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On the 5th June 1894 the Galician Land Exhibition (Powszechna Wystawa
Krajowa) was opened in Lemberg (Lwéw, L’viv). At first glance this was
nothing really extraordinary, for it was neither contrary to the Europe-wide
trend of organising such events in the second part of the nineteenth century,
nor was it the first exhibition to be held in Lemberg or Galicia. The first
world exhibition had been organised in London in 1851, and 22 years later
(nota bene in the year of the first grave economic crisis of capitalism) one had
been opened in Vienna. Moreover, in Galicia itself Land exhibitions had
already taken place in Lemberg (1877) and Cracow (Krakau, Krakéw —
1887). All these previous exhibitions influenced the Land Exhibition of 1894
in Lemberg in various ways. Firstly, they provided a sort of pattern, giving
some general outlines as to how such an event should be organised. Secondly,
they created a competitive situation, in which each exhibition had to be more
glamorous, more astonishing, more successful, than the previous one.
Thirdly, they were proving their considerable promotional potential, a fact
which seems to have been of great importance to the Polish Galician elites
who were, at the time, gaining a very strong political position within the
Habsburg Monarchy.

The exhibition was an enormous undertaking even for the imperial capital
of the biggest (and, to tell the truth, one of the poorest) of all Austrian
provinces, but representing, as it did, a very distinct expression of the
metropolitan ambitions of Lemberg, it was, consequently, worth any price to
the city. It took place near Park Stryjski, covering an area of 50 ha in 129
pavilions specially erected for the occasion. In order to ease communications,
a tramway line a few kilometres long (one of the first in this part of Europe)
was built to connect the terrain of the exhibition site with the centre of the
city. The head of the organising committee was prince Adam Sapieha, while
the then viceroy of Galicia was Kazimierz Badeni, who would become the
Austrian prime minister a year after the exhibition. The main architects were
Julian Zachariewicz and Franciszek Skowron. Each pavilion was built in a
different architectural style corresponding to its content. One of the most
popular parts of the exhibition was Panorama Ractawicka [The Panorama of
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Ractawice] — a monumental painting by Wojciech Kossak, Jan Styka,
Tadeusz Popiel and Zygmunt Rozwadowski representing the victory of the
insurgents led by Tadeusz Ko$ciuszko over Russian troops in 1794, which
was unveiled one hundred years after KoSciuszko’s success. Paintings by the
famous Polish artist Jan Matejko, who had died a year before, were presented
as well, and several other parts of the exhibition were devoted to industry,
ethnography, agriculture, and other fields. It lasted four and a half months and
was visited by some 1 150000 people, among whom there were such
distinguished guests as the Emperor Franz Joseph, his brother Carl Ludwig
(who opened the exhibition), the Austrian ministers of finance (Ernst von
Plener), and justice (Friedrich Schénborn) and many other Polish, German
and Hungarian members of both (Austrian and Hungarian) governments.”

The significance of the exhibition, however, can hardly be confined to a
mere catalogue of the works of art presented and a description of the
pavilions, since it was extremely significant for the image of Galicia and its
elites in German political discourse and came with an enormous ideological
background for Viennese public opinion, as well as for the Galician
(dominantly Polish) organisers. The more far-reaching aim of the exhibition
was defined in two, partly contradictory, ways. On the one hand, it was
intended to promote Lemberg as a modern metropolis, autonomous Galicia as
a land rapidly developing in all fields, and to show its political elites as very
patriotic, modern and wise politicians. Like all exhibitions of its type, it was
thought to be a great feast of progress understood in the sense of positivistic
ideas. On the other hand it was imbued with Polish patriotic ideas. Guests
from the Russian and Prussian parts of the former Rzeczpospolita were
expected and the particular stress was laid on national solidarity regardless of
the political borders. Although I am not able to estimate to what extent the
second aim was fulfilled, the first one was achieved completely, if we agree
to accept Viennese political discourse as the indicator of success.
Nevertheless, three basic facts concerning the image of Schlachzizen and
Galicia in the Habsburg Monarchy in the period 1880-1910 seem to be
indisputable:

1. The image of Galicia and Schlachzizen in political discourse was
extremely negative in almost all analysed media over the most of the
period, with the exception of 1894, the year of the Land Exhibition.

2. In 1894 the image became very positive in most of the mainstream press
(liberal, conservative and governmental). It was negative in the social-
democratic, Christian-social and anti-Semitic press, but these elements of
the press were, however, still on the margins of public discourse in 1894

JACEK PURCHLA: Najwigksza polska wystawa [The Largest Polish Exhibition], URL:
http://www.lwow.com.pl/wystawa.html and JURU BIRIULOW: Chodzac po wystawie
[Wandering around the Exhibition], ibidem, [10.10.2009]. The elementary facts about
the exhibition in my article are based on these two papers.
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and hence could not really influence the general enthusiastic tenor of the
reporting. Moreover, satirical magazines remained very critical towards
Galicia, regardless of the period or their political bias. This, however, is
simply characteristic of this kind of publication.

The Polish patriotic overtones of the exhibition, so important for the
Galician organisers, were almost completely passed over in the German
press.

At first sight a comparison between the first and the second statements may

seem to be very puzzling and to require an explanation. If we take into
account what had been, and would be, written in Vienna about Galicia and
Polish political elites (Schlachzizen) before the exhibition and even more
forcefully after the collapse of Badeni’s government (1895-1897), it is
absolutely astonishing to see how positively Galicia and its elites could be
described in Viennese discourse while the exhibition was running. The aim of
this article is to answer the question about the reasons for these changes in
image. They may well be numerous and extremely complex, but the most
important ones, in my opinion, are likely to be:

a)

b)

c)

The very good political situation of the Polish Parliamentary Club (Kofo
Polskie), which, in 1894, was a part of the parliamentary coalition together
with the German liberals and conservatives. In a year, a Pole — Kazimierz
Badeni — would become a prime minister.

In 1894 the German liberal bourgeoisie, who had considerable influence
on political discourse thanks to the powerful liberal press, seemed to be
intoxicated with the illusion of the complete success of the German
cultural mission in Eastern Europe, and, seen in this light the positive
image of Galicia was an enthusiastic ode to Austrian rather than Galician
success.

In the last years of the 19" century the paradigm of the politics in the
Habsburg Monarchy changed significantly. As a result of many social
changes, the old Honoratiorenparteien (liberals and conservatives) lost
much of their political power to the benefit of the new mass parties
(social-democrats, Christian-Social Party, anti-Semites and nationalists).
As a corollary, the political struggle moved from the cabinet-rooms onto
the streets. It led to the use of much more populist arguments and
consequently harsher criticism of Schlachzizen, a development which can
be easily traced, especially after the collapse of the Badeni government in
1897 in a wave of nationalistic hysteria.’

WALDEMAR LAZUGA: Niemiecka opinia publiczna wobec “rzadéw polskich” Kazimierza
hr. Badeniego w Austrii (1895-1897) [German public opinion on the “Polish Govern-
ment” of Kazimierz Badeni], in: Studia z najnowszej historii Niemiec i stosunkéw polsko-
niemieckich, ed. by STANISEAW SIERPOWSKI, Poznan 1986, pp. 95-110.
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d) Perhaps some of the components in the positive image of Schlachzizen,
and many elements in the negative one, actually corresponded to existing
social reality and are hence not to be regarded as mere media
manipulation. Moreover, Galicia and Schlachzizen were an object of
criticism for many groups in the province (Ruthenians/Ukrainians, Polish
democrats4, Polish and Ukrainians Social-Democrats), a fact which, at
least potentially, may well have contributed to German negative opinion.

e) It seems it was not so easy to describe Galicia negatively in the context of
the Land Exhibition, which was partly an occasion for international
promotion of the whole monarchy.

The explanations a), b) and c), despite some flaws, are the most relevant.
The central assumption in this article is that criticism of Galician conditions
in the German press was always linked to criticism of Schlachzizen (in all
three meanings of the word — see below). The reason for this was Viennese
authors’ strong conviction that, since the Schlachta was said to be omnipotent
in Galicia, it must, logically, be responsible for everything. To paraphrase a
well known Latin sentence: qui potest, is fecit. On the other hand, especially
after 1897, criticism of the Schlachta often (but not always’) led to direct
criticism of Galicia.

The scope of the sources and the subject of this article are clearly
circumscribed by the statement: “German political discourse in Vienna”, it is
therefore essential to explain briefly what is meant by the term in the paper.
Firstly, I have used sources published in Vienna and/or directed mainly to
Viennese public opinion. Secondly, ‘politics’ is defined in the broad sense of
the term as the art of achieving one’s goals affecting a whole community (e.g.
by shaping public opinion), thus political discourse is also reflected by many
seemingly apolitical sources such as operettas or tourist guides. Thirdly, the
German character of the analysed discourse further restricts the scope of
sources to those writings directed to the German speaking population (mainly
in Vienna) and created either by Austrian Germans, or German political
movements, and, last but not least, in the German language, reflecting the
supra-national, imperial idea. The sources for the analysis of the discourse
about the exhibition are the main Viennese daily newspapers and satirical
magazines with different political leanings (liberal, conservative, social-
democratic, Christian-social, nationalistic, governmental) and directed to
various social groups and strata.® The wider context for this specific discourse

4 E.g. STANISLAW SZCZEPANOWSKI: Nedza Galicyi w cyfrach i program energicznego

rozwoju gospodarstwa krajowego [The Galician Poverty in Numbers and the Pro-
gramme of Rapid Development of the Land Economy], Lwéw 1888.

