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Dé&jiny Moravy a Matice moravskd. Problémy a perspektivy. Sbornik pfispévki z
védecke konference konané v dnech 24.-25. listopada 1999 v Bré. [Die Geschichte Mih-
rens und die ,Matice Moravsk4™. Probleme und Perspektiven. Sammelband der am 24. und
25. November 1999 in Briinn (Brno) durchgefiihrten wissenschaftlichen Tagung.] Hrsg.
von Libor Jan in Zusammenarbeit mit Bronislav Chochold&, Tomas Knoz, Jhifi
Malit und Libor Vykoupil. (Disputationes Moraviae, 1.) Matice moravskd. Brno
2000. 260 S., dt. u. tsch. Zusfass.

Der 150. Jahrestag der Griindung der Matice moravskd war 1999 AnlaBl zu der hier
dokumentierten Tagung. Nach Einfithrung und GruBworten stehen 16 Beitrdge zu histo-
riographischen Problemen Mahrens (S. 57-260) im Zentrum des Bandes. Jaroslav Mez-
nik versucht eine Bilanz der Medidvistik in Midhren und im tschechischen Schlesien in
der Phase der ,,Normalisierung™ 1969-1989. Dusan Tie&tik tiberstrapaziert aus einer mo-
dernen Perspektive die Rolle GroBméhrens in der Geschichte Europas. Zdenék Méfin-
sky resiimiert die Leistungen der Frithmittelalterarchidologie fiir die Kenntnis des miih-
rischen Mittelalters. Martin Wihoda und Miloslav Polivka pladieren fiir die ange-
messene Beriicksichtigung des pfemyslidischen Miahren bzw. des Hussitismus in Mahren
in der Geschichte der bohmischen Linder. Zur frithen Neuzeit zeigt Josef Vdlka For-
schungsdesiderata und -probleme auf., Auf den Zusammenhang von Stéinden und Konfes-
sion in einer Phase konfessioneller Toleranz geht Thomas Winkelbauer in seinem
deutschsprachigen Beitrag ,,Uberkonfessionelles Christentum in der 2. Hiilfte des 16. Jhs.
in Mihren und seinen Nachbarlidndern* ein. Die Rolle des Herzogtums Teschen in der so-
zialen Entwicklung Miéhrens im 18. Jahrhundert untersucht vergleichsweise ausfiihrlich
Milan Smerda. Jaroslav Marek weist auf die Anfinge der Forschungen zum 19. und
20. Jh. an der Universitit Briinn hin, dhnlich knapp Jan Janédk aof wirtschaftsgeschichtli-
che Beitriage im Casopis Matice moravské bis 1948. Wesentliche — im Grundsitzlichen
tiber Mahren hinausgreifende — konzeptionelle Ansiitze zu Rolle und Funktion einer Ge-
schichte Mahrens entwickelt Robert Luft anhand der neueren deutschsprachigen Histo-
riographie zu Mihren im 19. und 20. Jh. zum Problemgeflecht , Landesgeschichte, Regio-
nalforschung, Heimatkunde und regionale Gesellschaftsgeschichte™. Summe und Kiritik
der regional- und ortsgeschichtlichen Forschung in Mihren im 19. und 20. Jh. fassen Josef
Barto$, Jindfich Schulz und Milo§ Trapl konstruktiv zusammen. Letzterer weist auf
die Bedeutung des tschechischen politischen Katholizismus in Miéhren wihrend der Ersten
Tschechischen Republik hin, Josef Harna auf Spezifika der Geschichte Mahrens in der
ersten Hilfte des 20. Jhs. Zden&k Jirdsek und Jifi Knapik weisen in teilweise seiten-
iibergreifenden FuBnoten die in der Summe sehr heterogene Literatur iiber die Zeitge-
schichte Mihrens seit 1945 nach. Jan Rychlik skizziert die Uberlegungen zur Fodera-
lisierung der CSR 1922-1992 unter dem Aspekt Mihrens.

Die Beitriige plddieren fundiert gegen den in der — tschechischen und deutschen — Ge-
schichte der bohmischen Lander dominierenden Bohemozentrismus fiir eine eigenstindige
Geschichte Mihrens.

Herne Wolfgang Kessler

Ivan Sedivy: éeﬁi, Ceské zemé a velka vilka. 1914-1918. [Die Tschechen, das Gebiet
Bohmens und der Erste Weltkrieg.] (Cesk4 historie.) Nakladatelstvi Lidové Noviny. Praha
2001.492 S, Abb,, Ktn.

