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bisherige Forschung. Vor 1989 dominierte demnach ein eindeutig positives Bild der Rotar-
misten, das sich vor allem durch ideologische Überlegenheit, Menschlichkeit und Patrio-
tismus auszeichnete. In den 1990er Jahren schlägt dieses Bild in sein genaues Gegenteil 
um. Nachdem die Mauer des von der Zensur aufgezwungenen Schweigens zerbrochen ist, 
konzentrieren sich die Schriftsteller auf die dunkle Seite der sowjetischen Soldaten. Sie 
werden als primitiv, unzivilisiert und zu Gewaltexzessen neigend dargestellt.  

Viel interessanter erscheint A.s Zusammenstellung der unterschiedlichen Perspektiven 
deutscher und tschechischer Autoren. Einerseits stammten sie aus zwei Staaten, die sich in 
ihrer ideologischen und politischen Entwicklung sehr ähnelten, andererseits kämpften sie 
im Krieg an zwei gegnerischen Fronten. Für die Tschechen gilt der Einmarsch der Rotar-
misten als Befreiung, für die Ostdeutschen hingegen als „Befreiung“. Während die tsche-
chische Prosa die Kooperation mit den sowjetischen Soldaten und die Tapferkeit des tsche-
chischen Volkes betont, versuchen die ostdeutschen Werke im Geiste des Sozialismus die 
Antagonismen zu kaschieren. Hier zeigt sich am deutlichsten, wie sich die transgredienten 
Grundlagen auf die Literaturproduktion und somit die politische Einstellung beim Leser 
auswirken. Der Zusammenhang zwischen Politik und Literatur wird von A. tiefgründig be-
arbeitet. 

Die Studie von A. ist ein wichtiger und interessanter Beitrag zur Entwicklung der deut-
schen Literaturwissenschaft und der deutsch-tschechischen Imagologieforschung. Obwohl 
die literarischen Analysen an manchen Stellen zu sehr an Zusammenfassungen einzelner 
Werke erinnern, hat der Leser die Möglichkeit, sich aufgrund von komplexen Einführun-
gen und Resümees, die meines Erachtens die größte Stärke der Dissertation darstellen, eine 
klare Vorstellung vom imagotypen System des Rotarmisten in der tschechischen und 
(ost)deutschen Literatur der zweiten Hälfte des 20. Jh. zu bilden. Persönlich würde ich sehr 
gern eine ähnliche Studie zu stereotypen Bildern der Roten Armee in der westdeutschen 
Literatur der 1940er bis 1990er Jahre lesen. 

Poznań Magdalena Kałużna 
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Though thousands of Heimat books have appeared in Germany since the dawn of the 
twentieth century, these valuable primary sources have found scarce attention in scholar-
ship. Such a lacuna is particularly surprising in the case of expellee Heimat books, in 
which millions of Germans expelled from Eastern Europe in the wake of World War II 
commemorated their lost homeland. Why have so few scholars sought to learn what they 
can reveal about Germany’s turbulent twentieth century? Relatively hard to find, they can 
seem devoted to remote, trivial, forgotten places. Yet in the end, perhaps they are over-
looked because we don’t want to hear what they have to say. Loaded with selective memo-
ries seldom acknowledging German guilt in Nazi crimes, the contorted nostalgia of Heimat 
books can prove an awkward vantage point from which to produce a limpid historical 
narrative. In her dissertation from the University of Erfurt, Jutta F a e h n d r i c h  cata-
logues, analyzes, and grapples with 287 Heimat books written by expellees from diverse 
origins in the Sudetenland, Oder-Neisse territories, and scattered settlements across South-
eastern Europe. An exhaustive review quantified through computer spreadsheets, this work 
proffers data that will be useful to scholars for years to come. At the same time, F., herself 
descended from Lower Silesian expellees, seeks to approach Heimat books from a critical 
distance. Not least because of its extensive bibliography of Heimat books, F.’s sensitive 
and painstaking analysis provides a new reference point for the future study of twentieth-
century German cultural history and the history of memory and nostalgia. 