When the word Schlachzizen was used as a description of the Polish Parliamentary
Club, the Galician context was often replaced by the Parliamentary one (see below).
Liberal newspapers: Neue Freie Presse (further: NFP); Neues Wiener Journal. Unpar-
teiisches Tagblatt (NWJ); Die Presse (Presse); Neues Wiener Tagblatt. Demokratisches
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— the image of Galicia and Schlachzizen in 1880-1910 — was analysed in
depth in my M.A. thesis which was based on a much broader range of
sources’ and can only be briefly summarized in this article.

The amount of literature about Galicia has increased considerably in the
last few decades®, however the Land Exhibition in 1894 has not really been
fully described yet, apart from in the two, very fact-oriented, articles of a few

Organ (NWT); Die Zeit (Zeit); conservative and governmental press: Wiener Zeitung
(WZ); Fremden-Blatt (FMB); Vaterland. Zeitung fiir die dsterreichische Monarchie
(VTL); anti-Semitic, Christian Social and nationalistic press: Deutsches Volksblatt
(DVB); Reichspost. Unabhiingiges Blatt fiir das christliche Volk Oesterreichs (RPT);
Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt (NWB); social-democratic: Arbeiter-Zeitung. Organ der osterrei-
chischen Sozialdemokratie (AZ); satirical magazines: Die Bombe; Der Floh; Junge
Kikeriki. Humoristisches Volksblatt; Die Wespen; Pschiit! Caricaturen; Humoristische
Bldtter; Wiener Punsch; Gliihlichter; Figaro. Humoristisches Wochenblatt;, Kikeriki.
Humoristisch-politisches Volksblatt.

MARCIN SIADKOWSKI: Konstruowanie obrazu “polskiej szlachty” w niemieckim dys-
kursie politycznym w Wiedniu w latach 1880-1910 [Creating the stereotypical image of
Schlachzizen in German political discourse in Vienna, 1880-1910], M.A. thesis, Dept.
of History, University of Warsaw, 2009. The other categories of the sources are:
historical and geographical textbooks, operettas, tourist guides, publications for the
imperial jubilees in 1898 and 1908, Die osterreichisch-ungarische Monarchie in Wort
und Bild. Galizien, Wien 1898 (so called Kronprinzwerk).

Apart from the titles cited in the footnotes below there is substantial Austrian, Polish,
American and Ukrainian literature about Galicia. To enumerate only the most important
or relevant: KLAUS BACHMAN: “Ein Herd der Feindschaft gegen Ruflland”. Galizien als
Krisenherd in den Beziehungen der Donaumonarchie mit Rufiland (1907-1914), Wien
2000; HARALD BINDER: Galizien in Wien. Parteien, Wahlen, Fraktionen und Abge-
ordnete im Ubergang zur Massenpolitik, Wien 2005; JOzEF Buszko: Polacy w
parlamencie wiedenskim 1848-1918 [Poles in the Vienesse Parliament], Warszawa
1996; ANDRZEJ DzIADZIO: Austria wobec Galicji i Czech w dobie przemian ustrojo-
wych monarchii habsburskiej (1861-1871) [The Austrian Attitude towards Galicia and
Bohemia in the Period of Political Transformation of the Habsburg Monarchy, 1861-
1871], in: Czasopismo prawno-historyczne 50 (1998), 1, pp. 83-115; ALISON FLEIG
FrANK: Oil Empire. Visions of Prosperity in Austrian Galicia, Cambridge 2004; MARIA
KeANskA: Erkundungen der neuen Osterreichischen Provinz Galizien im deutschspra-
chigen Schrifttum der letzten Dezennien des 18. Jahrhunderts, in: Galizien als
gemeinsame Literaturlandschaft: Beitrdge des 2. Innsbrucker Symposiums polnischer
und Osterreichischer Literaturwissenschaftler, ed. by FRIDRUN RINNER und KLAUS
ZERINSCHEK, Innsbruck 1988, pp. 35-48; EADEM: Problemfeld Galizien in deutsch-
sprachiger Prosa 1846-1914, Wien et al. 1991; WALDEMAR LAZUGA: “Rzady polskie”
w Austrii. Gabinet Kazimierza hr. Badeniego 1895-1897 [The so called ‘Polish
Government’ in Austria. The Government of Kazimierz Badeni, 1895-1897], Poznan
1991; HANS-CHRISTIAN MANER: Galizien. Eine Grenzregion im Kalkiil der Donau-
monarchie im 18. und 19. Jahrhundert, Miinchen 2007; GERTRAUD MARINELLI-KONIG:
Polen und Ruthenen in den Wiener Zeitschriften und Almanachen des Vormérz (1805-
1848). Versuch einer kritischen Bestandaufnahme der Beitrige iiber Galizien, die
Bukowina und das polnische Geistesleben insgesamt, Wien 1992; RUDOLF A. MARK:
Galizien unter Osterreichischer Herrschaft. Verwaltung, Kirche, Bevolkerung, Marburg
1994.
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pages each by Jacek Purchla and Jurij Biriulow cited above. Although a few
books have been written on the general subject of Polish-German stereotypes
(the one by Hubert Ortowski is worthy of particular note), no monograph has
been published on the specific topic of the image of Galicia and its elites in
Vienna.’

The analysed image was dialectical (the positive and negative elements,
although with varying intensity, coexisted in parallel) and cubist (the change
of perspective substantially changed the image itself). Thus all the statements
in the article should be understood as relating to a limited period of time
(1880-1910, especially 1894), space (Vienna), or a fragment of the social
reality revealed by the sources (German political discourse) and should, hope-
fully, serve as a basis for discussion rather than to determine ‘the truth’.

Galician success: the Land Exhibition in Lemberg 1894

Before I set about further analysis, the usage of German Polonism Schlach-
zizen in this article should be briefly explained. The word denotes exactly the
discursively constructed social group with all its negative connotations in
Viennese political discourse and therefore suits my analysis perfectly. The
word Schlachzizen was created from the Polish word szlachta (gentry) and
actually had three different, although mutually intersecting, meanings, de-
pending on the context. Firstly, it denoted the Polish political elites in Galicia,
mainly of noble birth in fact'®, and was the antonym of words describing all

HEINRICH OLSCHOWSKY: Sarmatismus, Messianismus, Exil, Freiheit — typisch pol-
nisch?, in: Deutsche und Polen. Geschichte, Kultur, Politik, ed. by ANDREAS LAWATY
et al., Miinchen 2003, pp. 279-288; HUBERT ORLOWSKI: Polnische Wirtschaft.
Nowoczesny niemiecki dyskurs o Polsce [Polnische Wirtschaft. The Modern German
Discourse on Poland], Olsztyn 1998; ToMASZ SZAROTA: Niemiecki Michel. Dzieje
narodowego symbolu i autostereotypu [The German Michel. The History of a National
Symbol and Autostereotype], Warszawa 1988; OLIVER WIEST: Deutsches Kulturvolk
und der Osten. Antislawische und antipolnische Stereotypen in Deutschland in der
Zweiten Hailfte des 19. Jahrhunderts, M. A. thesis, University of Salzburg 2002.

For Polish/Galician nobility and elites see: IRENEUSZ IHNATOWICZ, ANTONI MACZAK,
BENEDYKT ZIENTARA, JANUSZ ZARNOWSKI: Spoleczenstwo polskie od X do XX wieku
[Polish Society from the 10" to 20™ Century], Warszawa 1999; STANISEAW GRODZISKI:
Schylek stanu szlacheckiego na ziemiach polskich [The Decline of the Gentry in
Poland], in: IDEM: Studia galicyjskie, Krakéw 2007, pp. 245-258; Ziemianstwo polskie
1795-1945 [Polish Landed Gentry 1795-1945], ed. by JANINA LESKIEWICZOWA,
Warszawa 1985; Aktywno$¢ gospodarcza ziemianstwa w Polsce w X VIII i XIX wieku
[The Economic Activity of the Landed Gentry in Poland in the 18" and 19™ Century],
ed. by WIESLAW CABAN and MIECZYSEAW B. MARKOWSKI, Kielce 1993; MALGORZATA
DROzDZ-SzCzZYBURA: Ordynacje rodowe w XIX i pierwszej polowie XX wieku:
Wielkie posiadtosci ziemskie i ich ksztalt prawno-organizacyjny w Polsce poroz-
biorowej na przyktadzie ordynacji tancuckiej [Entails in the 19" and the First Half of
the 20" Century. Big Entails and their Legal and Organisational Form — the Lancut-
Entail], Krakéw 1998; Dwoér polski w XIX wieku: zjawisko historyczne i kulturowe
[The Polish Land Estate: Historical and Cultural Phenomenon], ed. by TERESA

10
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underprivileged groups (Volk, Bauern, etc.)''. Secondly, it was understood as
synonymous with the term Polen and therefore antonymous with the words
Ruthenen or Ukrainer."” Thirdly, it was used in the context of parliamentary
discussions as a synonym for the Polish Parliamentary Club in the Viennese
Reichsrat and the Galician Landtag, the attitude towards the Club was being
extended to the whole of Galicia." In all these meanings it did not have much
to do with a legal status of the denoted groups, but similarly to the
bohmischen Feudalen (describing one of parliamentary conservatives clubs
rather than a social group) it was actually a political, not a legal term, and was
therefore used only in strictly political discourse."