In a well-written introduction the author notes that the impact of the Great War upon
Czech history has been portrayed so far as a caricature. There is the inscrutable Private
Svejk, there are the idealists from the Masaryk Legions, and then, finally, there are the
masses for whom the conflagration was reducible to mud, cold, and senseless suffering on
behalf of an unfathomable cause.

Ivan Sedivy proposes to look at the Czech experience in World War I ‘as it really
was’. He provides a useful review of the flawed system of 19™ century international
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treaties and discusses the well-known contending theories regarding the outbreak of the
Great War. The chapter dealing with the nationality problem in the armed forces of the
Dual Monarchy relies heavily on Istvan Dedk’s Beyond Nationalism and other, often
Austrian, secondary sources. Nevertheless, it brings up new and interesting data on in-
dividual Czechs serving the Emperor loyally and with competence, especially in artillery
units, the fledgling air-force and the submarine fleet. Those men fit neither the Svejk
pattern of behavior nor that of the dedicated anti-Habsburg conspirator nor, finally, that of
the alienated masses who simply wanted to go home.

Having reviewed in considerable detail the Czech contribution to the war effort in the
east, the Balkans, and Italy, S. poses the intriguing question — were the Czechs good sol-
diers? Rejecting the established models, mostly inspired by national prejudices, the author
concludes that the answer must be: it depends. He finds that the Czechs’ enthusiasm for
combat was low on the eastern front as well as against Serbia in 1914-1915. However,
these same units proved themselves to be tough and determined combatants in Italy in
1915-1918. Indeed, some Czech units represented the hard-core of the Habsburg front in
Italy to the very end. (8. allows that the mountainous terrain on the Italian front and a
history of wars against Italians throughout the 19® century may have been factors that mi-
nimized acts of desertion there.) In an intriguing display of what can be achieved with
statistics, the author quotes a 1920 study of the relationship between the number of men
killed in action and nationality in Austria~-Hungary. The study overturned existing beliefs
by finding that for every 1,000 men between the ages of 19 and 42 from the Czech lands,
171,2 were killed in action, whereas the corresponding number for the Alpine provinces of
the empire was 130. This whole section is most interesting.

Nevertheless, one can only conclude that the Czech war record is mixed. Importantly,
the author warns against assuming that acts against military honor on the eastern front
were motivated by a conscious rejection of Austria-Hungary or even by Czech patriotism.,
He is more inclined to look for causes of Czech desertions in a gradual loosening of bonds
between Czech soldiers and institutions of the Dual Monarchy, and in a general disgust
with the overall conditions at the front.

In the second half of the book, S. focuses on political relations between Vienna and
Prague. Many of these episodes are reasonably well known, in particular the affair
involving Karel Kramaf and Alois Rasin. He also deals with the impact of the war on the
economy in the Czech lands. The author surprises by delving alse into the highly complex
relationship between the war and intellectuals and artists. At the end, S. focuses on the
final year, 1917. He traces the decline of the K-u-K system in which too much power was
vested in the wrong hands while too many potential reformers could only watch and await
the inevitable. In short, it reveals the failure of all attempts to save Austria-Hungary at this
late hour. This part, while interesting, covers the terrain just recently mapped out in
various books by Antonin Klimek.

S. has a very impressive command of a broad scale of sources, his knowledge of the
map is second to no one’s, and he writes in a style that makes it impossible to stop reading.
Consequently, this book is packed with useful information and is a tremendous fun to read.
I have learned from it and I have enjoyed the experience. 1 do not hesitate to give this
volume my highest recommendation.

Boston Igor Lukes

Andreas Wiedemann: Die Reinhard-Heydrich-Stiftung in Prag (1942-1945). (Berichte
und Studien des Hannah-Arendt-Instituts fiir Totalitarismusforschung e.V. an der TU
Dresden, 28.) Dresden 2000. 126 S.

Die vorliegende Publikation, urspriinglich als Magisterarbeit an der Universitit Diissel-
dorf vorgelegt, verdient aus zwei Griinden Interesse. Erstens bietet diese knappe Unter-
suchung iiber Entstehung, leitende Personen und Titigkeit der ,Reinhard-Heydrich-Stif-
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