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rative of European integration can be complete without taking Polish contributions into ac-
count. The work is supported by archival research, periodicals, secondary literature, inter-
views with Polish political personalities, and a bibliography introducing essential reading
in Polish, English, and French on the subject. For this reason, so long as one keeps the pre-
sent political context in mind, it is a welcome addition to any course syllabus on the sub-
ject of European integration. Europe might have integrated in any number of ways (and its
present configuration is by no means stable), but it is impossible to appreciate the conver-
sations about integration without taking the contribution of Polish exiles into account.
Birmingham/AL Andrew Demshuk

Brian Porter-Sziics: Faith and Fatherland. Catholicism, Modernity, and Poland. Oxford
Univ. Press. Oxford — New York 2011. IX, 484 S. ISBN 978-0-19-539905-9. (€ 40,99.)

This book offers ten case studies on the history of central themes and concepts in mod-
ern Polish Catholic thought such as the Church, modernity, politics or morality. Analyzing
the field of “assumptions, ideals, and principles that make up Catholicism” (p. 13), this de-
tailed and substantial monograph in intellectual history covers each major period of mod-
ern Polish history (including reflections on the contemporary situation) and provides an
account of “what different people believed to be mandated, encouraged, tolerated, and
precluded within the normative ideal of Catholicism in Poland” (p. 14). A central aim of
the book is to trace subtle shifts in what has been considered possible, permissible and im-
aginable for Polish Catholics and thereby to historicize their beliefs and ideas.

Viewing every large “-ism” as a vehicle for thought and action, Brian Porter-Szics
presents his findings in intellectual history without claiming absolute primacy for the dis-
cursive realm. Drawing primarily on normative writings such as sermons, pastoral letters
and devotional books, he tells “the story of an ideological and theological frame of refer-
ence” (p. 13) and explores (explicit or implicit) debates about and tensions between vari-
ous forms of Polish Catholic discourse. He thus devotes equal attention to the doctrinal
core of Catholicism and the outer frontiers of its orthodoxy.

Through its impressive empirical studies on the history of ten terms and concepts, this
book provides alternative though largely coherent perspectives on how Catholicism was
made modern in Poland. It shows how Polish Catholic authors “appropriated and to some
extent domesticated the troublesome vocabulary of modernity” (p. 82). It shows that Cath-
olics developed their own, unmistakably Catholic, democratic but hardly liberal social vi-
sion as an alternative to both capitalism and communism, even as they never doubted that
the essence of the Church was timeless and stable. Catholics were pulled into the discourse
of democracy but because they opposed the “relativism” of accepting indeterminate out-
comes, they tended to endow democracy with substantive content, that is, to make reli-
gious principles govern political practices. As the will of popular majorities proved not to
reflect their religious expectations after 1989, many of them grew disillusioned and disap-
pointed, which should not be all too surprising given that “the Polish Church has probably
never been as powerful and influential as it was in the 1980s” (p. 258).

After analyzing the major ways Polish Catholics have related to modernity and politics,
P. explores the distinctive features of Catholic ecclesiology. He explains that in the Catho-
lic vocabulary the Church signifies the union between the transcendent and the terrestrial
realms and as such constitutes an unassailable keyword. As he shows, “advocating moral
rigor, devotional innovation, and even institutional reform” (p. 29) could prove acceptable
as long as the sacred authority of the Church was not directly questioned. On the other
hand, to depict the Catholic Church as a mere human creation meant to step outside the
bounds of Catholic orthodoxy.

The chapter on the uses of the concept the Church also traces the expansion of the
boundaries of ecclesiology. P. points out that the egalitarianism of purpose between the
clergy and lay Catholics before the momentous changes of the 1960s was not even rhetori-
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cally matched by a declaration on the equality of their functions. The Second Vatican
Council elevated the laity in this respect but without fully resolving the tension between
this new rhetorical prioritizing and continued institutional conservatism. What is more, the
author argues that the Polish Catholic Church managed to assimilate the phraseology of
Vatican II without the relationship between the laity and the clergy being significantly
altered (p. 48).