An examination of the use of this term in certain titles may prove
instructive. Before and after the exhibition it was quite often used by various
newspapers of all political stamps: the liberal Neue Freie Presse and Neues
Wiener Journal, the social-democratic Arbeiter-Zeitung, as well as the anti-
Semitic Deutsches Volksblatt and Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt. It was not used in

HRANKOWSKA, Warszawa 1995; SLAWOMIR GORZYNSKI: Nobilitacje w Galicji w latach
1772-1918 [Ennoblements in Galicia, 1772-1918], Warszawa 1999; JERZY JEDLICKI:
Klejnot i bariery spoteczne. Przeobrazenia szlachectwa polskiego w schytkowym
okresie feudalizmu [Coat of Arms and Social Barriers. Transformation of the Polish
Nobility in the Late Feudal Period], Warszawa 1968; MARCIN KROL: Konserwatys$ci a
niepodlegto$¢. Studia nad polska mysla konerwatywna XIX wieku [Conservatives and
Independence. Studies on Polish Conservatism in the 19" Century], Warszawa 1985;
KRZYSZTOF SLUSAREK: Drobna szlachta w Galicji 1772-1848 [Petty Gentry in Galicia,
1772-1848], Krakéw 1994; KAZIMIERZ ZAMORSKI: Ludnos$¢ Galicji w latach 1857-1910
[Galician Society, 1857-1910], Krakéw 1989.

E.g.: DVB No. 1948, 6.06.1894, Morgenausgabe: Galizische Landes-Ausstellung in
Lemberg, pp. 1-2; Zeit No. 689, 28.08.1904, Morgenausgabe: Nirgendwo, p. 1; AZ No.
237, 27.08.1904: Vom Tage. Kochajmie sie!, p. 1; NWB No. 198, 30.08.1904: Die
galizische Rundreise, p. 4; NWB No. 200, 1.09.1904: Nationale Herrenpolitik, p. 4;
NWIJ No. 3894, 28.08.1904: Bittere Wahrheiten. Ministerprasident Dr. v. Koerber in
Krakau, p. 1; DVB No. 6519, 24.02.1907: Morgenausgabe: Der Hungerstreik der ruthe-
nischen Studenten, p. 6; NWB No. 87, 14.04.1908: Der Statthalter von Galizien Graf
Potocki ermordet, p. 4.

E.g.: AZ No. 104, 14.04.1908: Ruthenenleid, pp. 1-2; DVB No. 6519, 24.02.1907,
Morgenausgabe: Der Hungerstreik der ruthenischen Studenten, p. 6; NWB No. 200,
1.09.1904: Nationale Herrenpolitik, p. 4; NWB No. 198, 30.08.1904: Die galizische
Rundreise, p. 4; AZ No. 240, 30.08.1904: Vom Tage. Korbers Theorie und galizische
Praxis, p. 1.

E.g.: NFP No. 6834, 15.09.1883, Abendausgabe: Politische Uebersicht, p. 1; AZ No.
71, 4.09.1894: Die Staatsphilosophie des Herrn von Plener, p. 3; Zeit No. 694,
2.09.1904, Morgenausgabe: Hofpolitik, p. 1; Zeit No. 1997, 14.04.1908, Morgenaus-
gabe: Politischer Wahnsinn, p. 1; NWJ No. 5205, 17.04.1908: Der kiinftige Statthalter
von Galizien. Von besonderer polnischer Seite, p. 1; Kikeriki No. 38, 13.5.1906: In der
Rennzeit. Auch ein gefihrliches Hindernisrennen, p. 8; Neue Gliihlichter No. 105,
25.11.1893: Zeitgemilie Variation eines bekannten gefliigelten Wortes, p. 5; Figaro No.
20, 19.05.1894: Die Koalition mit ihren Z6glingen auf Ferien, p. 80.

L.e. in the political press (dailies and satirical magazines). It was not used in school-
books, tourist guides or Emperor’s jubilee publications.
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the conservative Vaterland, the governmental Wiener Zeitung and Fremden-
Blatt and the popular [llustrierte Kronen Zeitung, which were either
governmental and conservative (eo ipso favourably disposed to the Polish
conservatives) or not interested in politics. The most puzzling aspect,
however, is the absence of the expression in the liberal Die Presse and Neues
Wiener Tagblatt or in the Christian-social Reichspost. It is really difficult to
determine what the above-mentioned publications, in which the word was
used, had in common, except for their strong anti-Schlachzizen bias, a fact
that clearly indicates the pejorative connotations of the term. Given that the
publications were directed to various social groups, we can assume that the
word Schlachzizen was understood quite universally, regardless of social
strata or political opinion. It had strong connotations of the archaic and unjust
institutions of feudal society and the anarchic elites of former Rzeczpospolita,
above all, however, it sounded comical and could easily be employed to
ridicule the phenomenon.

Moreover, it is particularly interesting to note the way in which such a
pejorative expression was used during the — otherwise extremely positively
described — Land Exhibition. The absence of the term from the conservative
or governmental press is not really surprising, since neither Vaterland nor
Fremdenblatt, nor Wiener Zeitung had used the word before, or did so
afterwards. Especially significant, however, is the fact that in 1894 none of
the liberal newspapers described Polish elites or the Polish Club in the
Reichsrat as “Schlachzizen”. They were referred to as “Polen”"” (often in the
expression “Polen und Ruthenen” or paraphrase “beide Volker Galiziens”),
“Vertreter Galiziens”'®, “der galizische/hochsinnige Adel”"’, “die groBen gali-
zischen Geschlechter”'®, “fithrende Minner Galiziens”"?, “polnische Staats-
minner””, or “Fiihrer der Gesellschaft”*'. Such positive names were hard to
find, both before and after 1894, even in those newspapers which were
relatively well disposed to the Polish conservatives. Interestingly, only two

15 NFP No. 10783, 30.08.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 29. August, p. 1; NFP No. 10792,
8.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 7. September, pp. 1-2; NWT No. 154, 7.06.1894,
Morgenausgabe: Oesterreich in Galizien, p. 3; NWT No. 246, 7.09.1894, Morgen-
ausgabe: Lemberger Kaisertage, p. 1; Presse No. 251, 13.09.1894, Morgenausgabe:
Wien, 12. September, p. 1; FMB No. 156, 9.06.1894, Abendausgabe: Die galizische
Landesausstellung, p. 1; FMB No. 246, 7.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 6. Septem-
ber, pp. 1-2.

NWT No. 154, 7.06.1894, Morgenausgabe: Oesterreich in Galizien, p. 3.

Presse No. 152, 5.06.1894: Die galizische Landesausstellung, pp. 9-10; NWJ No. 222,
7.06.1894: Von Halb-Asien nach Europa, p. 1; VTL No. 245, 6.09.1894, Abendaus-
gabe: Wien, 6. September, p. 1; VIL No. 250, 12.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Ein
Nachwort zu den Kaisertagen in Lemberg, p. 1.

FMB No. 156, 9.06.1894, Abendausgabe: Die galizische Landesausstellung, p. 1.

FMB No. 240, 1.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 31. August, p. 1.

NW1J No. 308, 1.09.1894: Herr v. Plener in Galizien, pp. 1-2.

FMB No. 152, 5.06.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 4. Juni, p. 1.
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newspapers did in fact use the term Schlachzizen regardless of the Land
Exhibition: the social-democratic Arbeiter-Zeitung and the anti-Semitic
Deutsches Volksblatt™. Although in 1894 they were not at the peak point of
their power and influence, in a few years they would become very harsh and
uncompromising critics of Schlachzizen and Galician conditions. We should,
therefore, examine the similarities between the two (see below).

