815-1989. Ed. by Jorg K. Hoensch and Hans Lemberg. (Veroff. der
Deutsch-Tschechischen und Deutsch-Slowakischen Historikerkommission, 12.) Klartext
Verlag. Essen 2001. 327 p. (DM 38,90.)

The seventeen essays and one document collected here have been taken from four
collections of essays drawn from conferences of the “Deutsch-Tschechoslowakische (later
Deutsch-Tschechische and Deutsch-Slowakische) Historikerkommission™ and published
between 1993 and 1998." Since the number of contributions precludes an in-depth analysis
of each essay in a review of this length, I will restrict my remarks to a presentation of each
essay, and then reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of the volume as a whole. The title,
drawn from FrantiSek Palacky’s famous dictum that “the basic feature of the entire history
of Bohemia-Moravia is [...] the constant contact and conflict of Slavdom with [...] Ger-
mandom”, shows that these historians were determined to address the most pressing and
problematic aspects of German-Czech and German-Slovak relations. Hence, while only a
third of the essays concern the nineteenth century or the period of the Cold War, the ma-
jority and the one document focus on the period between 1918 and 1945, with two-thirds
of those (and the document) examining the difficult period from Munich to the end of the
large-scale expulsion of the Germans from postwar Czechoslovakia.

The collection is introduced by a short foreword, explaining the origins of the contri-
butions, and a short essay by Rudolf Vierhaus, appealing for the “historicizing” (to
borrow Martin Broszat’s term) of twentieth-century German-Czech relations as a way of
coming to terms with the past and easing tensions in the present. These are followed by the
three nineteenth-century essays. Dieter Langewiesche focuses on the relationship be-
tween early nationalism, liberalism and constitutionalism and how they contributed to the
creation of civil society in the German states by 1848/49. Then Jiff Kotalka, drawing on
his earlier work on the Habsburg Empire, compares the development of German, Austrian,
Czech and Slovak national identities and national movements in the middle decades of the
century. Finally, Hans Mommsen examines how leading socialist theoreticians, from
Marx and Engels to Kautsky and Bernstein grappled with the problem of the conflict be-
tween the principles of internationalism and national loyalty in the second half of the
century.

Four essays are drawn from the second previously published collection of essays on the
interwar period. Eduard Kub i examines the relations between the Weimar Republic and
Czechoslovakia in the 1920s, concluding that the differing foreign policy interests of the
two states meant that the enshrined idea of “correct and friendly relations™ could have no
clear content. Stephan Dolezel gives an overview of Nazi German foreign policy toward
Czechoslovakia, paying particular attention to the support given to, and Hitler’s manipu-
lation of, Konrad Henlein. L’ubomir Liptdk then briefly examines the internal collapse
of the “Czechoslovak” state idea, and the section concludes with Hans Lemberg’s
reflections on the long-term consequences of Munich, an essay that necessarily impinges
on the essays following.

The extensive set of essays on the Second World War and the expulsion of Czechoslo-
vakia’s Germans contains almost half of the essays of the third collection. Three of these
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explore facets of the war years themselves: Detlef Brandes’ examination of the deve-
lopment of Nazi politics toward the Protectorate, with particular emphasis laid on the three
leading lights of Konstantin von Neurath, Karl Hermann Frank and Reinhard Heydrich;
Miroslav Karny’s recapitulation of earlier work on estimating the number of Czech
victims of the occupation and his call for further research to clarify the totals; Jorg
Hoensch’s clear and persuasive analysis and delimitation of the successive phases of
Germany's wartime policies toward the Slovak state; and, finally, Volker Zimmer-
mann's examination of the last year of the war in the Reichsgau Sudetenland, which
draws on his own earlier work. The four following essays focus on the most contentious —
and currently most topical — facet of Czech-German relations, the postwar expulsions.
Hans Lemberg sketches the development of the plans for the expulsion, problematizing
the widely held ideas that the Sudeten Germans were a Nazi “fifth column” and that Ed-
vard Bene§ was the father of the idea for the expulsion. Tomd$ Stané&k takes up some of
these same issues before drawing on his voluminous prior work on the topic to address the
mechanics of the expulsion. Much like Karny before him, Jaroslav Kucera then attempts
to calculate the loss of life on the German side in the aftermath of the war. Finally, a 1996
Deutsch-Tschechische Historikerkommission press release is reproduced, declaring that,
pending further research, the number of German deaths as a result of the events preceding
and during the expulsion was between 15 000 and 30 000. The final three chapters explore
postwar topics. Eva Hahn examines expellees’ identity formation and group membership
through the prism of the notions of “Heimat™ and “Zuhause”. Finally, EditaIvani¢kova
and Radko Bfach discuss the rupture in the relationship between Czechoslovakia and the
DDR in the wake of the 1968 invasion and the importance of the 1973 Prague Agreement
for Ostpolitik, respectively.

As this brief overview shows, there are several strong points to the collection. The
authors are among the best-known and most respected members of their fields and they do
not shrink from addressing many of the most contentious points of past two centuries of
Czech-German relations. Given that the publication is intended to inform the wider Ger-
man, Czech and Slovak publics of the course and results of the Historikerkommission’s
work to date, it is a success. The articles are neither overly long, nor too detailed for the
educated layperson to absorb, and are marked by clarity and evenhandedness. The profes-
sional audience, however, will want to read the four volumes from which these essays
have been gleaned.”

New York Bradley F. Abrams

" Diese Rezension erschien auch in: sehepunkte (www.sehepunkte.de).

Deutschlands Osten — Polens Westen. Vergleichende Studien zur geschichtlichen Lan-
deskunde. Hrsg. von Matthias Weber. (Mitteleuropa — Osteuropa. Oldenburger Beitriage
zur Kultur und Geschichte Ostmitteleuropas, Bd. 2.) Verlag Peter Lang. Frankfurt/Main,
Berlin v.a. 2001. 389 S., Abb. (DM 98.-.)

.Deutschlands Osten — Polens Westen* — mit der Wahl dieses Titels fiir seine ,,Verglei-
chenden Studien zur geschichtlichen Landeskunde* stellt sich der Hrsg. Matthias Weber
bewubt in eine Tradition, die mit einer Filmdokumentation gleichen Titels von Hansjakob
Stehle im Jahre 1964 begann. Erstmals wurde seinerzeit einer breiten westdeutschen Of-
fentlichkeit eine Beschiftigung mit Gebieten wie Schlesien und Pommern prisentiert, die
nicht mehr primér an deutschen Interessen ausgerichtet war, sondern pragmatisch und
niichtern den Aufbau einer neuen polnischen Gesellschaft in diesen Gebieten beschrieb.
Zwei Jahrzehnte spiter, im Jahr 1985, formulierte Christian Graf von Krockow seine
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