The chapter on sin presents a similarly multilayered and complex picture of major de-
velopments. It traces the story of Catholic moral doctrine, arguing that while its actual
content has changed very little, the rationale provided for prohibitions “has proven to be
remarkably flexible” (p. 55). Starting as early as the 1920s and 1930s, but taking on much
greater force in the postwar period, Catholic moral teachings incorporated more and more
elements of humanism, chiefly in the form of personalism, while ascetism was increas-
ingly marginalized. The author thus identifies a momentous shift in the focus of ethical
teaching: from suffering, death, and damnation that were accompanied by the image of an
angry and vengeful God, the emphasis largely shifted to human dignity and earthly happi-
ness accompanied by presentations of God as benevolent, loving, and merciful.

This process was coupled with the shift of attention from individual transgressors to
external enemies who were supposedly threatening the Polish nation. Personal morality
and national duty were frequently linked in Catholic texts and national preservation could
newly be identified as the goal of moral rectitude. P. insightfully remarks that while con-
servative clerics used to prefer to call on the faithful to look inward at their own sinfulness,
they now tended to locate the sources of evil in the outside world.

The discussion of changing Catholic ideas on morality touches on one of the central
preoccupations of the book: the various forms of entanglements between the Catholic
Church and Polish nationalism. P.’s chief thesis in this regard is that “the bond between
faith and fatherland in Poland was more complicated than it might appear at first glance”
and that religion was in fact “far less important to ‘national survival’ than is usually as-
sumed” (pp. 7-8). Through his four case studies (chapters 6 to 9), he admirably succeeds at
showing that this link “emerged in full force only at the start of the twentieth century”
(p. 9). He emphasizes that instead of nationalist dedication, passivity, and loyalism were
the officially endorsed political stances of Catholics in the 19" century.

In the eyes of P., the reconciliation of nationalism and Catholicism was a “contentious
and protracted process” (p. 208) that required extraordinary rhetorical efforts on the side of
both Catholic representatives and national activists. He argues furthermore that the linkage
between religion and ethnicity might seem deeply ingrained but it ought not to be forgotten
that it is based on a highly selective reading of Polish national history. While ethno-Catho-
lic interpretations are meant to establish the transhistorical essence of national history and
provide an ideal to strive for, they start from the assumption that “religious diversity can
exist in the nation, but it cannot be of the nation” (p. 6).

P.’s study is interested in understanding Polish Catholics and not in evaluating them. At
the same time, he does offer critical perspectives on some important strains. Perhaps most
crucially, he exposes that the emergence of the Polak-Katolik ideal was closely related to
the struggle for survival ideology that took shape against the backdrop of imagined exis-
tential conflicts and, crucially for the inter-war period, of anti-Semitic visions. The book
devotes attention to the complex relations and ambiguous convergence between Catholics
and National Democrats while showing how the idea of Polak-Katolik remained one of the
most prominent themes of Catholic rhetoric in communist Poland. The author even main-
tains that enemy images have played a central role in holding together the fusion between
nation and faith. Though explicit anti-Semitism became less frequent after the Shoah, the
author finds that “very few” Polish Catholics seemed willing “to consider the role that the
rhetoric of prewar Polish Catholicism might have played in setting the stage for violence”

(p. 318).
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In sum, this is an ambitious monograph in Catholic intellectual history. Its thoroughly
researched chapters on central terms and concepts largely succeed at illuminating the evo-
lution of the specific profile of and the diversity inherent to Polish Catholicism. Its find-
ings can contribute to a better understanding of modern Polish history and deserve to be
widely read, discussed and debated.