The noteworthy trend in Viennese discourse about Galicia was the use of
the metaphor of a ‘discovery’ of the province, with the obvious connotations
of surprise the term contains. In the period of time under consideration the
Land (and its elites — Schlachzizen) was ‘discovered’ in political discourse at
least twice. Firstly, in 1894:

“Man horte nicht viel davon, ja man konnte manchmal sich des Eindrucks nicht
erwehren, als wenn absichtlich ein Schleier iiber das Land gezogen wiirde, der
spdhende Augen an dem Einblick in geheimnilvolle Vorgédnge verhindern sollte.
So war es bis vor Kurzem. Jetzt aber ist dieser Schleier gefallen und Galizien, das
zuriickhaltende, scheut sich nicht mit dem ganzen Gewichte seiner historischen
Vergangenheit, seiner politischen Gegenwart und seiner Hoffnungen auf eine
blithende Zukunft vor die Oeffentlichkeit zu treten. [...] Die Polen haben bei sich
zu Hause Ordnung zu machen gesucht, sie haben, wihrend sie die Aufmerksam-
keit klug von ihrem Lande ablenkten, dasselbe mit dem Aufwande aller Kraft auf
das Niveau der westlichen Cultur zu heben getrachtet, und jetzt, da sie — nicht
ganz mit Unrecht — ihre Anstrengungen vom Erfolg gekront glauben, jetzt laden
sie den Westen zu sich.””

Secondly, Galicia was ‘discovered’ after the collapse of Kazimierz Ba-
deni’s government in 1897:

“Aber die Badenische Regierungsmethode in westdsterreichisches Licht getreten,
lenkte die allgemeine Aufmerksamkeit ihrem Ursprungsboden zu. Damals wurde
Galizien sozusagen politisch entdeckt und die offentliche Kritik leuchtete so
griindlich in die polnische Adelswirtschaft hinein, dass diese mit ihren Schleiern
zugleich auch ihre Kraft und ihren Halt verlor.”**

In 1894 Galicia astonished its Viennese ‘discoverers’ as a Land much more
advanced in matters of culture, industry and economy than it had been
previously thought. However, after 1897 Galicia and Schlachzizen once again
became useful symbols for corruption, political violence, social injustice, etc.
To be more precise, there were actually two images of Galicia and
Schlachzizen, which were being rediscovered, for their images were
completely contradictory and they had been ‘discovered’ repeatedly since the
reign of the Emperor Josef 1I: the extremely negative image which dominated
the discourse, against which few periods of positive enchantment with Galicia
became even more visible and meaningful.

2 AZ No. 71, 4.09.1894: Die Staatsphilosophie des Herrn von Plener, p. 3; DVB No.
1948, 6.06.1894, Morgenausgabe: Galizische Landes-Ausstellung in Lemberg, pp. 1-2.

» NWI No. 314, 7.09.1894: Sub auspiciis Imperatoris, p. 1.

' Zeit No. 1997, 14.04.1908, Morgenausgabe: Politischer Wahnsinn, p. 1.
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In the liberal, conservative and governmental press, which constituted the
mainstream of the political discourse in 1894, the Land Exhibition was de-
fined as a great cultural success for the province and the clear sign of the
political power of the Galician elites. The exhibition was “ein glidnzender
Erfolg der culturellen Bestrebungen Galiziens, eine feierliche Gutheilung der
polnischen Politik zugleich aber die schérfste Betonung der gesammitstaat-
lichen Idee, und echt moderner Geist.”> In 1894 Galicia was presented as one
of the fastest developing provinces of the empire of the past few years.
Although the term ‘the past few years’ was quite loosely interpreted, ranging
from the first partition of Poland to the beginning of the autonomous era, the
positive direction of the changes was universally praised. The description of
the changes was, however, general and consisted of a simple enumeration of
fields in which progress was being made (the development of the educational
system, craft, industry, art and agriculture or the transformation of Lemberg
into a modern metropolis). Very frequently it was simply summarised in a
very general way, e.g. “ungeahnten Aufschwung auf allen Gebieten des
offentlichen Lebens”.** Much more interesting than the mere catalogue of
achievements, which was simply a summary of the most important demands
of liberals and Joseph II-like modernisers, are the sources to which progress is
ascribed.”’

On the one hand, Galicia was said to owe its development to the hard and
systematic work of its elites and the improvement of Polish-Ruthenian
relations. On the other hand, according to the contemporary press, there were
at least three non-Galician reasons for success, and, in the end, these were
probably more important: the constant support of the Emperor, who not only
continued the civilising efforts of his ancestors, but also gave Schlachzizen a
free hand in the province, and the provision of state funds, which were spent
on various investments in Galicia.”® However, perhaps the most crucial factor
was the impact of German (i.e. higher) culture on Eastern Europe. The
awareness of the historical mission seemed to be unchanged from the
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Enlightenment and Joseph IL* Although conservative newspapers (Vater-
land, Fremden-Blatt) stressed a little more strongly than the liberals the intra-
Galician sources of success (hard and constant work of the Galician gentry),
the idea of Austrian success in Galicia was promulgated in almost all the
newspapers (conservative, governmental and liberal, which were an absolute
mainstream in 1894 and even in anti-Semitic Neuigkeits-Weltblatt).® This
view was often expressed very literally, just as in the liberal Neues Wiener
Tagblatt:

“Mit Stolz darf die Gesammtmonarchie auf das Werk blicken, welches in Gali-
ziens Hauptstadt entstanden ist. Oesterreichische Arbeit, dsterreichisches Wirken
feiert hier seinen Triumph und niemals wurde glanzvoller eine Gedenkfeier be-
gangen, als es soeben zu Lemberg geschieht, hundert Jahre nachdem der letzte
Rest polnischer Selbstidndigkeit verschwunden war. Und so wie Galiziens Haupt-
stadt selbst unter Oesterreichs Szepter erst erblithte und wuchs, wie aus der ‘Stadt
der Monche’ eine grofle, moderne und industriereiche Stadt wurde, ebenso sehr
war es Osterreichische Kulturarbeit, welche in dem ganzen Lande wirkte, die aller-
dings thatkriftigste Forderung vor Allen in den Vertretern Galiziens fand, welche
insbesondere in den letzten Dezennien mit groftem Erfolge fiir ihr Heimatland
thitig waren und nichts verabsdumten, was demselben zum Nutzen gereichen
konnte.”

Similar attitude was also presented in the liberal Neues Wiener Journal:

“Es ist, wenn man zu den Quellen dieser galizischen Kraftprobe zuriickgehen will,
keine einseitige Landesfeier, deren Schauplatz Lemberg ist; die dortige Ausstel-
lung muss im weiteren Sinne als eine Manifestation der dsterreichischen Cultur-
fahigkeit bezeichnet werden. Wir neiden nicht den zwei aufstrebenden Nationen,
welche die weite sarmatische Tiefebene bewohnen, den berechtigten Ruhm, aus
eigener Kraft Tiichtiges geleistet zu haben, allein wir meinen, dass Oesterreichs
Sonne es war, die diese Ernte gereift hat.

Wenn man sich die Zustéinde in die Erinnerung ruft, welche in dem ungliicklichen,
infolge von Biirgerkriegen und allerlei politischem Ungemach darniederliegenden
Lande herrschten, als es in Oesterreich eine aufrichtende Stiitze gefunden hatte,
und damit das achtungeinfléBende Culturniveau vergleicht, welches in dieser Aus-
stellung zum Ausdrucke gelangt, so wird man auch ohne ‘schwarz-gelbe’ Vorein-
genommenheit sich sagen miissen, dass nur das Wohlwollen des Adoptivvaterlan-
des und dessen erziehender Einfluss es waren, die diesen erfreulichen Fortschritt
bewerkstelligen. [...] Galizien hat gewissermaflen seine Reifepriifung als Cultur-
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land bestanden. [...] Das schlimme Wirt von ‘Halb-Asien’ wird fortab keine Be-
rechtigung haben; Halb-Asien ist zu Europa avancirt.”

The development of Galicia went hand in hand with the transformation of
its elites. Schlachzizen, so long criticised for their anarchic inclinations and
incapacity for hard and continuous work, turned into model administrators
and titans of Organic work. The most remarkable fact is the appearance of the
bourgeoisie, who previously had hardly ever been mentioned in the discourse
about Galicia. Moreover, the image of Schlachzizen gained some very
characteristic components of the bourgeois ethos: diligence, perseverance and
lack of ostentation.” ‘Bourgeoisification’ of Schlachzizen and Galicia was
particularly meaningful and we should analyse this more closely below.

