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Apart from the above remarks and reservations, I nevertheless consider Judenjagd a 
valuable and useful work. The study constitutes, in fact, a good illustration of changes in 
local pathology taking place under German occupation in the area of the Generalgouverne-
ment. It is no accident that the sources for Judenjagd constitute the testimonies of witnes-
ses and accused made during post-war trials in connection with crimes committed against 
Jews. In fact, the proceeding files illustrate only a narrow part of social reality. The events 
described by G. were not relevant to all levels of of society, which is confirmed by the fact 
that none of the murderers in the Dąbrowa tarnowska were teachers, priests or pre-war 
landowners, namely the social elite in the Polish village. Village authorities, who usually 
had no education, should not be considered part of the elite; rather, they were primus inter 
pares among village communities. Those sentenced in post-war Polish trials for crimes 
committed against Jews were usually persons of incomplete primary education, almost il-
literate, and the fact that “most of them did not have any criminal past before the war” (p. 
91) proves the efficiency of Nazi propaganda and the moral corruption at the hands of the 
occupying forces, which persecuted Jews and in doing so tried to prove that their lives 
were worthless.  

Gdańsk Przemysław Różański 
 

 
Michael Meng: Shattered Spaces. Encountering Jewish Ruins in Postwar Germany and 
Poland. Harvard Univ. Press. Cambridge/Mass. u.a. 2011. 351 S., 42 Ill., 4 Kt. ISBN 978-
0-674-05303-8. ($ 35,–.) 

In this study, Michael M e n g  explores the story of the material traces of Jewish life in 
Berlin, Warsaw, Potsdam, Essen, and Wrocław over the postwar period. Focusing mostly 
on Jewish synagogues and cemeteries, M. connects analyses of urban spaces, historic pre-
servation and memory in intriguing ways. He in turn relates their postwar stories to the 
evolution of German-Polish-Jewish relations, the growing cultural significance of the Ho-
locaust and the recent rise of what he terms “redemptive cosmopolitanism” (p. 10, passim) 
– meant to provide a sense of closure.  

In his first chapter, M. discusses restitution laws and practices, showing how commu-
nist Poland and East Germany “never officially returned one single piece of property to its 
postwar Jewish community” (p. 53). While external pressure made some difference in 
West Germany, there clearly was no deep societal impetus to return property there either. 
M. concludes that in this regard societal norms were not that different on the two sides of 
the Iron Curtain (pp. 58-59). In Chapter Two, M. explains how projects of urban renewal 
sacrificed Jewish sites: due to the confluent agendas of planners, preservationists, city offi-
cials and ordinary citizens, they were “swept away in the euphoria and promise of postwar 
urban reconstruction” (p. 108). Even though the restorative impulse was much stronger in 
Warsaw than in the two halves of Berlin that embraced a practical form of modernism, this 
did not imply significantly different approaches to Jewish spaces.  

In Chapter Three, M. broadens his focus to show how in Essen, Potsdam and Wrocław 
few sites were neglected so thoroughly and destroyed with so little opposition as Jewish 
ones. Here again, the author demonstrates that due to its selectivity and ethnic biases even 
the more extensive reconstruction program of Wrocław failed to meaningfully incorporate 
Jewish sites. In a remarkable case of insensitivity, the monumental and relatively intact 
synagogue of Essen was transformed into an exhibition hall of industrial products in 1959, 
only to be turned into an exhibition on “the suffering, persecution, and resistance of the 
German population as a whole” (p. 203). M. argues that until a revision in the late 1980s, 
the exhibition in the Essen synagogue repeated the clichés of older anti-fascist interpreta-
tions and avoided the question of German involvement in the persecution of Jewish neigh-
bours. In the meantime, Potsdam experienced “noisy” debates about architectural ques-
tions but its synagogue was destroyed in “stunning” silence (p. 149). The Polish regime, 
too, continued to neglect, destroy and even liquidate Jewish cemeteries into the 1980s. 
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Shattered Spaces argues that after the early postwar decades, German and Poles unex-
pectedly “went from seeing Jewish sites as worthless rubble to perceiving them as evoc-
ative ruins that had to be preserved” (p. 259). The dramatic transformation “from whole-
sale erasure of the Jewish past to almost frenetic commemoration” (p. 261) that has un-
folded in recent decades is the central element of M.’s story. He claims that this transfor-
mation was at first largely due to local initiatives. These were then related to broader 
cultural trends and various transnational shifts ranging from questions of historical con-
sciousness through nostalgia and the new aesthetic appreciation of ruins to the spread of 
mass tourism. In the eyes of M., Jewish sites previously functioned as haunting wreckages 
and represented a kind of collective abject, “a discomforting, polluted, and disdained part 
of the self” that threatened one’s sense of identity and meaning. Yet due to the interplay of 
various factors, they now began to trigger “interest, curiosity, nostalgia, recollection, and 
melancholia” (p. 5).  