F.’s work enters into a growing scholarship on the political and cultural history of ex-
pellees and also touches on the two major preceding works on Heimat books by Wolfgang 
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Kessler1 and Ulrike Frede2. Integrating previous contributions, F. introduces Heimat books as 
a “mass phenomenon,” a diverse corpus of cultural history produced by grassroots actors for 
local audiences, rather than from the outside looking in (as was often the case for tourist 
guides or picture books). While most of the book seeks to categorize Heimat books according 
to varied criteria (region, subject area, etc.), it also poses a series of important questions. 

To begin, F. asks “what is a Heimat book?” The answer: a detailed picture of “a radius 
of action of daily life between school, work, and recreation” (p. 7). It was a genre which 
first peaked in the 1920s as local accounts whose authors sought to document the local 
geography, history, social life, economy, and dialect. After the expulsion, the writing of 
Heimat books became communal acts of self-description (Selbstdarstellung), in which 
former occupants collaborated to preserve what they remembered of the sites they had lost. 
Drawing heavily on the theories of Jan Assmann, F. poses Heimat books as the bridge be-
tween communicative memory (in which expellees with strong adult memories of the Hei-
mat recorded their lived experiences) and cultural memory (the museum-like storage and 
codification of canonized narrations once those with lived experiences have died). This 
trend is substantiated in the author’s observation that, by the 1980s, Heimat books were in-
creasingly dependent on documentary materials (such as reproduced primary sources, 
building inventories, lists of former residents, excerpts from address books) rather than 
firsthand data (anecdotes, the former economic life and religious dynamic) (p. 118). 

Perhaps F.’s most important observation is that Heimat books constituted a grassroots 
phenomenon often at odds with the intentions of the expellee political leadership: “In con-
trast to the norm among most of the expellee publications, most of the authors were neither 
functionaries or even scholars; instead, everyday former residents concerned with their 
place or locale wrote their Heimat book together” (p. 13). In F.’s view, once the reader 
moves past a Heimat book’s first pages (often opening diatribes by expellee functionaries) 
one tends to find the “apolitical Heimweh” common outside the narrow confines of expel-
lee organizations (p. 231). In effect, she contends, the notion of a unified, revanchist “ex-
pellee” culture was a construct of the media. 

Finally, there is the question of “what if any part of the cultural heritage of the former 
German East has remained after the expulsion” (p. 5). In F.’s assessment, Heimat books 
have bequeathed a “canonized memory” for the Erlebnisgeneration: “The crux of the mat-
ter is that the works only targeted the expellees of the present day at the time of publica-
tion. Although a Heimat book was designated as a legacy for the future, it was in fact only 
written for the present” (p. 112). As a result, it is hard to transport their meanings into the 
present, especially due to the problematic profiles of many of the authors, themselves com-
plicit in the Nazi regime. It is also hard to access the meaning behind casually identified 
locales, personalities, and stories now alien to the contemporary reader. 

Throughout the monograph, the Heimat books take on a personality of their own, regu-
larly in conflict with the author herself. As she observes, “above all, I came to know the 
Heimat book as an extremely multifaceted, protean, at times even anarchic phenomenon, 
which is even more diverse than the various historical landscapes presented within” (p. 5). 
Perhaps as a result, it seems as though the vast material in the Heimat books at times 
overwhelms the author: the crispness of her argument is lost through excessive repetition 
of the same claims and temporal reference points can become confused, at times to the 
point of contradicting her claims. In the midst of her useful assessment of “blind spots” in 
                                  
1  WOLFGANG KESSLER (Ed.): Ost- und südostdeutsche Heimatbücher und Ortsmonogra-

phien nach 1945. Eine Bibliographie zur historischen Landeskunde der Vertreibungsge-
biete, München et al. 1979. 