“Wir, die wir den Lindern immer gerne gegeben, was der Léander ist, und stets be-
reit sind, fiir jeden billigen Anspruch jeder Nationalitit einzutreten, kdnnen uns
dieser Ehrentage in Lemberg doppelt freuen, wo ein hochherziger Adel die
Pflichten seines Standes in so glinzender Weise erfiillte, das Biirgerthum und die
Bauernschaft in loblichen Wetteifer mit ihm Tiichtigstes, zu leisten suchten. [M.S.]
Alle zusammen ihrem kaiserlichen Herrn den Zoll der Dankbarkeit und Verehrung
in so mannigfaltiger, zum Herzen sprechender Weise darbrachten.”*

“Galizien besitzt die Aristokratie, die diese Aufgabe mit ganz besonderem Eifer
pflegt und sich bewusst ist, dass Adel verpflichtet. [...] Daneben aber strebt all-
madlig [sic!] schon ein Biirgerstand empor [M.S.], so dass Galizien die Ent-
wicklung nachholt, die es versdumt hat oder vielmehr mit einheimischen Kriften
fortsetzt, was vor Jahrhunderten, als Eigewanderte es in der Hand hatten, unter-
brochen worden ist.”*

“Die polnische Konige und der polnische Adel waren prachtliebend und kunstver-
stindig, an ihren Hofen fanden fremde und heimische Kiinstler liebevolle Aufnah-
me und lohnende Beschiftigung. Der galizische Adel und die galizische Biirger-
schaft haben die iiberkommenen Traditionen treu bewahrt, [M.S.] in schweren
Zeiten an den alten Ueberlieferungen festgehalten, in giinstiger Zeit der Kunst
neue Stitten erdffnet.”*

The German press commented very extensively on visits of Franz Joseph
(and his brother Carl Ludwig) as well as two German ministers (Ernst von
Plener and Friedrich Schonborn) to Galicia. The arrival of the Emperor in
Lemberg provided the press with the opportunity to describe the loyalty of
Poles and Ruthenians/Ukrainians towards the monarch and his role in the
development of the province. According to the Viennese press Schlachzizen
were not playing politics in their loyalty and devotion to Franz Joseph, which
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was, they stated, completely selfless and exceeded all such expressions in
other Austrian lands.”” “Alle geiduBerten Empfindungen sind um einige Grade
wirmer, alle Ansprachen an den Kaiser um einige Tone hoher gestimmt, als
es sonst bei solchen Anldssen der Fall zu sein pflegt.”*® The liberal Die
Presse summarised the attitude of Poles in a similar way:

“Wer diese Lemberger Tage miterlebt hat, wer Zeuge dessen sein durfte, wie echt
und warm, wie aufrichtig und wie aus dem tiefsten Herzen quellend diese Mani-
festationen waren, der musste sich sagen, dass dieses Land und dieses Volk kai-
sertreu und schwarz-gelb bis auf das Mark der Knochen ist und dass die auf
mancher Seite so gern festgehaltene Fabel von dem kalten Vernunftpatriotismus
der Polen ein- fiir allemal aufgegeben werden muss.”

Apart from the wish to create a very positive image of Schlachzizen in
1894, there were at least two more reasons for promoting such a positive
image of relations between Poles and the Emperor. Firstly, Austrian censor-
ship, although relatively lenient, was very sensitized to matters concerning
the royal family. The risk of confiscation to any publication showing Franz
Joseph in a bad light was very high. Secondly, the politics of the Polish Club
was indeed oriented to the support of the monarch, although not forgetting its
role as representatives of a particular interest group (see below).*

Ernst von Plener’s visit to Lemberg was also commented upon by almost
every newspaper. For the Viennese press the distinguished guest personified
either the state budget (as the minister of finance), or liberals and Germans
(as the leader of the German liberal party), depending on the bias of the
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newspaper. Liberal dailies assumed that the warm welcome in Lemberg was a
turning point in German-Polish and liberal-conservative relations, since the
liberal Vereinigte Linke and conservative Polish Club were partners in the
parliamentary coalition supporting the government of prince Alfred Win-
dischgriitz. They claimed that Plener’s visit and his reception symbolised the
strong German-Polish alliance, and perhaps even brotherhood. Very typical in
this context was the article in the liberal Neue Freie Presse:

“Die Reise, welche Herr v. Plener zum Besuche der galizischen Landesaustellung
unternommen hat, gleicht einem Triumphzuge. An allen Orten, die er beriihrt,
wird er mit Sympathie-Kundgebungen tiberhéuft; [...] Es hat den Anschein, daf}
man in Herrn v. Plener weit mehr den hervorragenden Fiihrer der liberalen
Deutsch-Oesterreicher als den Minister begriift, da man in Galizien mehr der
Freude dariiber Ausdruck geben will, daB der ehemalige Oppositions-Fiihrer, der
in mancher heiflen parlamentarischen Schlacht den gegeniibergestanden ist, nun-
mehr als politischer Freund kommt, als dariiber, da} der Minister der Landesaus-
stellung seine Aufmerksamkeit zuwendet. [...] Sieht man vom linken Centrum
und einigen sehr kleinen Partikeln des Hohenwart-Clubs ab, so sind in der That
die Deutsch-Liberalen und die Polen derzeit die einzigen Parteien, von denen eine
maBvoll fortschreitende Gesetzgebung, die sich von brutaler Reaction und tiber-
stiirztem Radicalismus gleich ferne hilt, zu erwarten sind. Sie sind zwei Parteien,
zwischen denen weder eine nationale noch eine staatsrechtliche Controverse
schwebt, die von einander nichts zu verlangen und nicht zu besorgen haben. Dazu
kommt, daf3 die Polen, welche das grofte nationale Interesse an der Stirkung
Osterreichs als Macht haben, in den Deutsch-Liberalen fast die einzige Partei fin-
den, die eine Reichspartei ganz ohne Vorbehalt ist, und deren nationales Interesse
sich gleichfalls mit dem Reichsinteresse verkniipft.”*'

In contrast to this, the anti-Semitic press and satirical magazines argued

that Plener was greeted in Galicia as the minister of finances and Poles
welcoming him acted entirely out of (financial) self-interest or courtesy.** As
the anti-Semitic Deutsches Volksblatt put it:

“Auf der Bildfliche erscheint die bekannte Figur des polnischen Patrioten, der
sich nur dann des Reiches erinnert, wenn dieses ihm mit einigen Millionen unter
die Arme greifen soll und einen Minister nur bejubelt, wenn dieser eine offene
Hand fiir Galizien hat. — Die polnische Eitelkeit mag ihren Theil daran haben, daf3
alle Minister, die die Lemberger Ausstellung besuchen dort glinzend empfangen
werden. Dal3 die Polen damit jedoch nicht auch einige praktische Zwecke ver-
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kniipfen sollten, dazu haben sie sich seit jeher als zu geriebene Geschiftspolitiker
erwiesen, Herr v. Plener ist Finanzminister, eine sehr wichtige Person fiir die
Polen.”"

Some ten years after the prime minister Ernest von Korber’s inspection
tour to Galicia and Bukowina (1904) the disbelief about Polish friendship
towards Germans and the reasons for the Galician hospitality would become
completely dominant in German political discourse* (except for the
conservative Vaterland, which by then, however, had lost much of its in-
fluence®). It was laconically put in the liberal Die Zeit: “Ein dsterreichischer
Ministerprésident reist nicht nach Galizien, ohne dal er mit vollen Koffern
hinkommt und mit leeren Taschen zuriickkehrt.”*®

In the liberal press there were a few significant enthymemes: “all Germans
are liberals” and “all liberals are Germans” as well as “all Poles are conser-
vatives” and “all conservatives are Poles”. Poles were praised in 1894 for
their friendly attitude towards Germans and their patriotism towards the state,
which amounted to the same thing. The Polish political elites were also
described as wise and patriotic politicians, who always took the constitution
and the interests of the whole state (Reichsinteressen) into account. Even the
intentions of Schlachzizen to defend the autonomous status of Galicia at any
cost were not regarded as endangering the unity of the state, in sharp contrast
to the parliamentary boycott by the Czechs, to whom Schlachzizen were very
often compared in this context. The very strong position of the Polish
Parliamentary Club was said to be a result of its internal discipline and
Realpolitik, which were especially appreciated in the context of deep
divisions between German parliamentary clubs.” The following is very
characteristic of the opinions expressed in liberal and conservative press:

“Es muss aber ebenso riickhaltlos anerkannt werden, dass die Polen ihre Stellung
in Oesterreich bald begriffen haben und den wohlwollenden Absichten der Krone
durch eine iiberaus kluge, niichterne, den Vortheil ihres Landes und ihrer Nation
mit dem Reichsinteresse weise verkniipfende Politik entgegengekommen sind.
Die Polen haben stets eifersiichtig tiber die Autonomie Galiziens gewacht, aber ihr
Autonomismus ist nie, wie bei den Czechen, in einen reichszerstérenden Fodera-
lismus ausgeartet. Lebendiger als in irgend einer der Osterreichischen Nationaliti-
ten ist in den Polen die Erinnerung an ihre geschichtliche Selbstindigkeit, ja auf
dem Grunde ihrer Volksseele ruht noch immer die Hoffnung auf eine dereinstige
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Wiedererweckung und Wiedervereinigung Polens, aber diese Gefiihlswelt hat sich
niemals in Gegensatz zur lebendigen Wirklichkeit gestellt und die innere Consoli-
dierung Oesterreich nie wesentlich behindert. [...] So robust der galizische Landes
Patriotismus der Polen sich oft gezeigt hat, ihre autonomistischen und nationalen
Bestrebungen haben doch ihre Grenze im Reichsinteresse und zumal im Interesse
der Dynastie gefunden. Der Triumph, den hiemit die kluge und consequent festge-
haltene Realpolitik der Polen feiert, ist eine Lehre fiir alle anderen Parteien und
Nationalititen in Oesterreich. Die meisten von ihnen sind dlter im sterreichischen
Staatsverbande als die Polen und sollten sich demnach enger mit demselben ver-
kniipft fiihlen, und doch haben so wenige noch es zu der Erkenntnis gebracht, dass
das Staatsinteresse unverriickbare Grenzen fiir alle nationalen und localen Bestre-
bungen bilden miisse.”*®