In this context, Jewish sites increasingly attracted the attention of national politicians 
and international Jewish leaders. After decades of silence and neglect, they emerged as a 
transnational issue. In communist-ruled East Germany and Poland Jewish sites also be-
came embedded in political conflicts between regime and opposition and were often part 
of official attempts to influence international opinion. By 1988, such developments led, 
among other things, to the increased importance of the anniversaries of the Kristallnacht 
and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. At the same time, M. claims that while Eastern German 
initiatives came mostly from the state, Poland and West Germany produced, in spite of 
their different regimes, comparable patterns of local initiative and debate (p. 196). 

M. notes a “dizzying” increase in interest over the past two decades that gets mani-
fested not only in rebuilding projects but also in the construction of new Jewish spaces – in 
regions where few Jews live. M. views these commemorative displays of Jewishness and 
multiethnicity rather critically. In his eyes, they tend to be linked to the self-serving cele-
bration of the “cathartic, redemptive transformation of Germans and Poles into tolerant de-
mocratic citizens” where Philosemitism serves as a marker of “successful change from the 
past” (p. 237). He maintains that new projects often foster a sentimental and exotic image 
of Jewish culture as “uniquely rich, authentic, and cosmopolitan”, accompanied by mythic 
understandings of the supposedly harmonious coexistence in the pre-Holocaust era (p. 
222). These projects only occasionally involve deeper engagement with the previous de-
struction, neglect and erasure of Jewish spaces (p. 10). M. also notes that the recent trend 
of locating Jews in the past “mixed awkwardly with the ongoing rebuilding of Jewish life” 
(p. 241). 

By offering a nuanced history of shifting meanings, perceptions, and interpretations of 
Jewish sites in a transnational frame that cuts across national, political and local borders, 
M. challenges some long-held assumptions about the importance of the Cold War divide. 
He does this without neglecting significant differences between German-Jewish and Pol-
ish-Jewish histories and the ways Germans and Poles confronted their historical relation-
ships with Jews, including their different types and varying levels of responsibility and 
victimhood. Covering a range of management strategies such as denial, suppression, dis-
avowal, acknowledgement, commemoration and recall, the book as a whole unsettles the 
popular myth that Germany provides the model for successful postwar repair. At one point, 
M. even claims that Poland “experienced arguably more searing debates about is compli-
cated relationship with Jews than West Germany did” where the “redemptive” discourse 
on the Shoah became strongly ritualized (p. 157). M. reveals Polish debates as largely trig-
gered by issues such as the competitive sense of Polish victimhood and the soul searching 
that followed the “anti-Zionist” campaign of 1968.  

Shattered Spaces aims to provide a broader social history of memory and an interpre-
tation of the meaning of what is recalled and forgotten in order to go beyond what M. calls 
the intentional forms of memory (such as memorials or museums) as well as the often em-
ployed but rather simplistic stories about suppression and recall. He conceives time as 
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multilayered and thinks of memory “as an encounter with the past” that becomes “entan-
gled in broader cultural meanings, identities, and narratives” (p. 14). While his efforts in 
these directions are laudable, M. offers little social historical context and cannot provide 
much direct evidence on the actual encounters with these Jewish sites in the postwar pe-
riod – especially its early phase. Even so, Shattered Spaces has a fascinating story to tell 
and is rich in captivating detail. It is also an opinionated history book that ends on a pre-
scriptive note: “the possibility of embracing a violent past exists in […] triggering multiple 
and varied cosmopolitan challenges about the collapse of human compassion” (p. 270).  