2  ULRIKE FREDE: „Unvergessene Heimat“ Schlesien. Eine exemplarische Untersuchung 
des ostdeutschen Heimatbuches als Medium und Quelle spezifischer Erinnerungskultur, 
Marburg 2004. 
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Heimat book depictions of history, F. includes “the expulsion” alongside the Holocaust 
and World War II (p. 15), and emphasizes later on that, in early postwar Heimat books, 
World War II, the Soviet occupation, and the expulsion routinely received a mere eight 
pages. Yet an undated table displays “expulsion” as a leading theme in the Heimat books, 
up to one-quarter of their contents (p. 124). Presumably, these statistics either dated from a 
much later time or represented an overall average derived from all of the Heimat books 
treated in the monograph, in which case the predominance of more recent Heimat books in 
the analysis made the percentage on the chart appear misleading. Likewise, while empha-
sizing the novelty of fresh, contemporary images from lost Heimat sites after the eastern 
treaties of the early 1970s, the author features an image of Crossen (Krosno Odrzańskie) 
from 1959 in a 1963 Heimat book, demonstrating that such images appeared beforehand 
(in fact, not irregularly). 

It is exceedingly difficult to reach black-and-white conclusions from a source base as 
elusive as Heimat books. As F. comments, “what we get to read in the Heimat book is only 
the final result of tough negotiations for a consensus and certainly power relations as well, 
not least the financial ones” (p. 242). This brings an important caveat to mind: the need to 
remember that Heimat books themselves were also not representative of the expellees; 
though F. notes that Heimat books did not represent what many expellees believed (and 
not just politically radical leaders), she also refers to them as communal enterprises. And if 
this is so, then negative Sudeten German memories of Czechs in her opening should still 
give one pause: if the Heimweh in the Heimat books was “apolitical,” the lack of attention 
to German crimes such as the Holocaust and at times antagonistic attitude toward Czechs, 
Poles, or Russians can still make it distasteful to say the least. Yet it was not the author’s 
purpose here to make a broader claim about how expellees saw themselves. She has de-
voted considerable energy toward assessing the Heimat books of the expellees, and her 
success here will hopefully inspire further application of Heimat books in scholarship: a 
slippery but rich source for cultural history.  

Birmingham/AL Andrew Demshuk 
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Dagmara J a j e ś n i a k - Q u a s t  betrachtet die sozialistische Transformation – d.h. die 
Anpassung an das System der zentralen Planwirtschaft – eines polnischen, eines tschecho-
slowakischen und eines DDR-Großbetriebs. Für die Zeitspanne zwischen 1945 und der 
Mitte der 1950er Jahre widmet sich das Buch vor allem dem Bereich Arbeitskräfte und 
Personal in drei Kapiteln, Investitionen und Kosten sowie Außenwirtschaft in jeweils ei-
nem Kapitel. Mit dieser Auswahl werden wesentliche Aspekte des betrieblichen Lebens 
abgedeckt. Gleichwohl wird die ökonomische Basis, z.B. die betriebliche Rentabilität oder 
Produktionsorganisation, nicht beiseite gelassen, sondern unter dem Kostenaspekt behan-
delt. 

Die untersuchten Betriebe spielten unterschiedliche Rollen für die wirtschaftliche Ent-
wicklung ihres Umlandes. Nowa Huta und Kunčice rekrutierten in hohem Maße agrarische 
Arbeitskräfte, während das Eisenhütten-Kombinat Ost (EKO) von der (Binnen-)Umsied-
lung der Vertriebenen profitierte. Infolge der Kombinatsstruktur traten Kopplungseffekte 
nicht unbedingt in der Region auf. Insbesondere für Ostrava lässt sich festhalten, dass die 
Existenz des Werkes den regionalen Strukturwandel sogar behinderte. 

Die Agitation der sozialistischen Staatsparteien erfüllte in allen drei Werken eine Dop-
pelfunktion: Einerseits führte sie zu einer Art „corporate identity“ (S. 172) innerhalb der 
Arbeiterschaft, andererseits verfolgte sie ökonomische Ziele, insbesondere im Hinblick auf 
die Erhöhung der Arbeitsproduktivität im Zuge des sozialistischen Wettbewerbs. Bei der 