On the conservative side of the political spectrum opinion about Polish
politics was exactly the same:

“Die Polen harrten auf dem Boden der Verfassung aus. Sie stehen heute voll und
ganz auf dem Boden oOsterreichischer Reichsinteressen und des Osterreichischen
Staatsdenkens. Das Polenthum, einstens in Europa identisch mit einer steten Ver-
legenheit fiir alle Regierungen, mit einem Fermente steter Gidhrung, hat sich in
Oesterreich dank der viterlichen Politik des kaiserlichen Herrn zu einem Macht-
element des Reiches, zu einem Triger konservativer Staatspolitik entwickelt.
Doch in so heftigem Hader auch die Polen oft ob ihrer nationalen und autonomen
Anschauungen zu der jeweiligen Osterreichischen Regierung oder der Verfas-
sungspartei standen, auf dem groflen entscheidungsvollen Terrain der Reichspoli-
tik waren sie stets an der Seite der Reichsinteressen zu finden. Sie kreuzten mit
den Deutschen oft die blanken Waffen im Parlamente. In den Delegationen blie-
ben Polen, Konservative und Deutsche Bundesfreunde. Sie standen da, wo die
Reichsfahne wehte. Die Tripelallianz fand in allen drei Gruppen ihre Genossen.”*’

The conviction about the constructive role of the Polish Club in the
political system of the monarchy had its sources, at least partly, in the existing
political reality. From 1879 to 1897 the Polish Club formed an important part
of each parliamentary coalition supporting mostly conservative governments,
and consistently gained posts in the central administration, especially the post
of the governor of Galicia. The peak of its power was the period of Kazimierz
Badeni’s premiership (except for Alfred Potocki, also a Pole, the only non-
German prime minister of Cisleithenia). The autonomous tendencies, the
comparison with the political situation of Poles in Germany and Russia, the
strong political position and social character of the Club, which consisted
mainly of Polish landed gentry, predestined the Polish Club to conservatism
and loyalty towards the monarch, who was believed to be the guarantor of the
autonomous status of Galicia. The successful political strategies of the Polish
conservatives, who, until the elections in 1907, dominated the Galician
political scene and the Polish Club since its beginnings in 1867, was indeed
based on a few fundamental axioms, which were recognised and highly

* NFP No. 10792, 8.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 7. September, pp. 1-2.
* FMB No. 246, 7.09.1894, Morgenausgabe: Wien, 6. September, pp. 1-2.
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praised in many newspapers in 1894.° These were: a) exercising internal
discipline (despite the fact, that the Polish Club united politicians from
different political movements: two groups of conservatives, democrats, Jews,
nationalists or peasant parties); b) defending and, if possible, extending
Galician autonomy; c) in contrast to the Czechs, consistently avoiding a
parliamentary boycott or obstruction; d) winning the support of the monarch;
e) preserving the social, political and national status quo in Galicia as long as
it was possible.” Although in 1894 Viennese journalists noted the positive
impact of the Polish Club on Austrian politics, they (and even the anti-
Semitic or social-democratic critics of Schlachzizen) passed over or
completely underestimated the Polish patriotic overtones of the Exhibition.
Before the exhibition, and following the collapse of the Badeni government,
the situation was, however, completely reversed. This was not caused by
some kind of journalistic blindness or memory loss, but a result of the rules of
political discourse, which state that any fact is just a weapon in a political
struggle and can be used according to a current need.

Although the image of Schlachzizen and Galicia, as summarized above,
dominated the mainstream of German political discourse in 1894, it was,
however, not the only one. As hinted above, on the ‘margins’ the image was
far from being so positive. The ‘margins’, which then consisted of anti-
Semitic and social-democratic newspapers and satirical magazines of all
shades, were still not very powerful, but were becoming more and more
influential and in few years would become very loud and uncompromising
critics of Schlachzizen. The political extremists of that time*® were strongly
opposed to the old Honoratiorenparteien, despite the fact that new move-
ments derived partly from the liberal and conservative parties.”> Conse-
quently, in 1894 their criticism was more directed against the politicies of the
liberal party, and the negative opinion of Schlachzizen and Galicia was,

% Nota bene, after 1897 the same characteristic of the Club became an object of equally
fierce political attacks.

See BUSZKO (cf. footnote 8).

Victor Adler’s Sozialdemokratische Arbeiter Partei Osterreichs (SDAPQ), the anti-
Semites (Georg von Schonerer and Karl Hermann Wolf) and Karl Lueger’s Christian
Social Party.

For the German parties in Vienna see REINHOLD KNOLL: Zur Tradition der christlich-
sozialen Partei. Thre Frith- und Entwicklungsgeschichte bis zu den Reichratswahlen
1907, Wien 1973; HELMUT KONRAD: Arbeiterbewegung und Sozialismus in Cisleit-
hanien, in: Das Parteiwesen Osterreich-Ungarns, ed. by GABOR ERDODY, Budapest
1987, pp. 95-124; LoTHAR HOBELT: Die deutschnationalen und liberalen Gruppie-
rungen in Cisleithanien. Von der Vereinigten Linken zum Nationalverband, ibidem, pp.
77-90; IDEM: Parteien und Fraktionen im cisleithanischen Reichsrat, in: Die Habsburger
Monarchie 1848-1918. Bd. 7: Verfassung und Parlamentarismus, Teil 1: Verfassungs-
recht, Verfassungswirklichkeit, zentrale Reprisentativkorperschaften, ed. by HELMUT
RUMPLER and PETER URBANITSCH, Wien 2000, pp. 895-1006; DIETHILD HARRINGTON-
MULLER: Der Fortschrittsklub im Abgeordnetenhaus des Osterreichischen Reichsrats
(1873-1910), Wien 1972.
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paradoxically to some extent a function of the anti-liberal or anti-conservative

bias of some newspapers. In the words of the social-democratic Arbeiter-

Zeitung:
“DaB die polnische Schlachta mit der Koalition zufrieden ist und gar keinen Anlaf
hat, diese auBerordentlich giinstige und vortheilslose Verbindung zu 16sen, stand
ja von jeher fest, ebenso wie, daB natiirlich die Junker des Polenklubs niemals
auch nur einen Schritt von ihrer reaktionidren Haltung abweichen oder gar unter
dem sittigenden Einflufl des intimen Verkehrs mit unseren Liberalen sich zu ganz
handlichen schwarz-gelb-zentralistischen GemiBigten etwa von der Farbe des
verfassungstreuen méhrischen Grofgrundbesitzes entwickeln wiirden.”™*

In 1894 the new political movements were not at the peak of their power
and their interests were still limited mainly to the local (Viennese) political
scene. Moreover, the line taken by the social-democratic press was influenced
by the Polish and Ruthenian socialists’ complaints. Especially after 1897,
when Ignacy Daszynski — the most skilful and one of the most uncompro-
mising critics of Schlachzizen — became the leading politician in the social-
democratic parliamentary club, the Polish socialists gained a very useful
platform. The new political movements were, in fact, similar in their attitude
towards Schlachzizen and the main basis of the criticism, which would
dominate the discourse after 1897. According to the critics (who, in 1894,
were comprised of only the political extremes, but after 1897 included all the
major German parties and newspapers) Galicia was anything but a European
country, since it had one of the highest rates of illiteracy among its
population, an unjust electoral system and elites which deprived the people of
their property and rights. Even harsher was the criticism in the anti-Semitic
press:

“Das Land ist im grofen Ganzen arm an Industrie, das Kleingewerbe, iiber-
wuchert durch jiidische Ausbeutung, ist verhdltnismiflig entwickelt und was die
Landwirtschaft anbetrifft, so ist dieselbe trotz des Reichthums, mit dem die Natur
das Land ausgestattet hat, nicht auf derjenigen Stufe der Entwicklung wie in
mitteleuropiischen civilisirten Landern.”