Jena Ferenc Laczó  
 
 
Kimberley Elman Zarecor: Manufacturing a Socialist Modernity. Housing in Czecho-
slovakia, 1945-1960. University of Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh 2011. 383 S., 287 Ill., 1 Kt. 
ISBN 978-0-8229-4404-1. (€ 40,–.) 

Wer heute die Länder Ost- und Ostmitteleuropas bereist, trifft allenthalben auf die 
sichtbarsten materiellen Zeugnisse kommunistischer Herrschaft, nämlich auf Stadtteile, die 
von so genannten Plattenbauten geprägt sind. Sicherlich kann dieses Phänomen auch in 
Vorstädten Schwedens, Westdeutschlands oder Frankreichs beobachtet werden, nirgends 
jedoch sind diese Bauten so dominant wie im früheren Einflussbereich der Sowjetunion. 
Häufig wird diese Typenbauweise mit Einflüssen moderner Strömungen der Zwischen-
kriegszeit erklärt – besonders hartnäckig hält sich jedoch die Vorstellung von der sowjeti-
schen Provenienz einer in der Regel zudem als monolithisch wahrgenommenen Bauform. 
Diese Mythen kann Kimberley E. Z a r e c o r  in ihrer Arbeit zum Wohnungsbau der Tsche-
choslowakei vor dem Hintergrund des Versuchs der „Produktion einer sozialistischen Mo-
dernität“ (so der treffende Titel des Buches) widerlegen. Sie präsentiert dem Leser das dif-
ferenzierte Bild einer eigenständigen, wenn auch nicht isolierten tschechoslowakischen 
Entwicklung. Dabei handelte es sich nicht einfach um einen abrupten Übergang von den 
„eleganten Formen der Zwischenkriegszeit zu den rohen und schweren Bauten der Nach-
kriegszeit“ (S. 5). Vielmehr bettet Z. die Entwicklungen in der Architektur in den Kontext 
der Neuformierung einer Kulturlandschaft ein, in der das Verhältnis „zwischen kreativen 
Praktiken und technologischem Determinismus“ (S. 5) neu justiert wurde. 

In fünf weitgehend chronologisch angeordneten Teilen wird die Entwicklung von 1945 
bis zum Ende der 1950er Jahre dargestellt. In einem ersten Teil nimmt die Autorin die un-
mittelbare Nachkriegszeit bis zur Machtübernahme durch die Kommunisten im Februar 
1948 in den Blick. Sie verweist auf personelle Kontinuitäten zur Zwischenkriegszeit, wie 
sie beispielsweise mit Václav Hilský und Evžen Linhart gegeben waren: Als politisch links 
stehende Architekten spielten sie in der unmittelbaren Nachkriegszeit eine prominente 
Rolle und waren Sieger des Architektenwettbewerbs zum Bau eines Kollektivhauses mit 
292 Wohneinheiten in Litvínov, das aus Kostengründen jedoch erst in den 1950er Jahren 
realisiert wurde. Das bedeutendste Projekt während des Zweijahrplanes war jedoch das 
Modellwohnentwicklungsprogramm, das in Brüx (Most), Kladno und Mährisch Ostrau 
(Ostrava) zur Errichtung neuer Wohngebiete mit bereits stark standardisierten Gebäuden 
führte. 

Im zweiten Teil analysiert Z. die Entwicklung von Standardisierung und Typisierung 
im Wohnungsbau. Die kommunistische Machtübernahme führte bereits im Juni 1948 zur 
Verstaatlichung der stark diversifizierten tschechoslowakischen Bauindustrie. Für Design 
und Entwicklung war der neu geschaffene Firmenzweig Stavoprojekt verantwortlich. Die 
ausgehenden 1940er Jahre waren von einer sich verschärfenden Wohnungsnot geprägt, der 
man mit Hilfe des massenhaften Baus von standardisierten Typenbauten begegnen wollte. 
In diesem Bereich konnte man sich auf die Erfahrungen des Baťa-Konzerns aus der Zwi-
schenkriegszeit stützen, der in Zlín bereits vor dem Krieg standardisierte Fabrikgebäude, 
Schlafquartiere, Schulen, Einkaufszentren und Ähnliches errichtet hatte. Die Tschechoslo-
wakei entwickelte sich nach 1948 zu dem europäischen Land mit der größten Bedeutung 