Jena Ferenc Lacz6
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Mitunter ist es erstaunlich, wenn einem plotzlich bewusst wird, dass selbst in einem
derart gut erforschten Bereich wie der Geschichte des Nationalsozialismus 65 Jahre nach
seinem Ende Biografien iiber zentrale Gestalten gefehlt haben oder fehlen. Wahrend die
grundlegenden Arbeiten {iber Albert Forster oder Hans Frank erst noch geschrieben wer-
den miissen, hat die am Amherst College in Massachusetts titige Historikerin Catherine
Epstein nun ihr opus magnum tiber den Gauleiter des Warthelands Arthur Greiser vor-
gelegt. Dabei ist sie sich von Anfang an bewusst, welche Schwierigkeit darin besteht, die
verschiedenen Rollen, die Greiser im Laufe seines Lebens einnahm, voneinander zu tren-
nen: Frontsoldat des Ersten Weltkriegs, Freimaurer, tiberzeugter Nationalsozialist, Hobby-
jéger, liebender Familienvater, Frauenheld, um nur einige zu nennen.

E. tut gut daran, den familidren Aspekt zwar nicht zu kurz kommen, aber dennoch hin-
ter dem Versuch einer Skizzierung des Personlichkeitsprofils und des Politikers zuriick-
treten zu lassen. Die wenigen Stellen, an denen ihr das nicht gelingt, sind nicht zufillig die,
wo mitunter etwas zu verstindnisvoll das ,.Leiden” der Familie am Image des hingerich-
teten Kriegsverbrechers nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg beschrieben wird.

Greisers wechselvolle Karriere als spét berufener, erst 1929 der NSDAP beigetretener
Nationalsozialist und finanziell gescheiterter Privatmann war gepridgt vom stindigen Be-
miihen, diesen ,,Makel*“ wieder wettzumachen durch forsches, hartes Auftreten, wobei
Prinzipien nicht so wichtig waren wie die Anpassung an die jeweiligen Umstédnde. Hervor-
ragend beschrieben werden die Rénkespiele der Danziger Zeit 1934-1939, wo er als Se-
natsprisident und Albert Forster als Gauleiter stindig um die Gunst des ,,Fithrers und an-
derer Spitzennazis buhlten. In jenen Jahren scheint Greiser mehr Verstdndnis fir die Dan-
ziger Juden versplirt zu haben als fiir die Polen, die er von klein auf hasste. Das hinderte
ihn aber nicht an der Umsetzung einer Reihe antijiidischer Maflnahmen.

Hohepunkt des Buches ist aber E.s Schilderung der Greiser’schen Politik im ,,Muster-
gau Wartheland“. Wihrend wir iiber die Durchfiihrung der Judenvernichtung durch die
Arbeit Michael Albertis' bereits recht gut informiert sind, musste man bei der Suche nach
einem Uberblick {iber die Germanisierungsbestrebungen und die Polenpolitik bisher
weitgehend auf éltere polnische Arbeiten zuriickgreifen. E. hat nun eigentlich die lange er-
sehnte Geschichte des Reichsgaus Wartheland geschrieben, wobei sie die vielfiltigen Teil-
aspekte immer wieder geschickt mit der Person des allmichtigen Gauleiters zusammen-
fiihrt, der sich eine vizekonigdhnliche Stellung von Adolf Hitler ausbedingte und auch er-
hielt. Sie kann zeigen, wie viele Entscheidungen unmittelbar bei Greiser zusammenliefen,
wenngleich er sich nicht immer gegen die diversen Widerstinde durchsetzen konnte. E.
kann beweisen, dass der Massenmord an den groBpolnischen Juden unmittelbar auf eine
Entscheidung des Gauleiters zuriickgeht (u.a. S. 185 f., 191). Die Schirfe seiner antipolni-
schen Mafinahmen, die in allen besetzten Gebieten nicht ihresgleichen fand, hat zum Teil
frither schon Czestaw Luczak in seinen Arbeiten aufgezeigt. Viele dieser Schritte waren im

' MICHAEL ALBERTI: Die Verfolgung und Vernichtung der Juden im Reichsgau Warthe-

land 1939-1945, Wiesbaden 2006.
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