Significantly, according to the critics of Galicia the province had no bour-
geoisie as well, exactly contrary to the above mentioned ‘bourgeoisification’
of Schlachzizen and Galicia in the mainstream publications. In Neuigkeits-
Weltblatt this motif was also swiftly combined with an anti-Semitic tenor, on
the following lines: there is no real bourgeoisie in Galicia, but only Jewish
speculators:

“Aber Galizien soll auch nicht vergessen, dass es noch immer ein passives Kron-

land ist und die Kosten seiner Verwaltung nicht aufzubringen vermag, obzwar es
mit Hilfe der anderen Reichstheile ein vortreffliches Verkehrsnetz, ein gehobenes

> AZ No. 71, 4.09.1894: Die Staatsphilosophie des Herrn von Plener, p. 3.
> DVB No. 1948, 6.06.1894, Morgenausgabe: Galizische Landes-Ausstellung in Lem-
berg, p. 1-2.
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Schul- und Bildungswesen, eine Grundbesitzentlastung und noch viel Anderes
erhalten hat. Die Polen herrschen unbeschrinkt in Galizien, doch haben sie nicht
vermocht, die ungeheure Verschuldung des Gro$3- und Kleingrundbesitzes und die
Verarmung des Volkes, das vielfach dem Hunger verfallen ist, anzuhalten. Eine
Biirgerschaft gibt es in Polen nicht, auf3er man rechnet die spekulativen Geldleute
dazu, die sich des Handels und Gewerbes bemdchtigt haben und mit ihrem Gelde
das geniigsame und arbeitsfreudige Volk beherrschen.” [M.S.]°

It is worth noting that the positive or negative image is clearly related to
the influence ascribed to the bourgeoisie in Galicia. The more bourgeois
Galicia is considered to be, the more positive is its image, and vice versa: the
more negative the image of the province, the less influence is attributed to the
Galician bourgeoisie. I assume that this relation was actually one of cause and
effect: Galicia had to become bourgeois, in order to be presented positively.
This allows us to identify main authors of the positive, as well as negative
images of Schlachzizen, as the German (liberal) bourgeoisie — the enthusiastic
supporters of the German cultural mission. Both admirers and critics of
Galicia shared very similar beliefs with regard to the question of how a
civilized political system should be constituted. The crucial difference
between them was the conviction either that Galicia was in the process of
becoming, or had already become, a modern state, or that it had not and
probably never would.”’

Context: the negative image of Galicia and Schlachzizen
before and after 1894

The importance of the positive image analysed above cannot be properly
assessed, unless it is compared with the dominant negative opinion. Un-
fortunately, for the reasons of space, I am not able to support the first state-
ment about Galicia (“the image of Galicia and Schlachzizen in political
discourse was very negative in almost all analysed media for the most of the
period”) with sufficient quotations and arguments. For this reason the
negative image, essential as a context for the discourse on the Land
Exhibition, is briefly summarised below.” In that case let this statement serve
as the basis of my argumentation. As a perhaps inadequate excuse I can

> NWB No. 208, 12.09.1894: Oesterreich in Galizien, p. 3.

" For colonialism in the Kakanien see Habsburg postcolonial. Machtstrukturen und
kollektives Gedichtnis, ed. by JOHANNES FEICHTINGER, URSULA PRUTSCH and MORITZ
CsAKY, Innsbruck et al. 2003, especially the articles: JOHANNES FEICHTINGER: Habs-
burg (post)-colonial. Anmerkungen zur Inneren Kolonisierung in Zentraleuropa, pp. 13-
32; CLEMENS RUTHNER: K.u.k. Kolonialismus als Befund, Befindlichkeit und Meta-
pher: Versuch einer weiteren Klidrung, pp. 111-128; HANS-CHRISTIAN MANER: Zum
Problem der Kolonisierung Galiziens. Aus den Debatten des Ministerrates und des
Reichsrates in der zweiten Hilfte des 19. Jahrhunderts, pp. 153-164.

For more details see SIADKOWSKI: Konstruowanie (cf. footnote. 7); LAZUGA (cf. fotnote
8); KrANSKA: Problemfeld Galizien (cf. footnote 8).
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assure the reader, that the negative image was, in fact, incredibly banal,
constant and universal. Moreover, in the end this negativity was obvious,
since it was sort of opinio communis on Galicia, which to some extent
influenced the contemporary image of the province.

In the dominant negative view of Schlachzizen, they were criticized for

their politics in Vienna as well as their position in Galicia. Their gravest
‘sins’ were egoism59, conservatism®, nationalism®, Panslavism®, the use of
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political violence, as well as the ‘privatisation’ of Galicia and its administra-
tion. Of course, their attitude towards the state in all these aspects was
regarded as anything but patriotic or loyal. In numerous articles they were
accused of using the state only for their profit, of trying to gain funds for the
development of Galicia and to secure ministerial posts, or for exceeding the
bounds of Galician autonomy. Satisfying one of these demands was a
precondition for Schlachzizen’s support of any government. At the same time
they were also regarded as arch-conservatives and nationalists, preventing
any democratisation and constantly seeking the opportunity to re-establish the
former Rzeczpospolita. Moreover, they were often fiercely criticised for
suppressing Ruthenian/Ukrainian political demands as well as for anti-
German Panslavism. The arguments of the various newspapers were to some
extent influenced by their political stance. For instance, Schlachzizen were
attacked for conservatism mainly in the liberal and social-democratic
newspapers, while the Polish nationalism and Panslavism were very readily
used in the German nationalistic press. Especially, the ‘accusation’ that
Panslavism was at variance with the facts perfectly fitted the notion of the
‘Slavic danger’, which was stressed in the anti-Semitic press. The social-
democrats and nationalists attacked the national, economic and political
suppression of underprivileged groups. Many of these charges against
Schlachzizen were also frequently to be found in the Polish inner-Galician
discourse (e.g. in the social-democratic, Ruthenian/Ukrainian or liberal
press). We may be sure that at least some of the arguments originated from
the province (social-democrats in particular, used the experience of their
parliamentary colleagues from Galicia), but it is hard to estimate to what
extent the German image of Schlachzizen was influenced by their Polish
critics. Since the province was not really known in Vienna, it was natural to
use the Galician sources. On the other hand, the aim of political discourse is
not to gain information, but to push a political viewpoint, and lack of
knowledge is never much of a hindrance when it comes to creating stereo-
types.

One of the most important turning points in the development of the image
of Galicia and Schlachzizen in political discourse was the period of Kazimierz
Badeni’s premiership (1895-1897). His two reforms (universal but unequal
franchise, and the introduction of the Czech language in the administration of
Bohemia and Moravia) changed the Viennese political scene very profoundly
and consequently the image. Firstly, new political parties gained their first
parliamentary seats (their number would soon rise rapidly). Secondly,
German public opinion reacted hysterically to what were, in their opinion,
clearly anti-German moves by the prime minister. This caused a dramatic
worsening of the image under discussion and long-lasting instability in the

Joseph L., Wien 1908, p. 260; Kikeriki No. 103, 26.12.1898: Zum Krakauer Ver-
briiderungsfeste, p. 3.
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political situation.”” Paradoxically, Kazimierz Badeni, who had been praised
for Galician success three years earlier, was said to be importing uncivilised,
Asiatic and violent methods of governance from Lemberg to Vienna in 1897,
which made him ex post responsible for almost every political problem in
Austria. This idea was expressed in the anti-Semitic Deutsches Volksblatt, as
well as in the liberal Die Zeit, to name but two examples.

“Vor wenigen Tagen waren im ‘Pester Lloyd” Reminiszenzen an die Aera Badeni
zu lesen, also an einen Zeitabschnitt, unter dessen Folgen wir noch jetzt schwer zu
leiden haben und der als die eigentliche Ursache der gegenwirtigen verworrenen
politischen Lage zu betrachten ist. Die Siinden, die damals der polnische Graf mit
der ‘eisernen Hand’ auf sich geladen hat, sind noch heute nicht abgebiiit und
wenn vielleicht niemals wieder eine Konsolidierung unserer parlamentarischen
Verhiltnisse eintreten sollte, so ist dies dem ‘staatsméannischen Genie’ des Schlof3-
herrn von Busk zu danken.”®

A year later:

“Beide [Kazimierz Badeni and Istvan Tisza — Hungarian prime minister 1903-
1905 — M.S.] waren Statthalter von Lindern, die von den iibrigen Reichsgebieten
abgeschlossen, sich durch eine eigenartige politische Kultur oder Unkultur aus-
zeichneten. In beiden Lindern war eine halbasiatische Verwaltungsmethode, wenn
auch nicht geboten, so doch in Anwendung und beide Statthalter bedienten sich
ihrer mit Erfolg. Thre Hilfsmittel waren: Gewalt und Korruption, und sie unter-
driickten und bestachen mit so viel Ausdauer und Geschicklichkeit, dass ihre Sa-
trapien allgemein fiir trefflich regiert galten und sie selbst in den Ruf groBer
Regierungskiinstler kamen. Die Uberpflanzung der Kiinstler und ihrer Kunst aus
dem Engeren ins Weitere, aus der Provinz auf den Reichsboden — das ist der In-
halt der letzen acht Jahren Osterreichisch-ungarischer Geschichte. Man weil3, wie
Graf Badeni, als der ‘Mann der starken Hand’ angekiindigt, nach Wien kam, wie
er hier mit Korruption begann und mit Gewalt endigte, wie er Journale kaufte, Par-
teien mit Sprachenverordnungen bestach, wie er die Polizei ins Parlament fiihrte.”®

Although Galicia was quite often discussed in German political discourse,
the analysis of the Galician relationships was extremely superficial and stereo-
typical. The anti-Semitic Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt summarised almost everything
that was ‘known’ about Galicia after the collapse of Badeni’s government:

“In Galizien kdmpft die Schlachta mit den Ruthenen um ihre politische, wirt-
schaftliche und nationale Machtstellung. Trotz aller den Staatsgrundgesetzen
widerstrebenden Vergewaltigung durch die Polen sind die Ruthenen diesen an
Zahl iiberlegen. Der ruthenische Adel ist mit wenigen Ausnahmen polonisiert. Das
Volk aber ist antipolnisch, wie auch in Ruflland, in der Ukraine, eine Ver-
schmelzung der Klein- mit den GroBrussen nicht erreicht wurde. Galizien ver-
dankt sein Sonderdasein nur den Millionen-Zuschiissen aus den deutschen Reichs-
teilen der Monarchie. Die autonome Verwaltung ist korrumpiert, das politisch
rechtlose Volk lebt unter dem Terrorismus der Schlachta in gréflichstem Elend,

8 tazuca (cf. footnote 3).
% DVB No. 5627, 3.09.1904, Morgenausgabe: Die Reminiszenzen aus der Aera Badeni, p. 2.
% Zeit No. 842, 29.01.1905: Von Badeni bis Tisza, p. 1.
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Hungerlohne werden gezahlt und was der Bauer verkauft, mufl den jiidischen
Dorfwucherern und Schnapsschinkern zu Spottpreisen iibergeben werden. Einzig
in Bliite steht die Auswanderung. Der polnische ‘Patriotismus’ hat Galizien zu der
schlechtesten verwalteten Provinz Oesterreichs gemacht.”*

The omnipotence of Schlachzizen in Galicia was axiomatic in the discourse
about the province. As it was laconically expressed in the anti-Semitic
Deutsches Volksblatt: “Geld, Macht, Verwaltung und Justiz kennen in Gali-
zien nur eine Quelle, kennen nur einen Go6tzen, dem sie dienen miissen, die
Schlachta.” The majority of German public opinion in Vienna was
convinced that the autonomy of Galicia actually meant its ‘privatisation’ by
Schlachzizen, with the result that in fact the power of the state could not be
exercised in what was such a geopolitically important province.”® This
popular opinion was expressed for instance in the social-democratic Arbeiter-
Zeitung: “Man hat in Oesterreich an dem ruthenischen Volke schwer ge-
frevelt und seine wirtschaftliche und soziale Riickstindigkeit ist das bewusste
Werk eines Regierungssystems, in welchem der Staat abdizierte und darin die
schrankenlose Herrschaft den polnischen Schlachzizen zufiel.”*

According to German journalists, the power of Schlachzizen was mostly
exercised through the illegal use of the legal imperial institutions. Their do-
minance was of a political, economic and cultural character. Among the most
important instruments of their political power were: proverbially unjust and
violent “Galician elections”; corrupted administration, which first and fore-
most served Schlachzizen, not the state’'; a corrupted judiciary’”; absence of a
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free press””. On the economic side the omnipotence of Schlachzizen was
based on their ability to wangle the money out of the state budget and their
monopoly in redistributing it.”* The dominance of Schlachzizen over the
school system in Galicia was said to be aimed at keeping the illiterate
population obedient and preventing the Ruthenians/Ukrainians from devel-
oping their national culture.”

The banal and universal character of the negative stereotype about Galicia
and Schlachzizen is probably the most important fact to be analysed, espe-
cially when compared with the positive image during the Land Exhibition. In
both images the arguments and criteria of evaluation of the province were
actually the same. The difference was the answer to the question of whether
Galicia fulfilled the requirements of modernity.

Conclusions

What were the reasons for such a significant change in the image of Galicia
and Schlachzizen? Opinion about the province was certainly influenced to
some extent by the Galician critics of Schlachzizen. This does not, however,
explain why two such contradictory opinions could appear in such relatively
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short periods. Neither does the fact that many elements of the negative
stereotype, in spite of numerous far-reaching simplifications, were actually
corresponded to the facts. Although in 1894 Galicia did not cease to be an
extremely backward region, where the social and political situation did not
really conform to the idea of a just and modern system of governance, it may
have been described as an embodiment of progress. The example of the
social-democratic and anti-Semitic press and their criticism in 1894 proves
that it was not impossible to criticise the province on the occasion of the
exhibition. Moreover, in the negative discourse about Galicia regard for the
good name of the monarchy was never an obstacle to criticism. Self-
censorship on the part of the authors may well be the true explanation with
regard to the relations of Schlachzizen and the Emperor. They were never
criticised as disloyal towards Franz Joseph, since this involved the monarch
and could be understood as an indirect criticism of him, something which
could easily lead to confiscation of the journal in question.

A change of the paradigm seems to be a more accurate, although still not
satisfactory, explanation. Schlachzizen were criticised before and after the
exhibition, refuting the thesis about the unidirectional change of the image in
time. It is true, however, that the criticism was much harsher after 1897 than
before the exhibition. The reason for this is the development of new political
mass parties, which considerably changed the political scene in the last two
decades of the monarchy and deprived the ‘old’ parties of their influence.
Moreover, the democratisation of the political system led to a situation in
which the image of Schlachzizen seemed even more archaic, irrational or
terrifying and was therefore more useful as a weapon in the political struggle.
It also caused a change in the nature of the arguments, which became more
populist and harsher, but did not really influence the direction of media
attacks.

These two explanations of such a dialectical image seem to be the most
accurate. There is no doubt that the change in image was caused by the
change of political situation and position of the Polish Parliamentary Club. In
1894 it formed part of a coalition with the leading German parties, while after
1897, due, among other things, to the attempt to introduce the Language Act,
it was perceived as anti-German. That is, however, how politics works: as
stated before, a fact is just a weapon in the political struggle.

It is obvious that Galicia did not fit the liberal idea of a modern state, and
this is the reason why opinion about the province and its elites was so
negative in the German press. The conservative press, which could possibly
have presented Schlachzizen in a more favourable light, lost much of their
influence in the last two decades of the monarchy. The liberal, social-
democratic and nationalistic press completely dominated German discourse.
Moreover, the social-democrats and nationalists, in spite of their political
conflicts, shared much of the liberal opinion on the matter of a modern
political system. The Land Exhibition seemed to be a fulfilment of liberal
dreams about the modernisation of Eastern Europe, something that signi-
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ficantly excited the German liberal bourgeoisie in Vienna. Liberalism and
modernisation of Eastern Europe ‘from above’ was of course not exclusively
German, but had been an important notion in European culture since the
Enlightenment. Due to the geography, however, Germans had a chance to put
it into practice, something which seemed to be successful during the
exhibition. What most of the German press was actually praising in 1894 was
not Galician, but rather the German or Austrian liberal success in
modernisation, and this was the reason for such a positive image and the
willingness to pass over the Polish patriotic tenor. What was left, after waking
from the day-dream, was once again bitter disillusionment, the conviction that
the Galician conditions were unalterable, and that Schlachzizen were the
reason for all the political troubles in the monarchy.

Summary

Die Landesausstellung in Lemberg (Lwow, L’viv) 1894, Galizien und die Schlachzizen im
deutschsprachigen politischen Diskurs in Wien

Der Autor unternimmt auf der Grundlage ausfiihrlicher Quellenrecherchen (es wurden
vornehmlich Tageszeitungen und satirische Zeitschriften, aber auch Geschichts- und Geo-
graphieschulbiicher, Reisefiihrer, Operetten, das sog. Kronprinzwerk und Publikationen
anldsslich der Kaiserjubilden ausgewertet) den Versuch, die Griinde fiir das Vorhandensein
eines ausgesprochen positiven Schlachzizen- und Galiziensbilds im deutschsprachigen
politischen Diskurs in Wien wihrend der Landesaustellung in Lemberg 1894 zu be-
stimmen. Im Jahr 1894 wurde die norddstlichste Provinz der Habsburgermonarchie
ausschlieBlich positiv beschrieben, als ein Land, das dank der Verbriiderung von Polen und
Ruthenen eine rasche, fortschrittliche Entwicklung nehme. Vor und besonders nach der
Ausstellung hingegen wurden Galizien und die dort herrschende Schicht der (als Schlach-
zizen bezeichneten) polnischen Adeligen als die Hauptursache aller politischen Probleme
der Monarchie wahrgenommen.

Zu den wahrscheinlichen Ursachen dieses Phénomens zéhlt der Autor, dass der
Polenklub im Wiener Reichsrat 1894 eine relativ starke politische Position einnahm und
gleichzeitig Teil einer Koalition mit deutschen Liberalen und Konservativen war. Zudem
begeisterten sich die deutschen Liberalen, die durch ihre Presse starken Einfluss auf den
politischen Diskurs in Wien ausiibten, fiir die Moglichkeit einer Européisierung Galiziens.
Und schlieBlich war das nach der Ausstellung zu beobachtende negative Bild von Galizien
und den Schlachzizen teilweise auf einen radikalen Paradigmenwechsel der Wiener Politik
in den letzten Jahrzehnten der Monarchie zuriickzufiihren. Die alten Honoratiorenparteien
(einschlieflich der Konservativen im Polenklub) verloren ihre politische Machtstellung,
wihrend die neuen Massenparteien (Sozialdemokraten, Nationalisten und Christlich-So-
ziale), die dem Polenklub und den Verhiltnissen in Galizien sehr viel kritischer gegen-
tiberstanden, an Einfluss gewannen.



